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Now, thanks Vinatieri’s kick, 

for the first time many people’s 
memory, had winner. And 
had idea how good would get. 


THIS ISSUE 


In a year in which the entire industry seemed on the edge of oblivion, 
30 media moments in particular stood out for their egregiousness. 


TALKING POLITICS READING FUNDAMENTALIST 
_BY DAVID S. BERNSTEIN 
Liberals currently control the Oval Office, the Senate, and the 


House. But the academia-fearing, intellectual-hating conservatives 
do have one surprising domain under their control: the bestseller list. 


For a city whose t~'~ved baseball team went an embarrassing 86 
years between Wu... Series titles, the past decade saw an embarrass- 
ment of athletic riches, as Boston went from Loserville to Title Town. 


FILM 


Peter Keough reviews Broken Embraces and Michael Atkinson reviews 
Sherlock Holmes. Plus, Alvin and the Chipmunks: The Squeakquel , Le combat dans 
It's Complicated, Nine, Single Man, and The Young Victoria. 


YEAR REVIEW: FILM peter 


In a year of movies about messed-up men, The Hurt Locker was the best — 
and it was directed by a woman. 


Borderlands stood out in a year when gaming finally went mainstream. 


Diane Paulus’s “Shakespeare Exploded!” lit up the ART. 


Dance marked the 100th anniversary of the Ballets Russes — and the 
death of Merce Cunningham. 


YEAR REVIEW: ART crec coox 
The MFA’s “Titian, Tintoretto, Veronese” headlined 2009. 


YEAR REVIEW: BOOKS jon 


The best included Margaret Atwood, Nick Cave, Robert Palmer — 
and, with a little help, Jane Austen. 


“The Cocky and the Cock-Blocked”: for every album that deserved the 
praise it got, there was a similar one that deserved the praise it didn’t. 


YEAR REVIEW: LOCAL POP mart 


Passion Pit stepped out of the shadows. 


Ran Blake, Sofia Rei Koutsovitis, Joshua Redman, and more. 


Shostakovich’s opera The Nose passed the sniff test. 
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Kwok 'N’ Roll | Five-alarm home for 
Zumikx in East Boston | Plus ‘toons and 
“Moonsigns” astrology by Symboline Dai. 
Craigie on Main leads the way among 
2009's biggest winners. 
Looking back on a good year for budget- 
riendly dining in Boston. 


Recession or not, get off your damn couch. 
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GOOD WEED 
Thank you for the article 
(December 4). As an advo- 
cate of marijuana legaliza- 
tion — based on my time 
in California, where the 
benefits medical canna- 
bis can witnessed first- 
hand seeing the cover 
story the Boston Phoenix 
gave hope. The fact 
that there are journalists 
with the courage cover 
controversial stories, 
well the fact that news 
outlets such the Phoenix 
will print them, makes 
optimistic about the 
future. hope that people 
will be inspired by your ar- 
ticle research their 
own subjects critical 
personal health, Thank 
you once again for your 
journalistic excellence. 
HARRY FOSTER 


BOSTON 


BELIEVE GOD 

shared Peter Keough’s 
initial incredulous ap- 
proach the new film 

Oh My God (November 27) 
before I saw it, and was 
slightly put off the 
obvious lack of experts in 
the fields theology re- 
ligious studies. There are 
certainly shortage 
people living proverbial 
“Ivory Towers” who would 
willing share their 
scholarship, and equally 

(I dare say) no shortage of 
people willing to acquiesce 
humbly their authorita- 
tive arguments. However, 
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monalities that can unite, 
rather than destroy. 
Everything that Mr. 


absolutely nothing 
the review that one could 


PETER KEOUGH RESPONDS | 
did see the film, but I did 
not see the trailer. 


Every Thursday, look forward 
new strip “Failure.” It’s 
favorite part your paper. 


Keough critique. Did Mr. Keough His illustrations are amazing. 
review could have been even see the film? ‘FAILURE’ SUCCEEDS 

written from seeing the for publishing car- BLUE 
trailer alone. There Karl Stevens’s work. SOMERVILLE 


Over the 
the woods 


your Honda 


~ 


after seeing the film, 
became obvious that 
was precisely that sort 
disconnected theologizing 
that director Peter Rodger 
was, fact, the popular 
view that was the focus 

the film, and was bril- 
liantly portrayed. 

The film dealt with 
people’s beliefs skepti- 
cal yet very respectful way. 
(That same sort of respect 
was decidedly missing 
from Bill Religu- 
lous, similarly themed yet 
differently executed film.) 

Mr. Keough also seemed 
to have an issue with the 
soundtrack, unfairly pan- 
wall-to-wall soundtrack 
that sounds like outtakes 
from Pink Floyd album 
and beatbox music for 
aerobics session.” I found 
Alexander Van Buben- 
heim’s arrangements and 
score to be pointed and ap- 
propriate accompaniment 
for the cultural representa- 
tions the film. 

Finally, Mr. Keough 
says that the only thing 
learn is “[t}hat folks who 
say theirs the only God 
and kill those who don’t 
agree are not appeal- 
ing the monks.” Hav- 
ing seen the film, must 
strongly disagree. We see 
how the people various 
cultures agree and disagree 
many issues and 
whatever the interpretive 
belief of the interviewee, 
there are certain com- 
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of his show, Aaron Kwok 
e of backup dancers to 

, Tearing his head back. A skintight, 
ugged his body and broadcast each gasp- 
a sweet melody of love and loss in Can- 


ok with their impassioned pleas. 
is wasn't a telecast being beamed from Hong Kong, 
Asia's most popular pop star of 
live in New England. 


t was arguab 
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y and dashed into 


another in Mandarin 
and in Cantonese 
through the cigarette 
smoke. 
“Where's the 
bathroom?” 
“Where's the 
7 baccarat table?” 
Kwok’s pull 
was enor- 
mous: from 
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the coat check to the food court, almost everyone 
in the casino was Chinese. 

The food court itself boasted a menu loaded 
with staples of Hong Kong cuisine. Roast duck 
and roast pork hung on hooks behind glass, and 
the sizzle of a wok was audible above the din. 
The gambling tables between the dining area 
and the arena where Kwok was slated to play 
featured the Chinese game of pai gow. Each table 
was filled with Chinese gamblers and Chinese 
dealers. Between the tables, Chinese pit bosses 
prowled small patches of carpet. 

And then, at 2 pm, the crowd surged toward 
the arena. As thousands of people filled the 
seats, Kwok rose from the depths of the stage 
in an explosion of glitter and song, wearing 


the very Daisy Buchanan-meets-Blade Runner 


can begin! Taurus bring out noon 


© MONDAY 12/28 Wa 


e sure who's hear 
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_BY DAVID SIPRESS 


“Excuse me, sir 
you have minute 
talk about me?” 


Halfway through his energetic two-hour 
set, Kwok wiped the sweat from his brow and 
addressed the crowd in Cantonese. “I’ve trav- 
eled far to be here in America, and I’m happy 
to see so many Chinese people.” The crowd 
roared. Kwok squinted through the spotlight. 
“And I can’t forget there may be some non- 
Chinese friends here, too.” 

Kwok was too polite. Simply said, the only 
non-Chinese people in the arena were the ush- 
ers. And they had no idea what he had just said. 

When the show was over and Kwok de- 
scended into the bowels of the stage in a 
sequined flash, the house lights came on and 
the crowd made a beeline for the dazzle of 
the casino floor. There was time for one more 
round of pai gow before getting on the next bus 
and heading home. 


jason Beerman 
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BURNING DOWN THE HOUSE 


“The life of the artist is seeing possibility 
where other people don’t,” says Madeleine 
Steczynski, an East Boston artist and activist. 

Engine Company 40, an old firehouse 
at 260 Sumner Street, sat empty and di- 
lapidated for more than 30 years. In 1994, 
Steczynski had a vision of turning the run- 
down eyesore into a music-education and 
performance space for her East Boston-based 
program, Zumix. 

In 2005, that vision finally started to take 
shape, and this year, on December 12, it 
opened to the public with a sound exhibition 
titled “Tocsin,” created by artist Liz Nofziger. 

“Here, sound will mean kids are in a safe 
space,” says Steczynski. “It transforms how 
sound impacts our lives.” 

Zumix was founded in 1991 as a way to 
help get children off the streets. Gangs and 
violence were overtaking the East Boston 
community, and Steczynski wanted to give 
the kids something constructive to do. So she 
created a summer song-writing program. In 
1994, the program expanded into audio en- 
gineering; and then, in 1996, more teachers 
were added, along with private lessons and 
instruments for every participant. 

Now the program instructs more than 


300 students, 65 percent of whom are from 
the local community, giving them the op- 
portunity to learn all aspects of music. 
Young people also come from as far away as 
Roxbury and Mattapan. All of the programs 
are either free or low-cost, and no student is 
turned away. “We're open to any kid who can 
get here,” says Steczynski. “It was important 
that there be no barrier to access.” 

For the last several years, Zumix was 
housed in a dark building in East Boston. 
The roof leaked, it smelled musty, and 
there were only two little portholes for 
windows. The new firehouse building has 
high ceilings, dozens of windows, and, in 
the words of just about anyone who walks 
in, feels “happy.” 

The space, paid for with grants and 
in-kind donations totaling hundreds of 
thousands of dollars, was redesigned with 
Zumix programs in mind: classrooms by day 
transform into performance space by night. 

While there were no fire poles remaining, 
says architect Mimi Love of Boston-based 
firm Utile, “We wanted subtle reminders 
(that this was a firehouse]. We kept the two 
fire doors, rebuilt to the original design, and 
we painted them bright red.” 

“When we first 
started, no one really 
understood the arts — it 
was like we were speak- 
ing Greek to them,” 
says Steczynski. “Music 
is one of the primary 
sources that kids are 
interested in, that helps 
define their identity. 
Our athletes do great, 
but there wasn’t much 
else for kids to plug 
into.” 

_Valerie Vande Panne 


For more information, tune 
into student-run Zumix 
radio (broadcast from their 
new space) at 1630-AM, or 
go to zumix.org. 
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THE PHOENIX’S SECOND ANNUAL YEAR MEDIA MALFEASANCE 


BY ADAM REILLY 


Between the rise of the Web, the 

ADD-addling of America, the 
fragmentation of any national political 
consensus, and the devastated economy, 
working the press can feel bit like 
manning the Titanic — and this year, the 
entire industry seemed to teeter on the 
edge of oblivion. That may explain 2009's 
roster of media misdeeds, which include 
unseemly schadenfreude, excessive jour- 
nalistic aggression (physical and verbal), 
shameless whoring for Web traffic, shoddy 
writing and editing, timidity in the face of 
power, naked acquisitiveness — and a car- 
toon depicting Barack Obama as 
chimp. may not have 
been the ugliest media year 
on record, but 2009 certainly 
wasn't pretty, here in Boston or 
anywhere else. Take the follow- 
ing lowlights please! 


1) JOURNALISTIC SOLIDARITY: IT’S A BEAUTIFUL 
THING With the New York Times Company 
threatening shutdown the Boston 
unquestionably the biggest local media story 
of the year — the rival (and understaffed) 
Boston Herald unleashes its scrappy-tabloid id, 
publishing contemptuous list ways 
save the paper (e.g., “Cancel pricey newsroom 
subscriptions to Sanctimonia and Pomposity 
Today magazines”). Around the same time, 

lobe-hating Herald columnist Howie Carr 
explains his myopic calculus — and the 
apparently CBS News: “If 
the one day, wewin.” 


2) HUNDREDS OF UNEMPLOYED EDITORIAL CAR- 
TOONISTS, AND THIS GUY GETS TO KEEP HIS jOB? 
Linking face-eating chimpanzee story out 
Stamford, Connecticut, to President Obama, 
New York Post cartoonist Sean Delonas depicts 
two police officers staring the simian one 
has just shot, the other says: have 
find someone else write the next stimu- 
lus bill.” Previous Delonas jaw-droppers have 
included hook-nosed terrorists cheering the 
Democrats’ victories the 2006 congressio- 
nal elections, Sharpton with really huge 
butt, and — as New Jersey moved toward 
legalizing same-sex nuptials — a lusty man 
sheep and applying for Carden 
State marriage license. 


3) AND THAT’S THE WAY IT ISN'T In an impressive- 
strong follow-up last year’s mistake- 
ridden Charlton Heston obituary (in which 
the paper erred on Heston’s age, birth year, 
and birth name, among other things), the 
New YorkTimes publishes appraisal the 
late Walter Cronkite’s legacy — written by 
factually challenged critic Alessandra 
Stanley that contains eight errors (one 
due editing) and prompts two separate 
corrections, totaling roughly 250 words. 
Meanwhile, the paper’s standard-issue 
Cronkite obit requires another three correc- 
tions totaling approximately 180 words. 


REPORTS YOU DECIDE! Time magazine 
cover story David Von Drehle Fox 


Beck begins with descrip- 


tion September conservative protest 
in Washington, DC, that effectively 
Tenounces the possibility of objective 
truth. “If you get your information 
from liberal sources,” muses Von 
Drehle, “the crowd numbered about 
70,000, many of them greedy racists. 
you get your information from conser- 
vative sources, the crowd was hundreds of 
thousands strong, perhaps as many as a mil- 
lion, and the tenor was peaceful and patri- 
otic.” And you get your information from 
Time, you get what you deserve. 


5) THUS SPAKE THE MEDIA CRITIC AT CELEBRITY 
WORSHIP MONTHLY Discussing the future 
journalism Point, Vanity Fair 


columnist and media entrepreneur Michael 
Wolff grows irate when host Tom Ashbrook ‘ 
suggests that newsroom values could be 2% 
imperiled the industry’s destabilization. 
“Newspaper reporters are hacks!” shouts 
Wolff. “They have always been! They rewrite 
press releases! They’re the lowest the low!” 


SHEET-FIGHTIN’ MAN More scrappy-tabloid 
overkill: in June, 33-year-old Herald reporter 
and boxing enthusiast O’Ryan Johnson al- 
legedly kicks an emphysemic, 74-year-old 
man the chest during dispute laun- 
dromat in Groveland, Massachusetts. 


7) COMING SOON: “ARIANNA DOGGY STYLE,” IN WHICH 
OUR PUBLISHER DISCUSSES CANINE FASHION 
Taking its shameless affinity for sexy, click- 
generating content new heights, the Huff- 
ington Post responds the ever-expanding 
Tiger Woods adultery scandal offering 
video titled “Tiger Woods Sex.” The footage 
turns out to be a BBC nature-documentary 
excerpt that features brief tiger-mating se- 
quence (the cat, not the which, 
the Columbia Journalism Review notes, occurs 
area that’s not even very woodsy. (The title 
later changed.) 


8) AND THEIR TOTE BAGS SHALL BE MADE BY PRADA 
According tax return filed this year 
ProPublica — the new, nonprofit, donation- 
driven investigative-news organization 
president and editor-in-chief Paul Steiger, 
formerly the managing editor the Wall 
Street Journal, made a whopping $570,000 in 
2008. Also noteworthy: Scott Simon, host 
National Public Radio’s Weekend Edition Satur- 
day, makes just over $300,000 annually, and 
Evan Smith, editor the new, online non- 
profit Texas Tribune, reportedly earns $315,000 
(with 15 percent deferred for two years). Keep 
those pledges coming! 


9) EXCEPT FOR SLAVERY, jiM CROW, LYNCHINGS, AND 
SEAN DELONAS, IT’S NOT A BAD COMPARISON In. 

article titled “Rise Epithet,” National 
Jay Nordlinger admits that the term 
“teabagger” was originally created con- 
activists but then likens the 
term “nigger.” was growing up, 
Ann Arbor, writes Nordlinger, “there 
was a little debate: should school officials try 
prevent black students from using the 
word? don’t believe the issue was ever settled. 
And brings the question whether 
word: used the family, but radioactive 
outside the family.” 


10) PERHAPS YOU CREATED THAT IMPRESSION BY 
WORKING THE NEW YORK TIMES? Irate that 
his boosterish coverage Apple became 
media story its own right, New YorkTimes 
technology columnist David Pogue protests: 
“Since when have I ever billed myself as a 
journalist? . . . I’ve never been to journalism 


Quote 

- 


school. I don’t know what it means to bury 
the lede. Okay, I do know what it means.” 


11) OTHER THAN THAT, THEY'VE BEEN THE CAN- 
DID, DECISIVE NEW YORK OWNERS ANY NEWS- 
PAPER WOULD WANT After the New York 
Times Co. threatens to close the Globe if the 
paper’s unions don’t provide $20 million 
in concessions (see item No. 1), a com- 
pany spokeswoman declines comment to 
the Times and Globe reporters covering the 
story, and neither chairman Arthur Sulz- 
berger Jr. nor CEO Janet Robinson ever visit 
Boston to make their case directly to con- 
cerned employees. Later in the year, after 
the requested concessions are delivered, 
the Times Co. puts the Globe for sale 
but then decides keep it, instead. 


12) FIRST THEY CAME FOR OUR PERMA-JOBS, AND 
YOU SAID NOTHING The Boston Newspaper 
Guild, the Globe’s largest union, spins the 
New York Times Co.’s closure threat as a case 
humble workers victimized corporate ra- 
pacity while simultaneously defending the 
preposterously cushy lifetime-job guarantees 
enjoyed many its members. 


13) MAYBE SEAN DELONAS WAS THE SENSITIVE 
ONE? Fired New York Post associate editor 
Sandra Guzman sues her former employer, 
alleging (among other things) that she was 
canned after objecting to the aforemen- 
tioned Obama-as-chimp cartoon, that Post 
editor-in-chief Col Allan used his Blackber- 
ry to show Guzman and three other women 
picture man exposing himself, that 
her Latina roots led one News Corp. execu- 
tive dub Cha #1,” and 
female copy assistant was once offered re- 
porting position exchange for blowjob. 


14) AND THE 2009 HARVEY MILK SENSITIVITY 
AWARD GOES TO... Compensating, perhaps, 
for its awkward status gay Magazine 
pretending to be straight — and five years 
after running the think piece “Gay 
Asian?” Details publishes simultane- 
ously dubious and offensive trend piece 
the alleged rise the “Douchefag.” 


15) ANCHOR AWAY? In January, discussing 
presidential inauguration, Good 
Morning America host Diane Sawyer appears 
inexplicably loopy but rather than order- 
ing her home and regroup, ABC keeps 
putting her back on the air. Video of her 
appearances subsequently become In- 
ternet sensation. 


16) THESE AREN'T THE CLIPS YOU'RE LOOKING FOR 
Writing for the Fairfield University Mirror, 
student journalist Chris Surette crafts col- 
umn titled Walk Shame” that may 
complicate his future job search. “So after 
flirting with young swan 

party, you invite her 

back your place and 

she accepts,” Surette 

begins. “The road 

pleasure town 

begins and 


THE RISE 
THE 


Johnny Drama would say, VIC- 

TORY! Congrats boys, not only 

did you get laid, but you 

great story for the rest your life.” 
gets worse. “Not only is it a story for 
you and your boys,” continues Surette, 
“but others will soon realize what 
happened when they see your victim 
walking back to the dorms in her dress 
from last night, with disgraceful look 
her face she was robbed her 
dignity.” Yes, Chris is just a humble 
college student, but his unique blend 
bad prose and misogyny gets him spot 
this list. Kudos! 


17) BUT NOW HE’S OUR ROBBER BARON The 
New York Times Co. kicks off 2009 by bor- 
rowing (at high interest) roughly $250 
million from Carlos Slim Heli, a contro- 
versial Mexican billionaire described in a 
2007 Times column as a latter-day “robber 
baron.” return, Slim receives warrants 
that could eventually give him control 
percent of the Times Co.’s common stock, 
putting him position affect the fu- 
ture course America’s paper record. 


18) BACK IN THE USSR After GQ publishes a 
September article on Russia’s prime min- 
ister “Vladimir Putin’s Dark Rise 
Power,” owner Condé Nast decides not to 
distribute the issue in Russia, not to show 
the article any Russian officials, adver- 
tisers, or journalists, and not to make the 
piece available the Web. falls 
in the Siberian forest . . .) 


19) GINNING UP A FAUX-POPULIST MOVEMENT: THE 
NEW “FAIR AND BALANCED” In January — three 
months before the Fox News-sponsored “tea 
parties” become the conservative equivalent 
rocks” Fox News executive John 
Moody vows that his network will cover 
President Obama objectively, just the way it 
covered President George Bush. 


20) DON’T GET HIM STARTED ON SESAME STREET 
FANS Visiting Santa Fe, New Mexico, to 
drum that city’s public tele- 
vision station, David Brancaccio host 
Now PBS alienates millions prospec- 
tive viewers telling the Santa Reporter: 
“The bigger TV you have, the dumber you 
are. Smart people have TVs, often but 
not very big ones.” 


21) OR YOU COULD JUST RENT THE PAPER FOR A DAY 
The Washington Post plans series “salons” 
the home of publisher Katharine Weymouth, 
which lobbyists and other sponsors forking 
over up to $250,000 can chat with congres- 
sional leaders, members of the Obama ad- 
ministration, and Post journalists. After the 
arrangement reported Politico, the events 
are canceled; Weymouth and executive editor 
Marcus Brauchli respond (not all that convinc- 
ingly) attempting blame the 
Post’s marketing department. 


3. 22) MISPLACED PHOTO OF THE YEAR 
The Washington Times Web site ac- 
story headlined “36 
Chicago area students killed sets 
with photo Obama’s 
daughters, who are a) alive and 
b) don’t live in Chicago. 
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23) O’RYAN JOHNSON, MEET HENRY ALLEN After 
Washington Post assignment editor Henry Al- 
len accuses his “Style” subordinate, reporter 
Manuel Roig-Franzia, of co-authoring the 
second-worst piece he’s seen in 43 years, 
Roig-Franzia reportedly replies: “Henry, don’t 
be such a cocksucker.” Allen then shoves 
Roig-Franzia and punches him the head. 


24) BETWEEN THEM AND CHRIS SURETTE, THE FU- 
TURE OF JOURNALISM IS IN GOOD HANDS The Harvard 
launching pad for such eminences 
David Halberstam, Hendrik Hertzberg, and 
J. Anthony Lukas — loses some of its luster 
when a juvenile screed sent by outgoing staff- 
ers their nemeses the paper’s business 
board published ivygateblog.com. 
The missive’s core is an angry, Schwar- 
zeneggerian acrostic: 


Fuck you. 
U gly — Yeah yeah you ugly 
C um — after your circle jerks you have 
together, all over face 

action you performed upon 
the only institution that has ever 
accepted you 

Y ellow Fever — What half of you have, 

you sick fucks. 

Oh—oh, oh, oh, the screams of 
{redacted]’s orgasm from group-fisting 
heard from the Quad during deliberations 

surp the only thing that can save 
the Crimson now 


25) IF GO HAD DONE THIS, IT NEVER WOULD HAVE 
HAD THAT WHOLE “PUTIN” PROBLEM The Dallas 
Morning News announces that some section 
editors (as in “editors”) will now report to 
sales managers been rechristened 
“general managers”) arrangement that 
may be replicated at parent company A.H. 
Belo’s other papers, including the Providence 
Journal. Adios, newsroom independence. 


26) WHICH MEANS SHE PLAGIARIZED SOMEONE 
ELSE After grammatically complex para- 
graph written “Talking Points Memo” 
founder Josh Marshall appears nearly verba- 
tim in a column by the New YorkTimes’ Mau- 
reen Dowd, Dowd apologizes, explaining (?) 
that gotten the content from conver- 
sation with friend and assumed was that 
original insight. 


27) (T'S WAY TOO LATE FOR THAT, JOE In the “Cou- 
pling” column the Boston Globe Magazine, 
Joseph Williams the paper’s Washington 
deputy bureau chief — relates his experiences 
with “friends with benefits,” telling readers far 
more than they ever wanted know about his 
sexual habits. Williams ends 
Stay sexual comfort zone there’s 
partner I'd like to be with, fine, but until then 
I'll keep things to myself.” 


28) BECAUSE REALLY, WHO CAN AFFORD TO BE 
CHOOSY ABOUT REVENUE THESE DAYS? The history- 
impoverished Warren, Pennsylvania, Times 
Observer publishes classified eagerly antici- 
pating assassination. 


29) IN RETROSPECT, PROBABLY NOT THE BEST ANAL- 
OGY In an April speech at Stanford University, 
New York Times executive editor Bill Keller 
awkwardly states that “saving the New York 
Times now ranks with saving Darfur high- 
minded cause.” That same month, a UN esti- 
mate puts the death toll in Darfur at 300,000. 


30) THE 20TH HIJACKER WAS. .. FLAVOR FLAV? The 
Washington Post runs the following correction: 
Nov. article the District edition 
Local Living incorrectly said Public Enemy 
song declared 9/11 joke. The song refers 
the emergency phone number.” 


To read the “Don’t Quote Me” biog, go to 
thePhoenix.com/dontquoteme. Adam Reilly 
can be reached at areilly@phx.com. 
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WILL FUTURE ELECTION RESULTS FOLLOW THE BESTSELLER LISTS? 


DAVID BERNSTEIN 


2009, libe held firm control the 

i e US Senate, and the US House 
Ss. But th here was one realm 
minated: the New York Times 


That probably isn’t coincidence. The rise 
bama and a Democratic Congress 
t-wing rabble-rousers something 


s added to the mix, 

hat we've seen: a 

Tvative marketplace” 
reviously dubbed it, feeding 

the cobbled together ideol- 

known movement conservatism, first 

ted by th: tanks and advocacy organiza- 


byt 


ions the 1980s. Today, audience per- 
haps 10 to 20 million people nationwide is eager 
to spend its time and money on right-wing 
television, radio, books, newsletters, and inter- 
est groups. And candidates, too, as evidenced 

the outpouring millions support 
ongressman Joe “You Lie” Wilson and the New 
York Conservative Party congressional campaign 
of Doug Hoffman. 

That audience stands ready to force the most 
conservative candidates onto the COP in 2010 — 
such as Marco Rubio over the far-more-elect- 

ble Republican, Charlie Crist, for US Senate in 
Florida —or, as in the case of Hoffman, to simply 
abandon the party altogether. 

This market has been maturing over the past 
decade and a half or so, and each year it sends 
two or three book titles briefly up the charts. But 
2009 was something entirely different. 

Five conservative titles published this year 
pore R. Levin's Liberty and Tyranny: A Conservative 

Manifesto (Threshold Editions), Michelle Malkin’s 
Cul ture of Corruption: Obama and His Team of Tax Cheats, 
Crooks, and Cronies (Regnery Press), Sarah 
Going Rogue: An American Life (HarperCollins), hus- 
band-and-wife team Dick Morris and Eileen 
McCann's Catastrophe (Harper), and Glenn Beck’s 
Arguing with Idiots: How Stop Small Minds and Big 
Government (Threshold Editions) — each reached 
number one on the Times’ hardcover nonfiction 
list, claiming the top spot collectively for 25 out 
of 52 weeks. That’s more weeks at number one 
in one year than conservative books achieved, in 
total, over the previous five two years which 
saw high-interest presidential elections. 

Two other entries — Ann Coulter’s Guilty: 
Liberal “Victims” and Their Assault on America (Crown 
Forum) and Bernard Slobbering Love 
Affair: The True (and Pathetic) Story of the Torrid Romance 
Between Barack Obama and the Mainstream Media 

Regnery Press) — peaked at second place. And 
yet another topped the paperback list for 
weeks. That book — Glenn Beck’s Common Sens 
The Case Against an Out-of. f-Co mtrol Go 


vernment, Ins 


print, 


hree to surpass a on in 
along with Levin's Li mn 
oing Rogue. (For reviews of each of the na 
books discussed in this article, see “Rants of the 
Right,” at thePhoenix.com.) 
And that domination occurred even without 
new titles from several of the genre’s most sure- 


BOOK SHNOOKS These 
five titles each topped 
the New York Times best- 


seller list in 2009. 


SEEDS 


Looking for the 
most influential 
thinker among 
movement 
conservatives? 
Thomas Sowell 

is cited in five of 
the eight top-sell- 
ing conservative 
books of 2009: 
Common Sense; 
Arguing with Idi- 
ots; A Slobbering 
Love Affair; Going 
Rogue; and Lib- 
erty and Tyranny. 


fire list-toppers, such Fox News mainstays 
Bill O'Reilly and Sean Hannity. 

Despite the success of these books, most 
mainstream publications including the Times 
itself have generally ignored them, declining 
to even publish reviews. That’s understandable: 
after all, Waldo? books have also sold well, 
and Coulter’s Guilty and Goldberg’s Slobbering Love 
Affair are barely more worthy the intellectual 
consideration. 

But ignoring these bestsellers altogether is 
to miss out on what's driving today’s conserva- 
tives — and in turn, the Republican Party. 

The message these books carry, in fact, is 
that the COP failing fight hard enough 
against the liberal agenda. The Republican 
Party, according to the authors, acquiesced in 
the growth the federal government; failed 
cast Obama and his associates the dangerous 
corrupt radicals that they are; and shied from 
calling for the rollback the progressive gains 
the past century. 

And these bestsellers reserve much their 
harshest criticism for moderate Republicans 
Levin dubs them “neo-statists” — while almost 
every one of their authors proclaims his or her 
independence from the party. 

This has the GOP running scared. The “Tea 
Party” outgrowth of the MCM now outpolls the 
Republican Party. least two MCM personali- 
ties — Palin and Lou Dobbs — have raised the 
possibility independent presidential run 
2012. As this audience has become the dominant 
force within the GOP, party leaders have been 
forced to adopt, or at least tolerate, the nutty 
ideas used sell products the MCM. 


READING FUNDAMENTALIST 


CONSERVATIVE SCREEDS DOMINATED THE BOOK CHARTS THIS YEAR. 


those paying attention the MCM were 
not surprised this summer upon learning that 
Americans believe that Obama 
foreign-born, and thus, according the 
Constitution, ineligible hold his office. That’s 
because this “birther” theory is argued at length 
in last year’s number-one bestseller The Obama 
Nation, by Jerome Corsi. 

Catastrophe, meanwhile, set the table for some 
what you saw this town hall 
meetings. That book, which hit the top spot 
soon after its June release, devotes a chapter 
to Obama’s secret “plan to ration health care.” 
Its authors, Morris and McGann, warn that, if 
health-care reform passes, “bureaucrats . . . will 
literally determine whether you live die.” 
early August, Palin turned this into the coinage 
“death panels” Facebook post. Democrats 
then spent the next four weeks dealing with the 
fallout. If they don’t want to be constantly play- 
ing catch up, liberals will have expand their 
reading lists. 


JUSTIFY HATE 

The eight top-selling conservative books 2009 
range from ideological treatises personal mem- 
oir. But despite their differences, they have much 
in common. 

Clearly, these books sold so well because they 
message that many conserva- 
tives want hear. What these books provide, 
in my judgment, is justification for the intense 
anger, hatred, and fear they feel toward Obama 
and the federal government feelings that were 
deliberately stoked throughout the presidential 
campaign, primarily the MCM. There are four 
steps that process justification. 


APOCALYPSE SOON Before the election, conser- 
vative talkers and bloggers argued that Obama 
was not simply poor choice for president, but 
because of his anti-American views, his radical 
friends, and his socialist agenda, mortally dan- 
gerous one. 

But the warnings have proven false. Obama 
has not, for example, tried confiscate 
everyone’s guns, promoted infanticide, ceded 
American sovereignty, sent citizens FEMA 
concentration camps, nationalized radio and 
removed all conservatives from the air (all of 
which, and much more, was actually predicted). 

The benign results threaten undermine 
all the paranoid rage the past two years, and 
prompt conservatives accept that Obama, 
while not their cup tea, not dangerous 
they had believed. 

The MCM doesn’t want that happen 
would bad for ratings and sales. these books 
them that Obama and the Democrats 
are, fact, destroying the nation. 

Morris and McGann begin their book with the 
admonition: “It’s time to take back our country. 
Now. It’s that simple. It’s that urgent.” Beck 
warns Common Sense that stand fork 
the road which one path “leads transna- 
tionalism and the end of American sovereignty.” 
Goldberg and Coulter declare that the media is no 
longer just biased, but actively colluding with the 
left implement socialist agenda. 

Levin proclaims that Constitution-rewriting 
“judicial oligarchy” has perverted our founding 
principles to the extent that today’s America is 
ger even representative republic, thanks 


THEY PONTIFICATE, YOU 
DECIDE The eight best-selling 
conservative books contain no 
original reporting or research. 


unelected “maze of administrative depart- 
ments that are unknown to the public and 
detached from its sentiment.” And, thanks 
to the usurpation of states’ rights by the 
central government, America longer 
federal republic. Dire days indeed. 


2) (IT’S SIMPLE, STUPID It is, therefore, the 
wrongheaded policies of the left that are 
dooming the country, they argue. And MCM 
consumers have been strongly expressing 
their absolute certainty this issues rang- 
ing from economic recovery and health-care 
reform to constitutional interpretation and 
international diplomacy. 

But these are complicated issues, and 
the Obama administration is led by well- 
educated, experienced professionals — 
whereas few the critics have prac- 
tical experience advanced education 
economics, foreign affairs, or public policy. 

Notably, these top-selling books contain 
no original reporting or research, nor do their 
authors write from the lofty perches public 
office, academia, or in-the-field journalism. 
With the (possible) exception Palin, the 
authors of all of these books make their liv- 
ing from the conservative marketplace. Beck, 
who penned two of them, hosts television 
and radio talk shows. Levin hosts a radio talk 
show and heads the contributor-funded, con- 
servative Landmark Legal Foundation. Coulter 
is a syndicated columnist. Goldberg, a former 
journalist, is a Fox News media analyst. 
Morris is a consultant and Fox News analyst, 
and McGann is a consultant. Malkin is a col- 
umnist and runs two conservative Web sites. 

To counter that apparent lack of author- 
ity, 2009's top-selling authors repeatedly 
assure the reader that education and expe- 
rience only make people understand less. 
Common sense trumps all. 

Palin’s memoir is essentially a book- 
length dissertation on this thesis. The other 
authors are even more direct. “Maybe I need 
some advanced degree in economics from 
the People’s Republic of Harvard or a Nobel 
Prize to understand this,” sneers Beck in his 
thoroughly misguided analysis of the current 
economic crisis in Arguing with Idiots. 

Beck mocks the “Ivy Leaguers” running 
the economy; Levin writes the “legions 
academics” who “serve as [the statists’] mis- 
sionaries.” Each of the authors assures you 
that these complicated issues are not actually 
complicated all. few simple and obvious 
principles are all you need to answer every 
policy question and feel justified 
berating those who disagree. 


3) THEY’RE NOT WRONG — THEY’RE LYING But if 
the answers are so obvious, how is it that so 
many seemingly intelligent people posi- 


tions authority can wrong? 

Because it’s more insidious than that, 
these writers say: our liberal leaders are not 
“wrong” — rather, they are lying. 

Democrats don’t actually believe that their 
policies will work, they write — nobody could 
be that stupid. 

Beck repeatedly accuses liberals lying 
Common Sense. “The snakes responsible for this 
scheme know that it isn’t going to work,” he 
writes at one point. The thesis of Coulter’ 
book is that liberal politicians (with their co- 
conspirators in the media) collude to destroy 
the reputations all who stand their way. 
(Coulter even insists that George W. Bush’s 
infamous claim that Saddam Hussein was 
seeking yellowcake uranium from Niger was 
“indisputably true.”) 

Democrats use these lies to deceive 
Americans while concealing their true 
motivations, write Morris and McGann. 

The authors repeatedly claim that liberal 
policies — including the economic-stimulus 
package, immigration reform, and changing 
of unionization rules — are driven not by a 
desire improve people’s lives, but turn 
them into government-dependent Democratic 
voters. Malkin declares that Obama’s family, 
friends, associates, and appointees are corrupt 
and venal — every one of them. 

Several of the authors claim that liberal 
leaders are pushing climate change concerns 
not because they fear for the planet, but 
because they want increase government 
control over business and the economy. Levin 
adds a twist to this theory: liberals despise the 
automobile, which “provides the individual 
with tangible means exercise his inde- 
pendence through mobility.” Clever statists. 


4) WOOL OVER THEIR EYES One last problem 
remains. These conservatives are big pro- 
ponents of democracy, the wisdom of the 
people, and the constitutional process — and 
yet a solid majority of American voters chose 
Obama and a Democratic-dominated Con- 
gress. So, shouldn’t we all accept the results 
and move forward? After all, it’s not as 
though anyone can steal American presi- 
dential election, right? 

But these authors strongly imply that 
the liberals did pilfer the 2008 presidential 

contest — or rather, the media did, through 
its deliberately biased reporting. The public 
knew not what it did at the ballot box. 

Goldberg's entire book is dedicated to this 
premise. Coulter, too, is out to demonstrate 
that “the liberal media behemoth” is guilty 
of deliberately sabotaging the right. All eight 
books treat the “mainstream media” as a 
vile tool the left. Levin explicitly advises 
against using “the media” as a primary 
source of information. 

Many of these books bemoan the media’s 
treatment of Palin — but none as caustically 
as Palin herself. Going Rogue never goes long 
without a new potshot at journalists. During 
an account of her mayoral tenure, she tells 
of a woman who thought that one of Palin’s 
children had been caught using drugs, when 
it was actually the child of another city’s 
mayor. Palin is aghast at the woman for 
believing and repeating the false rumor. “It 
would be a few years,” she writes, “before 
I learned that some people make a living 
and even earn prestigious awards for doing 
exactly that.” 

warning their legions against all 
media sources outside the MCM, these 
authors preemptively “protect” their readers 
from any contrary facts and opinions — and 
keep them coming back for more these 
right-wing rants. That should ensure that 
the conservative titles tap for 2010 (includ- 
ing yet another from Beck) will continue 
their streak of success on the Times list. © 


To read the “Talking Politics” blog, go to the- 
Phoenix.com/talkingpolitics. David S. Bernstein 
can be reached at dbernstein@phx.com. 
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GLORY DAY 


THE PAST DECADE, HUB SPORTS TEAMS TURNED BOSTON 
FROM LOSERVILLE TITLE TOWN 


_BY MIKE MILIARD 


Here we sit in Loserville, USA, 
wallowing in regret and misery, wishing 
someday we might find out what it’s like 
to be Oakland or Seattle or even St. Louis. 


Gerry Callahan, Boston Herald, 
October 2000 


Moments after Adam Vinatieri’s field 

goal split the uprights as the clock 
expired in the Louisiana Superdome on Feb- 
Tuary 3, 2002, the streets of Boston were in 
bedlam. Drunk people dangled from trees 
and hung off lampposts. Motorists leaned 
their horns. I saw a guy hug a cop. 

The Patriots had just stunned the St. 
Louis Rams, eking out a 20-17 victory behind 
a toothsome young quarterback named 
Tom Brady to win Super Bowl XXXVI. It was 
the team’s first-ever Super Bowl triumph, 
and the first championship seen New 
England since the days Larry Bird and 
Kevin McHale. 

For years, it was our lot to be losers. Sure, 
the Celtics lofted banner after banner from 
the ‘sos into the ’8os. And yes, once upon 
a time, the Bruins were Big and Bad. But 
for most of the century, the Hub was cursed 

vith hard luck: be it Bucky, Buckner, or the 
suckitude of the Pats. 

had always been pre-ordained 
fail. It was hardwired into Boston's DNA, 
like that weird combination of Puritan 
Calvinism and Irish cynicism. And now, 
thanks to Vinatieri’s 48-yard kick, for the 
first time in many people’s memory, we had 
a winner. And we had no idea how good it 
would get. 

It may be that (as Time just proclaimed), 
nationally, the aughties were the “Worst 
Decade Ever.” Just contrast the confetti- 
strewn jubilation in the Superdome that 
night with the abject humanity crowding 
the stadium three and a half years later, 
post-Katrina. 


But here in Boston, on grass and parquet, . 


our teams were having the time of their 
lives. Along the way, there were more iconic 
moments and entertaining backstories than 
one could possibly enumerate here. (The 
one downside? Some bad news for our mas- 
cots, with the Celtics’ Lucky the Leprechaun 
downsized and Pat Patriot nabbed for, er, 
soliciting a hooker.) 

all guts and glory, course. 
There was plenty of teeth-gnashing to go 


around. The New England Revolution, our 


underappreciated pro-soccer squad, were sty- ” 
mied to a near Buffalonian degree — runners 3 


up for the MLS Cup four times in six years 
(in 2002, 2005, 2006, 2007). And while the 
Bruins have shown some heartening resur- 
gence in recent seasons, they were knocked 
out in the quarter- or semi-finals five times 
between 2001 and 2009. (Perhaps chastened 
by being named “worst owner in sports” by 
espn.com in 2001, Jeremy Jacobs has made 
some strides, but not enough, toward reha- 
bilitating his penny-pinching ways.) 

But three Super Bowls, two World Series, 


had 
always been 
pre-ordained 
fail. was 
hardwired into 
Boston’s DNA, 
like that weird 
combination 
Puritan 
Calvinism and 
Irish cynicism. 


was the decade when became world beat- 
ers, when Boston, flipping switch, went 
from “Loserville” to Title Town. And that’s not 
even counting the continued success the 
Wayland Broomstones Curling Club. 


HITS AND MISSES 

Things didn’t catch fire right away. Despite 
the lingering electricity that Super Bowl, 
and the opening the gleaming new Gil- 
lette Stadium, the Patriots muddled through 
mediocre season 2002 every game 
which was chronicled weekly the Phoenix 
Sean Glennon, whose dispatches were later 
collected in a volume called This Pats Year: A Trek 
Through a Season As a Football Fan (Taylor Trade). 

That was lackluster campaign was 
lucky for him. “I wanted to catch fans during 
a typical season,” he told me in 2004. (See 
“Patriot Games,” November 12 of that year.) 
Because fandom, the end, has less 
with winning and losing than “with the guy 
next door and the guy who works at the next 
desk and the people who are row ahead 
you at the game or on the next stool at the 
bar.” Rooting “something that brings you 
all together when most the time you have 
nothing in common.” 

The Red Sox had a crappy season in 'o2, 
too, staffed with such immortals as José 
Offerman and the corpse Tony Clark. But 
the following season, rejuvenated 
wunderkind general manager Theo Epstein’s 
little-known pick-ups Bill Mueller, Kevin 
Millar, a decent hitter from the Twins named 
David Ortiz the team gelled. One might 
even say they cowboyed up. 

But, in the late innings of ALCS Game 7, 
with trip the World Series seemingly the 


bag, Grady Little, our forever-to-be-execrated 
manager — the man they call“Gump” — 
suddenly forgot how use his bullpen. The 
bad guys won. The good guys lost. Pint glasses 
were thrown into TV screens from Fairfield 

to Fort Kent. And our most beloved team ful- 
filled their time-honored role as choke artists 
extraordinaire. 

Luckily, just three months later, 
Belichick, Brady, and Janet Jackson's nipple 
were happy alleviate the sting. 
February 1, 2004, the Pats won another Super 
Bowl — also a squeaker, also won with a 
clutch field goal the waning minutes 
beating the Carolina Panthers, 32-29. And 
New England rejoiced once more. 


TURNING THE CORNER 

But knew not what rejoicing truly was un- 
til October 27, 2004. The Red Sox responded 
that epochal gut punch hiring affable 
Terry Francona (a manager who’d implement 
the team brain trust’s reams statistical da- 
ta), signing unflappable closer Keith Foulke, 
and wooing ace Curt Schilling incorri- 
gible loudmouth, who nonetheless matched 
his words with deeds. 

all been written the books lore. 
one had done before baseball play- 
off series, they came back from three games 
down to drive a stake through the heart of 
the perfidious Yankees. Two clutch game- 
winning hits from Papi! The Steal™! The 
Bloody Sock™! And then, with red moon 
literally hanging in the sky, they went to St. 
Louis steamroll the powerhouse Cardinals 
no-doubt-about-it sweep. 

The region was engulfed happy hyster- 
ics not seen since V-J Day. There was a “rolling 
rally” (or Mayor Mumbles Menino called 
it, a“woawing wawy”) whose attendance 
rivaled Woodstock. Kids dove into the frigid 
celebration. Tears were shed Red 
Sox caps were placed the headstones the 
faithful departed from years past. 

took almost century and new, fresh- 
eyed strategy for assembling teams, but at 
long last happened. “It’s organization 
with lot very bright people who aren’t 
afraid to do things in a [new] way,” saber- 
metric savant Bill James, hired to be the Sox’ 
senior advisor on baseball operations, told 
me in 2008. (See “Stat Man,” April 2 of that 
Continued on p 14 


STUD, BLOOD, AND CHAMPIONSHIP FLOOD Tom Brady (left) enjoys the Patriots’ 2002 Super victory; Curt 


sock fills with blood (middie) during the Red Sox’ curse-breaking 2004 World Series run; and Kevin Garnett (right) hoists 
the Celtics’ 17th championship trophy 2008. 
apd an NBA Championship? We'll take it. This, 
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MATSU-CHUSETTS japanese import Daisuke Matsuzaka may have been the missing ingredient, 
as the power pitcher (right) led the Red Sox to their second World Series this decade, in 2067. 


Continued from p 12 

year.) “We don't look at problems and say, 
‘That's not the way everybody else does it.’ 
We look at problems and say, “What's the 
best way we could attack this?’” 

The Patriots, too, of course, had rapidly 
transformed into a model organization, 
from the munificent ownership of the Kraft 
family on down. That’s why it was hardly 
a surprise when they beat the Philadelphia 
Eagles the following February in Super Bowl 
XXXIX — only the second team (after the 
storied Dallas Cowboys) to win three in four 
years. Boston’s sports DNA was changing. 


BUMPS THE 

Gillette was sold out each week. Once-sparse 
Fenway bleachers were crowded (to the an- 
noyance of many a diehard) with pink hats 
swaying to Neil Diamond. There was a swag- 
ger in Boston fans. No longer whiny losers, 
the rest of the country now had justifiable 
reasons for hating us. 

The tables had shifted. The onus was on 
our opponents. The future was ours. 

Well, not quite. The Sox were knocked 
out of the ‘os ALDS in three games. Not long 
after, Epstein quit the team Halloween 
(amid rumors of front-office backbit- 
ing), sneaking out of Fenway in a gorilla 
suit. The Pats lost in the first round of the 
playoffs, too. And the less said about the 
2005-200€ Bruins and Celtics, the better. 
Things got even worse for the C’s during 
their 2006-2007 campaign: star-crossed 
season marred by the deaths of legends Red 
Auerbach and Dennis Johnson, the Green 
tured in the second-worst record in the 
league. The Red Sox, too, were cursed with 
Job-like afflictions that summer, plagued 
by injuries both mundane (hamstrings) and 
major (heart problems, cancer). 

recently reaccustomed the joy 
winning, fans wondered whether things 
had reverted the status quo. Once more 
to the ledge. 


BACK TOP 
Luckily, that manic energy found more posi- 
tive outlets in ’07. 

began with the Sox bidding absurd 
$51.1 million just for the right negotiate 
with Japanese superstar Daisuke Matsuzaka, 
then signing him beaucoup bucks. 

Matsuzaka mania was full swing. The 
Convention and Visitors Bureau had visions 
yen dancing their heads Japanese beis- 
boru fans flocked here to see their hero. (See 
“Turning Japanese,” January 31, 2007.) Poorly 
translated signs cropped Yawkey Way 
hometown nine (“an army corps red color 
sox”) and hawking delicious tubesteaks at 


“company of sausages that are the best.” 
Then the best part: behind Matsuzaka, 
Josh Beckett, bantam second baseman Dustin 

Pedroia, and lights-out closer Jonathan 
the Red Sox won their division, the 

irst time since 1995. Later, they swept the 
Colorado Rockies to win their second World 
Series in four years. What once was unthink- 
able now seemed almost . . . routine. 

Was there a downside to all this success? 
A backlash? Did Ortiz later being named on 
the infamous PED “list” give us pause? What 
about the cheating accusations leveled at the 
Patriots and Belichick by his former assis- 
tant (who'd since become the head coach 
of the rival New York Jets) in the infamous 
“Spygate” scandal? Did it make us rethink 
our winning ways? 

Nah. Not really. Not fans, and certainly 
not players. Witness the Patriots marching, 
undaunted, to annihilate the competition, 
moving inexorably onward to the NFL's first 
undefeated 16-game regular season. By the 
time they arrived in Arizona to play the New 
York Giants in Super Bowl XLII, it seemed 
manifest: they were the Createst Football 
Team in History. The game itself was but a 
mere formality. 

Cue the sound needle yanked off 
Sam Spence record. 

With 1:15 left in the game, everything fell 
apart. All remember blur images: 
ball caught high the air and pressed against 
helmet, Belichick storming off the field 
with second play. The Giants beat the 
Pats, 17-14. Peytori Manning’s twerpy little 
brother got ring, and grown men across New 
England went into their bedrooms to cry. 

But just as the Patriots had stepped in 
to salve the wounds of hurting Red Sox 
fans after the tragedy October 2003, the 
Celtics, powered the new “Big Three” 
Paul Pierce, Ray Allen, and Kevin Garnett, 
swooped down the spring They 
emphatically changed the subject the 
team, led Doc Rivers’s shrewd coaching, 
won the NBA Finais, beating the hated Los 
Angeles Lakers six games the last 
which, a 131-92 blowout, was the league’s 
largest margin of victory in a clincher. 

“Anything possible!” Garnett screamed 
the heavens primal release. And indeed 
was. city accustomed playing the patsy 
had transformed itself utterly. As Steve Buckley 
writes in his new book, Wicked Good Year (It 
Books), 2007 was Boston's annus mirabilis, “the 
greatest period prosperity not just Boston 
sports history, but any city’s sports history.” 

how about it? The aughts were pretty 
awesome would unsporting hope 
the teens belong Title Town, too? 


Mike Miliard can be reached at mmiliard@phx.com. 
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YEAR FOOD 


ROBERT NADEAU 


CRAIGIE ON MAIN Three superior sea scallops ($30) came with a more extensive 
garnish artichoke hearts and tiny clams. 


This was an unusual food year for 

me, in that the recession did not 
have the expected effect on the local 
dining scene. Expensive restaurants 
continued to open (though primar- 
ily in hotels) and several established 
chefs launched second restaurants in 
down-market formats. Italian food, and 
especially red-sauce Italian food, had a 
strong year, but so did steak houses and 
seafood palaces. Family-run ethnic res- 
taurants proliferated, but so did rather 
fancy ethnic restaurants. 

m the whole, it was a 
depression year in the sense 
that there were fewer four-star 
reviews and luxury restaurants. 
It was also a remarkably weak 
year for desserts. 

(This reminds me to remind 
you that my reviewing year 
might not be the same as your dining-out 
year; yours ought to include a lot more 
proven winners, since I visit a new restau- 
rant every week.) 

The clearest recessionary tactic is an em- 
phasis on small plates, wine by the glass, 
and similar moves to increase margins 
while reducing apparent sticker prices. 

Food fads are abating, though if you 
see osso bucco over risotto on one North 
End menu, it will soon be on all of them. 

réme brilée is slowly giving way to 
chocolate pudding. But we are still being 
served vertical food: either a giant plate 
with small little repeated piles, or a long 
plate with two or three variations. Micro- 
greens refuse to die, and we are seeing 
more nano-food than ever. 
Two downsizing trends I'd like to see 
re of are sub-price desserts like the 
bite specials at ArtBar, and three- 


ice wine pours, as at Pairing 


DINI 


mo 


rings 


— both of which 
res — plusa 
laces housed in the Louis 

g, 1am hoping that the al 


liance of high fashion and food so good 


you can’t fit into the accompanying store's 
clothes is finally over. 
And so, the envelopes, please. 


RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR Craigie on Main, 
in Central Square. Chef Tony Maws has 
avoided most of the celebrity game, and 
stuck with one of the great formulas out 
there: New England food, presented as if 
New England was a province of France. 
ASIAN RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR Thaita- 

tion Thai Cuisine, in the Fenway. Owner 
Ratana Chourattana insists that 
one Thai curry style not taste like 
N another. 

YEAR Terenga, in the South End. 
THE ANNUAL HOWARD MITCHUM ME- 
MORIAL MEDAL FOR INNOVATION IN 
SEAFOOD COOKERY (THE ONE AWARD 
HERE THAT REALLY MATTERS) Maws, 
again of Craigie on Main, for tempura fish 
cheeks, Maine smelts, mussels, black sea 
bass, and sous-vide arctic char. 

BEST MEAL ON DISPOSABLE PLATES New Rod 
Dee, in Brookline. 

IF YOUR GPS DOESN'T KILL YOU, THE PORTIONS 
WALL Off the Boat Seafood, in East Boston’s 
Central Square — a local Sargasso Sea for 
GPS devices. 

DINING OUT ON BREAKFAST Cinnamon-raisin 
French toast at the Friendly Toast, in Ken- 
dall Square. 

NOVELTY ITEM Blue herbal butter at Bina 
Osteria, near Downtown Crossing. 

BEST BAR BITE Chickpea fries at North 26, 
near Quincy Market. 

DOUBLE-DIGIT-DOLLAR VEGETARIAN APPETIZER 
OF THE YEAR Roasted turnips with melted 
Taleggio cheese and a salad on top at Sport- 
ello, in South Boston. 

SINGLE-DIGIT-DOLLAR VEGETARIAN APP OF THE 
YEAR Garlic soup at Con Sol, in Central 
Square. 

BEST VEGAN APP Tohujaw, fried triangles 
of melts-in-your-mouth chickpea tofu, 
Yoma, in Allston. 

BEST FRIED CALAMARI (OF MY REVIEWING YEAR) 
The Local, in West Newton. It’s sprinkled 
with green herbs and dipped in soy. 


w 


NON-EURO/ASIAN RESTAURANT OF THE 


CLEAR SOUP OF THE YEAR Orange flavor with 

clams and Chinese parsley at Great Taste, 

in Chinatown. 

THICK SOUP OF THE YEAR Seafood with a 

assorted-vegetables hot pot Jade Gar- 

den, in Chinatown. | 

BEST COLD SOUP Chilled asparagus with 

a porcini flan at Franklin Southie, in South 

Boston; spring-pea and lemongrass soup at 

Sensing, on the Waterfront. 

ITALIAN TAPAS Sicilian tuna meatballs at 

Ristorante Damiano, in the North End. 

BEST DUMPLINGS Mu Lan Taiwanese Restau- 

rant, near Kendall Square. 

BEST PASTA (TIE) Marissa locco’s pappardelle, 

gnocchi, and lobster agnolotti at Spiga, 

in Needham; Barbara Lynch's pappardelle 

and gnocchi at Sportello. 

BEST PIZZA The grilled flatbread with roast 

pork pieces, fig jam, cheese, and fresh 

chopped arugula at Pairings, in the The- 
ter District. 


= COMPOSED ENTREE OF THE YEAR (TIE) Crispy 
> suckling pig confit at Bina Osteria; sea 


scallops with oxtail at Pairings. 


SCROD THE YEAR Chatham cod with fin- 


gerling potatoes and a lobster-and-corn- 

chowder sauce at City Table, in Back Bay. 

LOBSTER OF THE YEAR Maine-lobster-salad 3 
appetizer lovely pile the meat 
about one-third of a lobster, prettied up 

with paper-thin slices of raw choggia beet 

(the stripy ones), some arugula, and genu- 

ine aged balsamic vinegar — at Asana, in 

Back Bay. 

BEST NEW SPECIES EATEN Mantis shrimp at 

Jade Garden, in Chinatown. 

TOP GRILLAGE Shrimp in a surprising syner- 

gy with tomato sauce, basil, and tagliatelle 

at Panza, in the North End. 

FISH WRAP Pasha salraon wrapped in grape 

leaves at Saray, in Allston. 

BEST VEGETARIAN ENTREE (TIE) “Vegetable 

Phyllo Assemblage” with great barley suc- 

cotash at ArtBar, in East Cambridge; pap- My, 
pardelle with carrot cream sauce, zucchi- 
ni, peas, and wild mushrooms, at Rowes 
Wharf Sea Grille, on the Waterfront. ate 
BURGER OF THE YEAR “Handmade Angus re 
burger” at the Stork Club, in the South End. 
BEST EGGPLANT “Sultan’s Delight,” mashed 
with cheese, at Saray. 

EXOTIC VEGETABLE THE YEAR Shishito pep- 
pers (careful how you say that), at both 
Exotic Sushi and Tapas, in the Financial 
District, and at Pairings. 

BEST MAC 'N’ CHEESE Served on the Porter- 
house steak at Sofia Italian Steakhouse, in 
West Roxbury. 

MAJOR GARLIC, | PRESUME? (TIE) Lobster ravioli 
at Panza; white-bean dip at Gennaro’s, in 
the North End. 

WATER CARRIERS Shreve'’s gurgling cods at 
Rowes Wharf Sea Crille. 

NON-GRAPE QUAFFAGE Woodchuck Pear Cider 
at Channel Café, in Fort Point Channel. 

EL EXIGENTE DEMANDS GREAT COFFEE French- 
press coffee at Tupelo, in Inman Square. 
DESSERT PRESENTATION Chocolate mousse 
in a glass cone inside a glass cube at the 
Stork Club. 

FUNNIEST MENU PROSE “Crilled wild sword- 
fish” at East Side Bar and Grille, in Inman 
Square. Try to imagine a tame swordfish. : 
FUNNIEST FOOD ERROR Créme non-brillée at 
the Kinsale, near Government Center. Not 

what I meant by a topless bar. © 


Robert Nadeau can be reached at 
robtnadea@aol.com. 
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the cheap 


LOOK BACK 2009 


In the wake of the Bush Recession, it's been gratifying to spend 
2009 noting how many good budget-priced restaurants Boston has 
From my past 50 weekly columns, here are a few standouts 


BEST BREAKFAST Steak & eggs at Auntie B's, in West Roxbury. The 
half-pound sirloin is a king amone diner steaks 
OUTSTANDING DUMPLINGS Jaiwanese-style pan-fried durnplines 
Gourmet Dumpling House, Chinatown. other dumplings are 
merely good.) 
BEST SANDWICH (CENTRAL AMERICAN) Pork-shoulder chimi 
§ Alex's Chimis, a Dominican joint with great rotisserie chicken in 
Plain 
BEST SANDWICH (NORTH AMERICAN) Chicken cemita Dorado 
Tacos & Cemitas, a fresh Baja California breeze in Brookline 
BEST SANDWICH (ASIAN) banh Banh Mi, 
} Chinatown. There's no better lunch for under $3 
CAL RIPKEN AWARD Chuck & Ann’s, a sub shop run by the same 
> couple for 47 years, in Southie. Love that sardine sandwich! 
| BEST CHEAP BURGER Fiat Patties, in Harvard Square. Approaches 
the In-N-Out, West Coast-style, griddied-burger ideal. 
| BEST MALL FOOD Trini’s Mexican Grille, in Watertown. An improb- 
k ably good reincarnation of a real Mexico City taqueria. 
SWISS ARMY KNIFE AWARD Mondonguito, Square 
joint Latin dancing, convenience-store sundries, cheap 
and Puerto Rican snacks. 
REASON FORSAKE FAST FOOD Coat curry roti Ali’s Roti, 


the South End. Delivers love the cooking that chain outlets 
BEST STATESIDE RARITY Amazing pork gyros Zo, Government Center. Ubiquitous Greece, rarely seen here. 


NICEST SURPRISE authentic osso bucco Milanese Place, venerable red-sauce palace Eastie. 
BEST REINVENTION South American accents and French under new chef Marco Suarez Bon Savor, Jamaica Piain 
MOST COMFORTING DISH Rabbit stew Senhor Ramos, Azorean restaurant/sub shop East Cambridge. 
CARNIVORE’S BARGAIN (TIE) Brazilian churrasco buffet at Bom de Boca Grille, in East Somerville; roast duck/chicken/ 
pork rice plate Vinh-Sun BBQ. Mmm, protein-y! 

BEST PIZZA Fiorelle's, serving dynamite wood-oven pies in an obscure corner of Newtonville 


CONNOR GLEASON 


Here's wishing you more delectable, frugal dining in 2010! 
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Square, MIT Stratton Center, Beacon Hill/MGH 


SPECIALS 


CAPSULES RECENT RESTAURANT REVIEWS 


Entrée prices are rounded to the nearest dollar. Restaurant hours, credit-card policy, 
and liquor information are not included, so be sure to call ahead. 


PAIRINGS | 50 Park Plaza (Park Plaza 
Hotel), Boston | 617.262.3473 | $16-$25 

| At breakfast and lunch Pairings 
serves as a functional hotel dining 
room, But at d er the chef has fun 
plates and unusual 
i dients. Desserts aren't yet at the 
level of the li plates and a 
few very fine entrées, though Finale 
is steps away. Catch the cuttlefish 
and gri 


ad appetizers, the 
d but 
ented 
loin. A cheese plate helps you 
finish some very nice wines available 
in three- or six-ounce pours 
MYUNG DONG 1ST AVENUE 
90-92 Harvard Avenue, Alliston | 
617.206.3229 | $12-$20 | Myung Dong 
is supposed to be a Korean dive bar 
with hip-hop décor and sound 
Fortunately, it includes lots of 
Japanese and Korean food; unfortu 
nately, our critic found it reliable 
but unexciting, except for a swell 
entrée of eel teriyaki. No desserts, 
but where else in Boston can you 
get a soju watermelon? 

PASHA TURKISH & 
MEDITERRANEAN CUISINE | 
669A Mass Ave, Arlington | 
781.648.5888 | $13-$20 | Turkish food 
never lets you down, and Pasha 
has pretensions to some of the best 
ever offered to the general public 
in these parts. Not everything is 

as amazing as the “spicy chopped 
vegetables,” the glorious lamb ravi 
oli called manti, and the beef and 
meatball kebabs. But it’s a long 
menu, so you can keep going back 
to explore. The only drawback is 
that, three days later, you are hun 
gry again. Dress informally and 
maybe think about fabrics, because 
manti can be drippy. 


sea scallops with oxtail (w 
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Step back time 
Oaxaca, Mexico at... 


Always fresh. 
Always pure. 
Everyday. 


GENNARO’S 5 NORTH SQUARE 
RISTORANTE | 5 North Sq, Boston 
| 617.720.1050 | $18-$32 | North End 
traditions, from Sinatra to red 
sauce, are spiffed up and supple 
mented with a killer eggplant 
Napoleon and specials like osso 
bucco on risotto in this romantically 
redone tourist trap just off North 
Square. It’s only a few yards away, 
yet somehow remote from, the 
hurly burly of Hanover Street and 
the mobs at Paul Revere's House 
CITY TABLE | 61 Exeter St, Bos- 
ton (Lenox Hotel) | 617.933.4800 | 
$12-$28 | Downsized and downscaled 
from the elaborate Azure, the new 
dining room of the old Lenox Hotel 
is warmer in tone and has the feel 
of a bar-restaurant. The more mod 
est menu is executed wonderfully, 
from the grass-fed sirloin burger 
with house-made pickles to my pick 
for the best codfish dish in Boston: 
the line-caught Chatham cod ina 
bit of lobster and corn chowder 
ARTBAR | S Cambridge Parkway 
(Royal Sonesta Hotel), Cambridge 

| 617.806.4122 | $24~$32 | This second 
bar-restaurant in the Royal Sonesta 
lacks the intensity of Dante, but 
has a nice combination of comfort 
classics and clever touches. Clam 
chowder and ziti Bolognese fit 

the bill for the former, while the 
vegetarian platter packs several 

surly es, and the four-bite small 
desserts can be just right. The walls 
are glass, so dress nicely. 


Try our Colorado Chicken, Tofu Burritos 
Homemade Tamales! 
1728 Mass Ave., Cambridge 149 First Cambridge 
1294 Beacon St., Coolidge Corner 
366 Washington Street, Brighton, 02135 
642 Beacon St Boston, MA 02215 


All of our sauces and marinades, including our bot sauce, 
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SATURDAY Some local rappers move 
away and ditch hats. Not Au- 
dible Mainframe frontman 
TION the rapper, who now calls Long 
Beach home, known get rowdy 
the stands every time the Sox hit Ana- 
heim. Fresh off his band’s 
Victory the recent Air- 
walk/Spin “Unsigned 
tion throwing his 
fourth annual“ 
The Night After Xmas” 
bash with Wiz and 
Los Wunder Twins 
del Rap. 
Harper’s Ferry, 158 
Brighton Ave, Allston 
harpersferryboston.com 


Amanda Palmer 


WEDNESDAY For seven years now, 
Beverly’s CASPIAN have been reserving 
this deader-than-dead evening for their 
annual “Last Night Earth” show. 
And though previous installments have 
passed without apocalyptic incident, 
the world really about dooms- 
day us, couldn’t think better 
soundtrack than 
the band’s word- 
less post-rock, 
which like 
shiatsu for your 
neurons. 

Middle East down- 
stairs, 480 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 
EAST or www. 
mideastclub.com 
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Edith Head 
probably had 
her hands full 
with couture 
fetishist Alfred 
Hitchcock. 

the same, 
her designs 
adorned his films, you can see the 
MFA series “THE COSTUMES OF EDITH HEAD.” 
Rear Window (1954; 4:30 pm), Grace Kel- 
ly’s outfits nearly distract James Stewart 
from the shenanigans next door. Also to- 
day, Kelly lights the Riviera 
aThief (1955; pm), and Stewart dresses 
Kim Novak Vertigo (1958; pm). 

Remis Auditorium, 465 Huntington Ave, 
Boston 4:30 $7-$10; $6-$8 students, 

seniors | www.mfa.org/film 


THURSDAY Gone are the days when you 
didn’t have think twice about bringing 
Grandma and little Jenny the BOSTON 
POPS. Ever since the Poppers initiated their 
“On the Edge” series few years ago, the 
venerable family-friendly institution has 
been veering left. Case point: the return 
Boston bad girl AMANDA PALMER, plus 

three-ring circus pre- and post-main- 
Stage performances ADAM MATTA, APRIL 
SMITH, and MISS TESS. The mainstage pro- 
gram also includes Palmer fellow traveler 
SXIP SHIREY doing Melody for Lizzie” 
with the Pops strings and digital bells (“via 
laptop”), and video MICHAEL POPE. 


Symphony Hall, 301 Mass Ave, Boston $45-$160 
617.266.1200 or www.bso.org 


New 


THURSDAY Priceless art and New 
Year’s Eve spirits are never good combi- 
nation, careful heading over 
to“LUNAR REFLECTIONS” at the Gardner 
Museum. The main event this night 
the full moon artist-in-residence TARO 
SHINODA’s enchanting films that orb. 
with Paula Robison the speaker, not 
mention complimentary eats, wine, and, 
for the designated drivers, Japanese tea. 
isabella Stewart 
Gardner 
Museum, 280 
the Fenway, 
Boston 
www.gardner- 
museum.org 


KILLSWITCH ENGAGE THE NEW FOUND GLORY SAVES THE 
WEARS PRADA + DARK TRANQUILITY | DAY + HELLOGOODBYE + FIREWORKS | 
February the House Blues, February the House Blues, 
www.ticketmaster.com www.ticketmaster.com 


© UMPHREY’S MCGEE | 
February the 


CARRIE 
March 21 at the DCU 
House Blues, Boston| Center, Worcester $33- 


Agganis Arena Boston 
University, Boston $45- 

ticketmaster.com 


PHOENIX DECEMBER 25, 2009 


& 


CRYSTAL-BALLING THE BEST 
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FRIDAY 


COMEDY | Twa 
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ait! Her something. Odd 
ipe ANDERSON COMELY. 


eat > 


lay at Cr 


lal edition of its s 
VERY JEWISH CHRISTMA’ 


SATURDAY 


MIRACLES ON ICE The last time 
we hit the Prog Pond, we could 
barely stand up. It was bad. Like, 
ng-in-our-faces 
bad. That's why we're impressed 

ith [ on lce’'s “100 YEARS 
OF MAGIC!” a production that cel- 
from 18 movies 

$ are able to pull 

s in elaborate character 

nd us — especially 
o have to share 
play Pumbaa 

TD Carden, 100 
ay, Boston | December 

+ 3 and 7 pm | December 
m; December 29 
$22-$82 | www.tick 


that poo 


a walt 


THROWDOWN 
able to snag t pt he sold-out 
annual HOMETOWN THROWDOWN 
featuring the MIGHTY MIGHTY 
BOSSTONES mber 26-28 at the 
iou Yecemnber 29 


ickets t 


se 


gic about the 
ing” was an in- 
ling and not 
a main plot point on Jersey Shore, 


q 


you'll be reliving it through clas- 
Sics like “Someday I Suppose” and 
“Toxic Toast.” The opening show, 
with the PILFERS, is tonight at the 
House of Blues, 36 Lansdowne St, 
Boston | 7 pm | $25 | www.ticket- 
Master.com 


SUNDAY 


INDIE ROCK | Not to be confused 
with Deerhunter or Big Buck 
Hunter, Casey Crescenzo’s the 
DEAR HUNTER serve up delight- 
fully angsty dude rock with an 
ambitious streak that’s not un- 
common among the scraggly post- 
punk set. What is rare, though, 

is the glimmer of raw talent that 
ing line-up be damned, 
this band could actually deliver on 
se of future greatness 


MONDAY 


LAR’s schizoid album After and 
Before blew us away a few months 


UPCOMING EVENT 


First Night details are available at 617.542.1399 


or www.firstnight.org. 


com/jennydeemusic 


© “MICHELANGELO SCULPTING DAVID" | Ice 


sculptures by Donald Chapelle | Boston 
Common | All day, starting at noon | 


www. brillianticesculpture.com 


INTRANSITIVE RECORDINGS Electronic 
and improvised music with Skeletons 


Out, Kyle Bobby Dunn, Oneohtrix Point 


Never, Jessica Rylan, and Heathen 
Shame | Hynes Convention Center, 
Room 309 | 7:30-11 pm | www. intransiti- 


verecordings.com 


© JENNY DEE AND THE DEELINQUENTS| 
Vintage soul music | Boston Park Plaza 


back. It's a smorgasbord of 
sounds: proto-punk, dance rock, 
and down-tempo synth-rock, 
with some bright pop thrown in 
for good measure. They're team- 
ing up with the stellar SHORE 
LEAVE — another band whose 
music can’t be explained in any 
pat sort of way — to brighten up 
an otherwise dead night with a 
show at the Middle East upstairs. 
Also on the bill: trash rockers 
GIRLFRIENDS and ARCHELON. at 472 
Mass Ave, Cambridge | 9 pm | $8 | 
www. mideastclub.com. 


TUESDAY 


HARDCORE 
HOUNDS deliver such a blistering, 
disorienting aural assault, you'd 
think they were three guitars 
deep. But the entire line-up 
consists of two pissed-off dudes 
named Jon: drummer Somers 
and guitarist Christopher. The 
latter also provides the Misfits- 
iced vocals, like this purdy 
rom “Hell”: “The devil’s 
in my brain. Cot maggots in my 
heart Hell, hell, hell!” If you 
like your hardcore with a dash 
of evil, you'll want to experience 
their live show with the equally 


ders 


noisy WHO CARRIES THE LANTERN 
at O’Brien’s Pub, 3 Harvard Ave, 
Allston | 8 pm | $7 | www.great- 
scottboston.com/obriens. 


BOSTON ROCK ROYALTY | rick 
BERLIN first swiveled heads in the 
‘70s with his unpigeonholable 
proto-glam band Orchestra Luna, 
and he hasn't stopped since. His 
delightfully odd thumbprint is 
indelibly mooshed into the Boston 
music scene. Tonight, he travels 
from his JP duchy to Davis Square 


VERTIGO | Museum ¢ 
BABES IN TOYLAND | 8 
DANGEROUS LIAISONS 


@SEE “PLAY BY PLAY 
THE DONKEY SHOW | Spe 


january 31 


Hotel, Terrace Room | 7:30-8:15 pm; 8:45- 
9:30 pM; 10-10:45 pm | www. myspace. 


© ANAT COHEN | Jazz | Berklee Performance 
Center | 7:45-9 pm; 9:30 pm-10715 pm | 
www.anatcohen.com 


© A SHAKESPEAREAN CABARET! | 
Commonwealth Shakespeare Company 


FILM AND THEATER THIS WEEK 


@SEE “FILM STRIPS” (PAGE 43) FOR DETAILS i 
DIE HARD 2: DIE HARDER | Coolidge Corner Theatre | December 25 
THE HOUSE OF THE DEVIL | Coolidge Comer Theatre | December 25-2 
THE HEIRESS | Museum of Fine Arts | December 26° 

THE LADY EVE | Museum of Fine Arts December 26 . 
SUNSET BOULEVARD | Museum of Fine Arts | Decernber 26 

A PLACE IN THE SUN | Museum of Fine Arts 


December 27 + 30 


(PAGE 39) 


31 New Years 


© CIRKESTRA | Circus music influenced by 
klezmer, Gypsy music, and jazz | Hynes 
Convention Center Auditorium | 9:30-11 
pm | www.cirkestra.com 


ice sculptures 
Donald 


to stab at your emotions with his 
tender melodies and put you at 
the pointy end of his razor-sharp 
lyrics. If you're lucky, he'll sing 
you a song of “Happy Lesbians in 
the Snow,” at Johnny D’s, 17 Hol- 
land St, Somerville | 8 pm | $7 | 
www johnnyds.com 


WEDNESDAY 


THEATER | What to do while 
waiting for First Night? Try 
warming up with Actors’ Shake- 
speare Project’s production of 

A MIDSUMMER DREAM. 
Benjamin Evett directs, Marianna 
Bassham is Titania, Robert Walsh 
is Bottom, and John Kuntz is in 
there somewhere (as Puck?), at 
Midway Studios, 15 Channel Cen- 
ter St, Fort Point Channel, Boston 
| December 30-January 24 | $47; 
$38 seniors; $25 students | www. 
actorsshakespeareproject.org 


THURSDAY 


FILM | You can spend New Year's 
Eve watching the usual box-of- 
fice banalities, or you can head to 
First Night and take in something 
eye-opening and different. Such 
as a program of best short films 
frorn the ROXBURY FILM FESTIVAL 
(7-11 pm), or a round-up of BOMBAY 
CIMEMA’s best Bollywood films 
(12:30-11 pm), or a WFNX-spon- 
sored event featuring old and 

new Japanese animation classics 
chosen by the NEW ENGLAND ANIME 
SOCIETY (1-5:30 pm). They're all 

at Hynes Convention Center, 900 
Boylston St, Boston | Free with 
First Night Button [$18] | www. 
firstnight.org. 


TRIBUTE | New England sto- 
rytellers Kevin Brooks, Cynthia 
Maybeck, Michael Anderson, 
Bruce Marcus, Tony Toledo, and 
Valerie Tutson take the stage for a 
First Night “TRIBUTE TO BROTHER 
BLUE” to honor the late Cam- 
bridge storyteller, whose beloved 


December 


and New England Conservatory present 
modern and classic songs from and in- 
spired by the Bard | St. Paul’s Cathedral 
| 8-8:45 pm; 9:15-10 pm | www.comm- 
shakes .org 


© KAIjU BIG BATTEL | Live monster-wres- 
tling spectacle | Hynes Convention 
Center, Exhibit Hall A | 9:30-10:30 pm | 
www. kaiju.com 


© BUFFALO TOM | Rock | Orpheum Theatre | 
10-11 pm | www. buffalotom.com 


¢ 


performances had been a part of 
every First Night since its humble 
beginnings in 1976. Laura Packer 
hosts this evening of inspired 
tales at Hynes Convention Center, 
Room 313, 900 Boylston St, Boston 
| 8-11 pm | Free with First Night 
button [$18] | www. firstnight.org. 


SKA | If, like us, you got sold out 
of every last one of the Hometown 
Throwdown shows this week, 

we recommend checking out BIM 
SKALA BIM. Born in Boston in 
1983, these guys have been out of 
commission for a few years shy of 
a decade now. But in their prime, 
they were hailed as one of the 
best third-wave ska acts around. 
They’re reuniting to play a couple 
of shows this week: one of them 
is the sold-out Throwdown show 
on December 28, but the other is 
the “New Year's Eve Bash” at the 
Middle East downstairs, where 
they'll be sharing a bill with MOR- 
GAN KNOCKERS and BRUNT OF IT 
ALL | 480 Mass Ave, Cambridge | 8 
pm | $20 | www. mideastclub.com. 


PARTY | Among the blasts from 
the past slated for the back-to-the- 
future-themed “LET'S GO BACK IN 
TIME: HARPERS FERRY NEW YEAR'S 
EVE” are an '8os-style “Enchant- 
ment Under the Sea” prom, a 
reunion show by the original line- 
up of WALTHAM, and tribute acts 
playing songs by Billy Idol, Pat 
Benatar, and the Ramones. At- 
tendees are encouraged “to dress 
up in your best ’80s/cowboy, 
greaser/futuristic-style garb.” The 
bizarro costumes alone are reason 
enough to jump in your DeLorean 
and head on over to Harpers Ferry, 
158 Brighton Ave, Allston | 8 pm 

| $20 | www. harpersferryboston. 
com. 


CLASSICAL | The focus of this 
year’s New Year’s Eve/New Year's 
Day concerts from MARTIN PEARL- 
MAN and BOSTON BAROQUE is 
Mozart: we're getting his early 
(he wrote it when he was 12) one- 
act comic operetta Bastien ¢ Bas- 
tienne, with Kristen Watson and 
Lawrence Jones as the lovelorn 
shepherds and David Kravitz as 
the soothsayer, and then his late, 
great Symphony No. 40. Also on 
the bill: Kravitz grabs the baton 
to become the pompous music 
director in Domenico Cimarosa's 
intermezzo II maestro di cappella. 
Both performances are in Sanders 
Theatre, 45 Quincy St, Cambridge 
| December 31 @ 8 pm; January1 
@ 3 pm | $29-$69 | www. bostonba- 
roque.org. 


BROMEDY | We're not sure why 
the mere mention of DANE COOK’s 
name inspires the sort of hatred 
reserved for fascist dictators and 
serial killers. As far as we're 
concerned, the Boston-born-and- 
bred comic is just another in a 
long list of comedians delivering 
lowbrow humor to the masses. 
The only difference between 
them and him is that he’s mak- 
ing a bundle doing it. See him 
when he returns to town for 
what is sure to be another sold- 
out show at the TD Garden, 100 
Legends Way, Boston | 7 pm | $30- 
$100 | www.ticketmaster.com. 


is as important as any High Holy 
See with MOVING MOUNTAINS 
480 Mass Ave, Cambridge | 7 pm 
$13 | www. mideastclub.com ton Public Library | December 28 
gt »ston Public Library | December 31 
consider yourself mighty, mighty OETAILS: = 


Dane Cook 
iPhone app! 


Store 


DANE 58888" 


Saturdays, Sundays, 


and Fridays 
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Just $75 for lift ticket, bus ride, and Ski Party! 
Only $35 with season pass... 
Ski and Party all day and still catch the Pats game! 


January $359 per 
Lift tickets, lodging, and free included!! 
Featuring live music, special events and more... 


Look for our new website launching soon for easy Online Booking: 


BROKEN PROMISES 


PEDRO OPEN EMBRACES 


PETER KEOUGH 


EMBRACES 
ABRAZOS 


eTates narrative like Pedro 
inutes into Broken Embraces 
ozen potential story- 
. A beautiful woman reads a 
bout a dead financier to 
n, a filmmaker who in voiceover 
identifies himself as Harry Caine (it’s a 
pseudonym he's taken on as his real name), 
and you know there’s a lot more to the story 
than that. Harry (Lluis Homar) seduces the 
woman, and her story ends when Harry’s 
Judit (Blanco Portillo), and her son Di- 
(Tamar Novas) arrive, and then you won- 
hat’s their story? But before we find out 
about that, Harry and Diego discuss a screen- 
play Harry wants to write about Arthur Mill- 
er and his son with Down syndrome. 

All this before we even get to the first 
flashback. Yet far from overwhelming, 
the multiplicity stimulates curiosity for 
more and a regret that only a few of these 
premises will survive to the end. And 


maybe not the best ones. In years past, 
anarchic sense the absurd 
drew him in funnier, more exuberant 
directions. These days, he tends more to 
melancholy and detached 
bathos — Bergman by way of Douglas 
Sirk, with an emphasis on the lush, Can- 
Land palette the latter. 

That's the case with the main backstory, 
which dips deep into the glitzy abyss clas- 
sic Hollywood melodrama. It’s 1992, and 
Lena (Penélope Cruz), a secretary by day and 
a call girl by night, has tocome up witha 
lot of money to treat her cancer-ridden fa- 
ther. She taps into the latter profession, and 
her client turns out her day-job boss, 
Ernesto (José Luis G6mez). In short order 
becomes her sugar daddy, indulging her 
whim to start an acting career by sending 
her to Mateo Blanco, who’s the pre-blind- 
ness Harry Caine, and whose film Ernesto is 
financing. Lena ends the movie, and 
in Mateo/Harry’s’s bed. 

this storyline careers toward its op- 
eratic climaxes, flash-forwards return us 
to the further adventures of Judit, Diego, 
and the sightless Harry, as well as a loose 
cannon named “Ray X” whose attempt to 
get Harry to direct his screenplay keeps the 
whole matryoshka-doll sequence of flash- 
backs rolling. Despite all the confabulat- 
ing, however, one can’t help noticing that 
this, more than any previous Almodévar 


PLACE LIKE HOLMES 


BOYS WILL BOYS GUY RITCHIE’S SHERLOCK 


MICHAEL ATKINSON 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 


WRITTEN BY 


HIE 


ECKHAM 


BOSTON COMMON + FENWAY + HARVARD SQUARE 
+ SOMERVILLE THEATRE + CHESTNUT HILL + WEST 
NEWTON + SUBURBS 


In its own way an ideal holiday blockbust- 
er for the moderately educated, the new 
light-footed overhaul Sherlock Holmes 
is three parts self-satisfied mixer to one 
part hard storytelling, and if anything, 
the film’s popular trailers should have 
deterred you from expecting strong drink. 
But everything's relative — in this case 
to CCI robots and aliens and tidal waves 
and Scrooges, compared with which Guy 


Ritchie’s zippy meta-period thriller comes 
off almost eggheady. Almost. Doped up 
video-game tropes and 
slowdowns, it wants to have its rummy 
fruitcake and brawl with it, too, recasting 
the brainiac Holmes as a buff man of ac- 
tion (who enjoys bare-knuckle fisticuffs 
as much as his violin for diversion), and 
cutting the character’s intellectual-mys- 
tery solving with standard superhero 
battles and chases, as if betting on our 
impatience with pulp narrative that 
doesn’t blam, whoosh, or jitter. 

Ritchie and his team will probably win 
their wager. That said, the movie makes 
the most its compromises. Robert 
Downey Jr.’s Holmes is a hedonistic wreck 
plagued by his restless intelligence (not 
unlike Downey, barely able sup- 
press his neurotic instincts in things like 
ron Man) and distracted from his bad hab- 
its only when he’s dashing after case” 
which here means figuring out how 
an executed serial-killer aristocrat (Mark 


PERMANENT BACHELORS? 
Robert Downey's Holmes and 
Jude Law's Watson revel in 
their uncloseted bromance. 


WHO Cruz looks around for her mirror. 


effort, film about film. maybe 
film about films about film. Back 1992, 
Mateo/Harry shoots Lena his movie 
(a rollicking comedy much like earlier 
films), Ernesto’s neurotic 
son (Rubén Ochandiano), under instruc- 
tions from his jealous father, obsessively 
videotapes the production. (Mateo/Harry 
makes the obvious comparison to Michael 
Powell's Peeping Tom.) 

Is Broken Embraces, then, just a box of 
mirrors reflecting only itself and the me- 
dium, a desperate gesture from a direc- 


could come back from the grave and initi- 
ate elaborate and initiate elaborate 
and preposterous plot take 
over the British Empire. Battle wits and 
all that, except that between the sniffing 
out clues it’s mostly mano bran- 
nigan with various henchmen, everyone 
crashing through i9th-century laborato- 


ries and racing through cobblestone alleys. 


The good news that Ritchie, even 
packs the explosions and last-min- 
ute rescues for the schoolkids, doesn’t ig- 
nore the shank meat Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle’s concept the esprit enjoyed 
Holmes and Dr. Watson thinking Eng- 
lishmen. So Downey and Jude Law have 
relaxed fun limning out uncloseted 
bromance seething with bi-sexual grudg- 
and longings. Watson the process 
“moving out” and getting engaged 
woman, and like the permanent bach- 
elors Gunga Din, Holmes tries ma- 
nipulate his partner into returning the 
fold. Holmes has his femme as well — the 


tor who, like Harry, has lost his vision? 
Almodévar redeems the movie from such 
empty artifice showing snippet from 
another film about heartbreak, Roberto 
Voyage Italy, perhaps the 
worst date movie all time. this scene, 
troubled couple visit the ruins Pompeii 
and look at the 2000-year old lava casts of 
two lovers caught in an embrace by the cat- 
aclysm. It is an artifact of evanescent love, 
preserved for the ages, a memento mori of all 
that is lost, like the films of Rossellini and 
Almodévar, and like cinema itself. 


ridiculously adolescent Rachel McAdams, 
as a master thief — but no one enjoys each 
other’s company as much as the two boys 
do. This isn’t subtext we’re supposed 
smell the sexual tension (“Don’t get 
excited,” Holmes whispers when fishing 
in Watson’s pocket) and be as amused as 
the guys are their predicament, stuck 
as they are between an eternal boyhood 
chasing villains and respectable life 
and afternoon tea. 

sure, the Holmesian paradigm 
“deducing” given its game time, 
and its pleasures which have propped 
up hundreds of movies since 1905 — re- 
main, this time digitally jazzed 
forecasts of Holmes’s martial-art strate- 
gies. But the take-away is not a matter 
zooming set pieces but character. 
The new concept Holmes (credited 
four screenwriters) endlessly amusing: 
a nervous, brilliant, almost sociopathic 
trouble maker with whom the orthodox 
Watson has too much fun abandon. 
And the action-movie reflexes are finally 
little more than loud diversions from 
the ironic and self-knowing tale beneath 
the tale, story two men love, the 
cluttered apartment they share, and the 
ways which they keep rescuing and 
then bickering with each other they 
try stay boys forever. 


> 
4 
MON KINBERG, AND LIONEL WIGRAM | WITH 
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ALVIN AND THE 
CHIPMUNKS: 
THE SQUEAKQUEL 
88 MINUTES | BOSTON 
COMMON + FENWAY + 
FRESH POND + SUBURBS 
playing evil ex-Chip- 
munk-band manager Ian 
Hawke, comedian David 
Cross draws the Short 
Straw of Irony, being dealt 
the line “At least I still 
have my dignity.” No one 
even remotely involved in di- 
rector Betty Thomas's joy- 
lessly wretched rodent turd 
can claim to hold onto a 
shred of such. Six actors — 
among them Christina 
Applegate, Amy Poehler, 
and Justin Long — do enjoy 
the benefit being almost 
completely incognito (save 
for those pesky closing 
credits), hiding their iden- 
tities behind irritating ani- 
mated woodland creatures 
and voices so stretched 
beyond recognition via 
grating chipmunkization 
that it’s equivalent 
cinematic waterboarding. 
Compound the torturous 
voices with cliché violence 
(groin crunch!), puerile 
fart jokes (well, if a fart 
in a bed can be a “joke”), 
and cringe-worthy stabs 
street culture and you have 
the formula for what could 
the most aggressively 
terrible movie of the year. 
But wait, when an elderly 
woman in a wheelchair 
slips down the stairs, one 
step at a time, is it a clever 
reference to Sergei Eisen- 
stein’s Battleship Potemkin? 
Nah. 

_Lance Gould 


COMBAT DANS 
FRENCH 104 MINUTES 
BRATTLE: DECEMBER 25-31 
Glam, studly Parisian yup- 
pies by day, Anne (Romy 
Schneider) and Clément 
(Jean-Louis Trintignant) are 
feuding, brooding hellcats 
in their luxurious bour- 
geois flat. She’s flirtatious, 
licentious, sexually frus- 
trated, demanding love. 
He’s an icy brute, acknowl- 
edging his Gilda-like, Cat 
Hot Tin Roof wife mostly 
when he’s murderously 
jealous. His obsessions are 


elsewhere: he belongs to an 
ultra-rightist death squad 
for whom he’s blithely vol- 
unteered to assassinate a 
leftist Paris official. That’s 
why he has a bazooka in 
his apartment! Rescued 
now from 1962 oblivion, 
Alain Cavalier’s black-and- 
white “noir” is sleek and 
cool, with complicated 
turns and thrilling shoot- 
outs and stormy betrayals, 
both political and roman- 
tic. It’s great to have an- 
other look at the iconic Sch- 
neider, a Rita Hayworth by 
way Edie Sedgwick. And 
her eventual love interest 
played by handsome Henri 
Serre, the too-rarely-seen 
Jim from Jules and Jim. 

_Gerald Peary 


IT’S COMPLICATED 
MINUTES BOSTON 
COMMON + FENWAY + 
HARVARD SQUARE + SOMER- 
VILLE THEATRE + CHESTNUT 
HILL + WEST NEWTON + 
SUBURBS 
And are feelings 
about Nancy Meyer’s 
predictable and overlong 
boomer-bait rom-com. 
watch Mery] Streep read 
the Senate health-care 
bill. And she deserves her 
Golden Globe nod for this 
one: she takes Meyer’s 
slight script and turns 
a glowing performance 
that’s bold, sexy, and ebul- 
liently eye-catching. By 
sheer force of personality, 
Alec Baldwin — as the re- 
married ex-husband with 
whom she has an affair — 
is also good for laughs, 
spending half the movie 
with his substantial torso 
unshirted. Those two have, 
what I believe they call in 
the biz, “chemistry.” But 
Steve Martin, as another 
trepidatious beau, plays a 
weirdly muted sad sack. 
(Whatever happened the 
wild and crazy guy of yore?) 
It’s clear I’m out of the 
demo for this one, which 
fetishizes interior design 
and home furnishings al- 
most as much as the sex. 
But substantive plot lard- 
with more laughs would 
have made my thoughts 
much less conflicted. 

_Mike Miliard 


NINE 

MINUTES BOSTON COM- 
MON + FENWAY + KENDALL 
SQUARE + CHESTNUT HILL + 
WEST NEWTON + SUBURBS 

It doesn’t get much farther 
from human experience 


than this: an adaptation 
of a Broadway produc- 
tion adapting a film (8-1/2) 
about a filmmaker who 
imagines making a film. 
Such relentless solipsism 
I can live with, but not 
when it’s directed by Rob 


THE YOUNG 
VICTORIA But 
was she ever as 
much of a babe 
as Emily Blunt? 


Marshall. What Svengali 
effect does this man have 
over top-of-the-line actors 
that lures them into such 
assaults good taste? That 
includes Daniel Day-Lewis, 
perhaps the Olivier of his 


Colin Firth and 
Julianne Moore 


SINGLE MAN 


generation, but helpless 


99 MINUTES | KENDALL SQUARE + COOLIDGE CORNER 


i 

Christopher Isherwood published 
novel about middle-aged homo- 

grieving for lost lover, the frank 
! depiction of gay desire scandalized some 
i readers. In these more sophisticated 

i and sentimental times, however, it’s 

1 the blunt confrontation with mortality 
! and loss that’s taboo. Director Tom Ford 
i ups the ante by introducing an element 

i revolver. His Professor George Falconer 

i (Colin Firth, in his best performance 

1 to date), a buttoned-up British import, 

I isn’t just sad, he’s suicidal, and the 

i story takes on an extra edge when it be- 
clear that might the last 

i Firth’s oblique, mordant voiceover 

’ (drawn from the book) and cinematog- 
!rapher Eduard Grau’s austere images 
through Falconer’s typical day: 

! waking up, dressing, greeting the 

i neighbors, driving out to teach a mostly 
! bored class of undergraduates. To this 
day, however, adds laying 
his funeral clothes and leaving 

And intruding into the routine are 
! torturous flashbacks to his lost, beloved 


i 
(Matthew Goode). 
Despite himself, Falconercan’tresist ! 
reaching out: his lecture deteriorates 1 
into monologue about otherness and 
intolerance to which a comely student ! 
(Nicholas Hoult) responds with curios- i 
ity and compassion. And near the end, 
as he wrestles with his resolve, he re- 1 
sponds invitation from Charlotte 
(Julianne Moore), his bibulous, blowzy i 
friend from the old country, whowants_ 
to reprise better days and perhaps re- I 
kindle long-dead flame. 
For a first-time director, Ford shows L 
masterful restraint with loaded 
subject. He has a knack for the brief, i 
trenchant detail—likeashotofachild |! 
who gazes in wonder at a butterfly and i 
then crushes it. the background 
the Cuban Missile Crisis unfolds, but 1 
Ford only suggests this general aura 
doom, through snippets from news- 1 
papers and TV broadcasts. The focus is ! 
the tormented beauty Firth’sface 
and his brave but faltering voice, per- 
haps his lastcompanioninhisdescent 
into darkness. 
A 

i 


_Peter Keough 
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before the affected cliché 
that Fellini-manqué Guido 
Contini (isn’t that a brand 
of tomato paste?), whose vi- 
sions of a self-reflective cin- 
ema masterpiece look like 
outtakes from Chicago. Or 
Penélope Cruz, playing Gui- 
do’s mistress and trying to 
act sexy in a costume that 
seems fashioned part 
from pair Depends. 
a score that makes Alvin and 
the Chipmunks: The Squeakquel 
sound like Mozart. True, 
Fellini had a weakness 
for kitsch, but his genius 
transcended it. Marshall’s 
talent is in turning that ge- 
nius back into kitsch. 

_Peter Keough 


THE YOUNG 
VICTORIA 
100 MINUTES | BOSTON COM- 
MON + FENWAY + KENDALL 
SQUARE + EMBASSY + SUBURBS 
Who knew Queen Vic- 
toria was such a babe? 
That’s the message sent 
by early paintings of 
the teen queen. Maybe 
not on the level of Emily 
Blunt, who in Jean-Marc 
Vallée’s stodgy bio-pic 
plays Victoria with coltish 
nuance and shrewdness. 
But certainly sexier than 
the whey-faced harridan 
whose name has become 
synonymous with repres- 
sion and hypocrisy. This, 
however, does not suffice 
for a movie, and neither 
does Victoria's largely 
epistolary romance with 
fresh-faced Prince Albert 
(Rupert Friend), who in 
one their first scenes 
together draws the obvi- 
ous parallel between their 
role in the power struggle 
between waning European 
royal houses and the piec- 
es on a chess board. No 
wonder filmmakers have 
favored Elizabeth her 
side, reign behead- 
ings, burning heretics, 
and armadas as against, 
here, a scandal about re- 
taining the wrong ladies- 
in-waiting. Not that Vallée 
helps isolating Victoria 
from the period's politics 
and culture, though Jim 
Broadbent does make a 
fine, red-faced William IV. 
_Peter Keough 
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BAD LIEUTENANT: 
PORT CALL NEW ORLEANS 
As opposed to the situation in Abel Ferra- 
199 , the “badness” in Wer- 
Lieutenant isn't moral — 


s Cage), be 


is that iguana d 
zuanas are kir 
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Norwegian director Bent shaggy- 


THE HURT LOCKER Kathryn Bigelow evoked all the tragedy and absurdity. 


dog story takes place in an Aki Kaurisma- 
ki-like world of deadpan anarchy and shit- 
faced absurdity. Odd Horten terrific Bard 
Owe), retired railroad engineer, finds his 
life going off the rails. In small ways, at 
first — little non-sequiturs like the inter- 
lude involving am ice storm, a valise, and 

a giant salmon. Odd responds with game 
bewilderment until he bumps into Dr. Sis- 
sner (Espen Skj@nberg), a retired diplomat 
and dedicated lush who teaches him the 
art of driving blind. Hamer in his direction 
observes the exact and skewed detail in 

the oppressive but chimerical Norwegian 
bleakness — as Odd learns, it’s when the 
stuff of ordinary life is about to be lost that 
its true beauty is revealed. 


WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE 
Spike Jonze’s adaptation of Maurice Sen- 
dak’s picture book is the best in the recent 
renaissance of children’s movies, using 
images, editing, music, sound, and a min- 
imum of dialogue to re-create the inner 
life of a child. Young Max (Max Records) 

is lonely and angry, and there’s nothing 
cute about it, especially when he runs 
away from home to the realm of the title. 
The wild things there are suspiciously like 
squabbling, neurotic grown-ups — they're 
not just projections Max’s rage, they’re 


also his interpretation the adult world 
around him. It’s The Wizard of Oz with Max 
the Wizard, and though there might 
place like home, will never the 
same again. 


INGLOURIOUS BASTERDS 
One the few unambiguous guilty plea- 
sures in cinema is watching Nazis die. 
Quentin Tarantino doesn’t spoil that 
pleasure, but does make you think 
about it, as well as share his own delight 
in cinematic intertextuality. His most 
appealing character Colonel Hans 
Landa (Christoph Waltz), who’s never 
more charming than when he mas- 
sacres the family of Shosanna Dreyfus 
(Mélanie Laurent). She survives to cross 
paths with Lieutenant Aldo Raine (Brad 
Pitt), American who’s leading his Dirty 
ozen-like Inglourious Basterds, a com- 
mando unit of Jewish volunteers, ina 
mission to assassinate Hitler. The climax 
is the antithesis of the sentimentality of 
Giuseppe Tornatore’s Cinema Paradiso. It’s 
nasty and exhilarating stuff — but so too, 
sometimes, is the stuff of cinema. 


Developers tear down factory build 
the complex the title, tossing out the 


JULIE & JULIA 
Mery! Streep 
transcended par- 
ody and imparted 
most 
important lesson. 


workers. It’s a familiar scene, both here 
and in China, but Jia Zhang-ke shapes it 
into a cinematic poem about identity and 
loss. The stories of six of the ex-workers, 
as related by professional actors, are in- 
tercut with surreal images of the actual, 
Mao-era structure as it is torn down. In 
one sequence, tiny figures carry off the 
enormous Chinese characters from the 
sign over the gate; they look like leafcut- 
ter ants razing a tree. Jia matches his 
visuals with the reflexivity his dra- 
matized “interviews.” A worker who is 
nicknamed “Little Flower” because she 
looks like the title character in the 1979 
Zhang Zheng film depicted Joan 
Chen who played Little Flower the 
original movie. 


THE ROAD 

For those who found the Coen Brothers’ 
adaptation of Cormac McCarthy’s No 
Country for Old Men too lighthearted, John 
version the author’s post- 
apocalyptic novel might hit the spot. It’s 
sci-fi Waiting for with cannibal- 
ism and family values. A father (Viggo 
Mortensen) and son (Kodi Smit-McPhee) 
push shopping cart through land- 
scape ash, dodging gangs canni- 
bals. The cause of the cataclysm is never 
revealed, and it doesn’t matter — this 
isn’t a cautionary tale, but it does teacha 
moral in its most wrenching sequence, a 
kind reverse Good Samaritan parable. 
“We are carrying the fire,” the Man tells 
his Son, and it is in such scenes that the 
fire burns brightest. 


JULIE JULIA 

Here’s something I never thought I'd 
write: Nora Ephron has made one the 
best movies of the year. It’s kind of like 
The Hours with food and without suicides. 
Julie Powell (Amy Adams) decides to write 
a blog about preparing all the recipes in 
Julia Child’s Mastering the Art of French Cook- 
ing. Intercut with this the life Child 
(Meryl Streep) as she moves into a Paris 
apartment in 1949 with her husband 
(Stanley Tucci) and decides to make the 
most place the kitchen 
and write a cookbook. Streep transcends 
parody with her portrayal while demon- 
strating Child’s basic cooking lesson: 
creative with what you have and don’t 
worry about what you haven't. 


THE BAADER-MEINHOF 
COMPLEX 
This account the decade-long reign 
terror of these pseudo-Leninist loonies 
left torn between impulse over- 
throw the establishment and my revul- 
sion at what idiots they were. Perhaps 
wisely, director Uli Edel doesn’t reflect 
much on this dilemma — his jagged nar- 
rockets along like Godard film 
without subtext, propelled violence 
and murky motives. Why did they do it? 
Was make for the Nazi crimes 
the past? Was it an excuse to engage in 
nindless anarchy? Bruno police 
investigator provides quiet voice rea- 
son that’s mostly ignored. 
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BAD BOY Prototype delivers several solid hours gleeful, unapologetic, anarchic gameplay. 


SWIMI 


_BY MITCH KRPATA 

At the end of each year, there’s 

the temptation identify com- 
mon theme among the games that were 
released. That won’t wash in 2009. Yet 
though we didn’t get any truly visionary 
paradigm-busting titles, this year did 
give one solid game after another ina 
range of genres. Shooters, RPGs, sports 
games you name it, there was some- 
thing for everyone, across platforms di- 
verse as the PlayStation 3 and the iPhone. 
maybe 2009 was the year that gaming 
finally, truly went mainstream: nobody 
was playing the same thing, but every- 
body was playing something. 

So, what did the 10 games that stood out 

to me as the best of the year have in common? 
Nothing! That’s what liked about them. 


BORDERLANDS 

Games 

Borderlands (Xbox 360, PlayStation 3, PC) 
the furious run-and-gun action of Halo, 
the level grinding and looting World 

of Warcraft, and the hilarious vehicular 
shenanigans Grand Theft Auto. Yet 
forges identity all its own, thanks 

in no small part to its emphasis on the 
cooperative multi-player experience. 
you build up your character’s abilities, 
find that what seems useless 
single-player becomes indispensable 
co-op — especially the ability to fire heal- 
ing bullets at your allies. With millions 
possible randomly generated weapons 
to discover, opening a gun crate feels like 
scratching off lottery ticket. This game 
is cracked genius. 


THE 
MAINSTREA 


UNCHARTED AMONG THIEVES 
Sony Computer Entertainment 

This was the year the PlayStation 3 got 
relevant thanks small part its 
first true killer app. action 
adventure slick and satisfying they 
come, throwing our affable hero, Nathan 
Drake, into one impossible situation after 
another. Hanging his fingernails off 
cliff, facing withering gunfire atop mov- 
ing train, even dueling yeti high the 
Himalayas — there’s nothing our hero can't 
manage. Although it’s garnered deserved 
acclaim for its breathtaking action sequenc- 
es, Uncharted 2 also boasts a smart script, 
with better-than-average characterizations. 


BATMAN: ARKHAM ASYLUM 
Eidos 

Give two superlatives particular Bat- 
man: Arkham Asylum (Xbox 360, PlayStation 3, 
PC). has the best setting any game this 
year, an island prison overrun by Gotham 
City’s most dangerous citizens. Within 
relatively small map, players slosh through 
sewers, soar high above natural rock forma- 
tions, and explore chilling laboratories. 
And has the best villain. Mark Hamill’s 
Joker looms over every scene, creating a 
palpable sense of menace. Say what you 
will about Heath Ledger with this game, 
Hamill reclaims the crown as the best Joker 
ever. 


SHADOW COMPLEX 

Microsoft Game Studios 

Shadow Complex (Xbox Live Arcade) 
unrepentant throwback two the 
best action-adventure games ever made, 


Super Metroid and Castlevania: Symphony of the 
Night. It adds little new to the “Metroid- 
vania” style, except for insane level 
polish. Blasting open doors with differ- 
ent types explosives has never looked 
good. And, just maybe, it’ll introduce 
younger players the pleasures the 
non-linear 2-D platformer. If not, well, 
sometimes old folks also deserve 
thrown bone. 


FLOWER 

Sony Computer Entertainment 

Built two-person team indie devel- 
oper thatgamecompany, Flower (PlayStation 
Network) starts as a calm and meditative 
experience. The premise: you're guiding 
floating flower petals along breeze and 
helping to bring more flora to life. Almost 
entirely directed by the motion-sensitive 
Sixaxis controller, the aerodynamics feel 
just right. And when steel structures start 
to intrude on your idyll, Flower ends up 
packing wallop, making potent state- 
ment about environmentalism without 
beating you over the head with it. 


Valve 

little more complex and little more 
difficult than its predecessor, Left 4 Dead 2 
(Xbox 360, PC) is also a deeper and richer 
experience. This time out, you'll want to 
give careful thought about what items 
you’re going to carry, since your cam- 
paigns will longer, and your objectives 
will be more complex than simply surviv- 
ing. Oh, and you'll also be able to inject 
yourself in the heart with an adrenaline 
shot and then take chainsaw into horde 
everything a sequel should be, in Cliff 
Bleszinski’s famous formulation: bigger, 
better, and more bad-ass. 


RED FACTION: GUERRILLA 
THQ 

Red Faction: Guerrilla (Xbox 360, PlayStation 
PC) about smashing stuff real 
good. Sure, has anti-imperialism 
storyline, and multi-player modes with 
progressive ranking system, 
and the other trappings 
of your typical big-budget 
game where you knock down 
buildings, using everything 
from sledgehammer 
miniature black hole. It’s 
even more fun than you’d 
expect. The controller-pass- 
ing mini-game, “Wrecking 
Crew,” dispenses with the 
bad guys altogether let 
you focus on your true foe: 
real estate. 


DEAD SPACE: 
EXTRACTION 

Electronic Arts 

Although commercial fail- 
ure, EA’s Dead Space: Extraction 
(Wii) — a prequel to the 2008 
PlayStation 3 and Xbox 360 hit 
Dead Space superior its spiffier- 
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looking cousin. That title was bogged 
down with fetch quests and metronomic 
pacing. Extraction gets rid the exploration 
and focuses the shooting. Showing the 
alien outbreak through the eyes several 
characters (some of whom meet untimely 
ends), drags you through frightening 
and experience, one which 
Say it’s the best rail shooter played. 


STREET FIGHTER 

Capcom 

The best fighting series all time got 
well, not better, exactly. In fact, Street Fighter 
IV (Xbox 360, PlayStation 3, PC) is so good 
because it makes a concerted effort to emu- 
late the mechanics of Street Fighter 1, which 
lapsed fans of the series know so well. De- 
spite robust new graphics and animation, 
throwing Hadokens with Ryu and Ken 
feels like traveling back in time 18 years. 
And that’s a good thing. Best of all, it’s the 
first Street Fighter game feature on-line 
play — which means your next opponent is 
never more than a broadband connection 
away. 


PROTOTYPE 
Activision 
Let’s start by acknowledging that Prototype 
(Xbox 360, PlayStation 3, PC) does run out 
of steam. But not till it’s delivered several 
solid hours of gleeful, unapologetic, anar- 
chic gameplay. Unlike inFamous, another 
open-world superhero game that came out 
around the same time, Prototype doesn’t get 
bogged down questions morality, 
ask whether with great power comes great 
responsibility. It’s too 
busy letting you eat 
people assume 
their physical 
form, comman- 
deer tank 
blow up a mu- 
tant hive, and 
shapeshift 
that your limbs 
become ham- 
mers, claws, and 
whips. You gotta 
love a bad boy. © 
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masterpieces rule, and these 
stances when the Beckett estate 
g over your shoulder. Hence Mar- 
cus Stern's scrupulously precise rendering 
of the master's bleak end-of-the-world 
e, ENDGAME. Plaintively, corro- 
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SMELLS LIKE TEEN FUSION 
Even to us Rent skeptics, the Tony-winning 
SPRING AWAKENING’s visit to the Colonial 
Theatre proved there could be such a contra- 
lictory thing as a rock musical. Built on Ger- 
n writer E rank Wedekind’s then-shocking 
on of the wonder years by onan- 
n, abortion, and adult 
this vibrant collision of surging 
temporary and quaint 
ous, now-folky alt-rock score 
gwriter Duncan Sheik to give 
characters’ raging inner 
hts and feelings. Bill T. Jones’s chore- 
— heightened movement based on 
; self-caresses and bursts of geometric 
— added to the urgency. 


REVIVAL TENT 
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THE OLD REGIME 

“No More Masterpieces” is the name of a 
much-invoked manifesto by ART found- 
ing artistic director Robert Brustein. One 
thought that as, swan-song season 
for the old ART, Hungarian director Janos 
detonated Chekhov with produc- 
tion THE SEAGULL that re-envisioned 
that compassionate 1896 tragicomedy as an 
angry, angst-ridden flashback mama’s 
boy and frustrated theater experimenter 


Ar 


a w 


sD 


was THE CORN IS GREEN, a warm-hearted 
revival of Welsh writer Emlyn Williams’s 
1938 encomium to the teacher who pushed 
him up and away from the coal mines that 
was directed by former honcho Nicholas 
Martin and featured aptly tart per- 
formance by Kate Burton. And the other 
was Kenny Leon’s exhilarating staging 

of August Wilson's first Pulitzer winner, 
the 1985 FENCES. In the best of Wilson's 10 
plays chronicling the African-American 
experience of the 20th century, the kitchen 
sink limned halo the supernatu- 
ral, and this 1950s-set tale of a galvanic 
garbage man exception. Leon’s pro- 
duction, lush with Wilson’s trademark 
cadences born of the blues, looked and 
sounded exactly right. 


SPEAKEASY PICKINGS 

Whether setting us squirming with the 
new or going to the goofily tender heart 
of the familiar, SpeakEasy Stage Company 
continued on a roll. Marianna Bassham 
and Bates Wilder electrically acted David 
R. Gammons’s bristling rendition of Da- 
vid Harrower’s Olivier Award-winning 
BLACKBIRD, which is about the aftermath 
of an affair between a 40-year-old man and 
12-year-old girl. Bassham was also the 
giddy center Scott Edmiston’s precisely 


calibrated, very Christmasy revival of Craig 


Lucas’s 1988 fable of holiday festivity and 
arbitrary mayhem, RECKLESS. 


DIAMOND SOLITAIRES 


The year offered an embarrassment of 


— 


THE SALT GIRL You 
couldn't take your 
eyes off John 
obsessive-compulsive 
loner — and that was 
before put the 
panda suit. 


lone-star riches: Nancy E. Carroll's el- 

egantly contained delivery of Joan Didion’s 

concise, almost unbearable chronicle 

of grief THE YEAR OF MAGICAL THINKING, 

for the Lyric Stage Company; Elizabeth 

re penlieder’s caffeinated turn in Theresa 
beck’s BAD DATES at Merrimack Reper- 

oa Theatre; and John Kuntz’s raw perfor- 

mance at Boston Playwrights’ Theatre of 

his own THE SALT GIRL. You couldn't take 

your eyes off Kuntz’s obsessive-compulsive 

loner — and that was before he put on the 

panda suit. 


HIGH-SCHOOL MUSICAL 

Chris Conner, Alex Wyse, and Rachael 
Hunt made the young, terrific cast 
the Lyric Stage’s area premiere Stephen 
hilarious SPEECH DEBATE, which 
about three high-school misfits con- 
joined by the nerdy activity of the title. 
When a jiving Mary Warren from The Cru- 
cible shanghais a young, gay Abraham Lin- 
coln into a musical number blessed by the 
National Forensics League, well, it doesn’t 
get much better than that. 


CLASHES THE TITANS 
Whether your choice was vitriol cham- 
pagne, who could resist the battle of the 
sexes between Herculean Shakespeare 
& Company artistic director Tina Packer 
and incisive Nigel Gore Edward 
WHO'S AFRAID OF VIRGINIA WOOLF?, which 
Diego Arciniegas directed for the Publick 
Theatre? Or the slyer, less coruscating skir- 
ish between Paula Plum’s Lady Disdain 
and Richard Snee’s debonair stand-up of 
a Benedick in Benjamin Evett’s post-war 
party of a MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING for Ac- 
tors’ Shakespeare Project? 


BRECHT THE FUTURE 

Veteran director David Wheeler made an 
inventive bare-bones pageant THE LIFE 
OF GALILEO for Underground Railway The- 
ater, letting see that Bertolt Brecht’s 
play, written a few years before Hiroshi- 
ma, was about more than a 17th-century 
struggle between intelligent inquiry and 
a Church with its head up its vestments. 
David Fichter contributed classically in- 
spired murals, and Richard McElvain was 
an energetic, multi-faceted, even mis- 
chievous and epicurean Galileo. The giant 
Galileo puppet with drapery arms wield- 
ing giant pencil didn’t half-bad job 
either. 


KERMIT DOES KOBE 

Among the year’s more charming surpris- 
es was Company One’s Boston premiere of 
AFTER THE QUAKE, Frank Galati’s piquant 
amalgam of two stories from Japanese 
writer Haruki collection 
the same name — which, inspired by 

the collective trauma of the 1995 Kobe 
earthquake, suggests that our best de- 
fense against terror may imagination. 
Shawn LaCount’s winsome production 
was wittily augmented Arshan Gailus’s 
music (performed live violin and bass 
clarinet), and Michael Tow’s squatting 
and darting amphibian turm six-foot 
superhero who happens frog. 
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Award for her Broadway reprise Hair), 
Maw: theater etar Thane 
cowntown New York theater star Viane 
Paulus finally became the bride Ameri- 
moon dubbed “Shakespeare Exploded 
any indication, it’s consummation 
the river, the divorce Commonwealth 
Shakespeare Company and Citi Performing 
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; pendently producing a plucky Comedy of Er 
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the famous Fetish Fair Fleamarket coming up. you 
NINO, 

Whatever holiday toys turn-up AWOL the end December, hang 
your wish list because the Fetish Fair Fleamarket less than two 
months away. Founder and organizer, Cecilia Tan, gives the 
the 34th incarnation this locally conceived, now national kink hap- 
pening. She says, “It’s amazing how the Fetish Fair Fleamarket 
keeps growing. The big leap this year the programming. Classes are 
going start Friday night with Midori doing “Speed Negotiation” 
class and couple other great sessions, with more classes starting ear- 
lier the morning and run later night. There are going over 
different classes, demos, discussions, and educational programs. Friday 
night the FFF used kind quiet, but this year not only has the 
New Designers’ Fashion Show (produced Jim Curious Couture) 
gotten even bigger and better, but there will one-woman theatrical 
play, classes Midori and Rigger Jay, and host meet-and-greets.” 


There are plenty rooms still available the Providence Westin Hotel 
24/7 and other area hotels, mark your calendar for February 12th through 


All Flavors Girls the 14th, 2010. Get more information 


617-833-2639 
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ASIAN ANGEL 


japanese co-ed. 
Body relax. 
Body Shampoo 
By appt only 
978-994-8041 


girls will offer you 2 


508-202-3018 


appointment onty. 


Young college girls 


AMAZING 
OREAN DOLL 
22 34C€-25-3. 
a college swevety. 

just landed in 

the 
Call me and enjoy an 

amazing time.. 
24/7 incall Outcall 


978-381-0236 


*82-617-407-7226 


EXOTIC 
BEAUTY 
pictures worth 
words 
Amazing looks 


617-212-7961 


fia 


body massage. 
617-752-8348 


he 


398-11 


Call us for your 
holiday cheer! 


Book NOW for all 
of your holiday 


#1128 EX 29 & RT2 


#1128/93 RT 1 NORTH 
ORIENTAL SWEETIE 
Young & Sweet japanese 


wonderful massage and 
shampoo. By appt. Nearby 
Woburn Mall. Sam-9pm 


#1 128/95/90 EXIT 24 


Asian magic fingers by 
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ASIANS OFF 
495/93/3 
NH/MA BORDER 


Enjoy body massage and 
shampoo by Asian sweet 
and friendly masseuse 

Appt. onty 
508-844-3389 


Enjoy the best massage by 


#1 DREAM GIRLS 
Very Lovely Asian ladies 
welcome you to experience 
the Ultimate massage 
93 exit 12 
617-828-5693 


ALYNA 
Exotic Asian girl, 26yrs, 
5'7, 130Ibs, 38D-26-36 
tanned & toned w/ lingerie 
INCALL ONLY~Natick/ 
Framingham 


617-717-4025 


#ASIAN MODELS 
“*ALLSTON** 


Come meet sexy beautiful 
exotic wornen to ease you. 
in/out. 


617-828-2950 


ASIAN PERSUASION 
All beautiful Asian girls. 


Relax and enjoy. 
(Best body rub) 93 south 
exit 8 


Call 781-300-1834 


#1 ASIAN SWEETIE 
RT 128 Exit 33. Charm- 
ing Asian girls ready to 
give you a relaxing full 


ASIAN PLEASURE 
Beautiful friendly Asian 
girls ready to give you the 
best full body massage. 
Let us help you relax and 
relieve your stress 
Located by 93/95, 
Stoneham 


617-833-8942 


BEAUTIFUL JENNA 
Mature, beautiful, kind, sensu- 
ous, patient. Ali natural red 


head, nonsmoker. Photos online 


$260-hr $190-1/2hr 
617-595-8869 
CHARMING MASSAGE 


DELICIOUS 

Keep your secret with me. 
Hi, | love to please you! I'm 
blonde, beautiful, & wear 
sexy lingerie. 360-26-36. 


Fantasy, x-dress, foot 
fetish, domination all wel- 
come. Boston area Outcal! 
7 days a week, Early bird 


special 857-488-9561 


FULL BUSH 
Elegant, mature, beauti- 
ful, at private upscale loca- 


tion. Photos online. $260/190 


617-595-8869 


LAURA 

Give yourself a present! 
Come over 6 play. Pretty. 
patient. & sweet. | would 
love to meet you & have 
some fun. Silky white skin 
& long light red hair. 360 
and I'm very talented 

t can't wait to give you 
pleasure. Available day 
& night 

617-671-9318 


NEW GIRLS 
FENWAY 
SAM-10PM 
857-284-3058 


NORTH QUINCY 
SWEET GIRLS 


Relaxing full body massage 
by young beautiful Asian 
girls. 

North Quincy 
617-752-8388 


SUPER HOT ASIAN GIRLS 


Young Asian hottie with 


great personality. will 


melt all your stress away! 


West 


appt 617-671-7071 


Boston 


TASTERS CHOICE A 
Sexy young lady with class 


and elegance catering to your 


needs. Selectively hiring. Fan- 


tasies & fetishes welcome 


Available 24/7 Incalls/Outcalls. 
jada 617-602-8714 


617-742-1608 www.Tempu.com 
We also now offer Strippers and Domination as well! 
Go to our website for more info! Also selectively hiring! 


THERAPIST 


experic ce. Rt95 G16, Wellesley. 
617-752-8087 


cc 

Massage by Asian girl, sexy 
& hot. 36(-24-36. Very 
pretty. 

Downtown Location. Cali 
for special hourly pricing 
No texts 

617-331-S020 


Young Asian girl waiting to give 


you an unforgettable massage 


MALE 
ESCORTS 


KYLE 


Body Builder. Men only. Discre- 


tion and privacy assured. Older 


gentlemen weicome. 


617-628-C378 


617-606-3733 
Open on holiday 


site 


: 


CARLA 


10°FF 36D-24-36 


617-839-3526 


LEEZA ASIAN TS 


aranteed pass 


ASIAN LADY-BOY 


: Cail Me To Experience 
A Touch Of Heaven 


MARLENE 617-423-9553 
5°7, 130ibs 
3490-27-36 
plus 8.5 ¢ 


inches FF 


617-347-0267 


Bock in town for snort nme only 
waist-37" and 8.5 inches FF 


617-739-0704 
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MAKE THE HOLIDAYS SPARKLE 


YOU HAVE SPECIAL SOMEONE BUT 
THOUGHT A“SPECIAL” GIFT 


GREAT GIFT IDEAS FOR LOVERS; 


ATOP TEN GUIDE HOLIDAY ROMANCE 


you’re all shopped out and think 
hit all the bases, right... But have 
you thought keeping your fire burn- 
ing this holiday season? It’s secret 
that when comes lovers, what 
all truly yearn for something sexy and 
intimate under the tree. There wide 
variety gifts for lovers the market 
today. With much choose from, 
can seem like daunting challenge 
figure out exactly what's right spark 
those cold winter nights. Here’s our 
top ten list hot items give: 


Waterproof Jack Rabbit 


EXOTIC NOVELTIE 
Originally made 
famous the show 
Sex In The City, this 
surefire hit has synchro- 
nized rotating metal 
beads and reverse 
action feature that will 
drive her wild. 


G-Spot Tickler 


DOC JOHNSON NOVELTIES 
Adult Superstar Janine 
may legal battles 
with Sandra Bullock 
but that doesn’t stop 
her from knowing just 
the right way find 
that illusive G-Spot. 
Her recommendation 
her very own version the G-Spot 
Tickler from Doc Johnson. This thumb 
controlled multi-speed female pleasuriz- 
gives her maximum enjoyment from 
foreplay. 

Pens Body Paint 

HOTT PRODUCTS 

Play between lovers can be passionate, 
these intimate body paints can bring 
new excitement into your life when you 
make your body your canvass. 
The paints are edible, dive and 
enjoy the four delicious flavors! Your 
pallet will include: Green Apple, Blue 
Raspberry, Cherry and Strawberry. 
addition the ingenious brushes are very 
neat, simply squeeze and brush. 


All Star Gift Box Kit 


PLAYHOUSE SPECIAL 
What relationship wouldn’t benefit from 
kit like this? Includes smooth vibrator, 
slim chrome bullet vibe and massage oil. 
Razzle Dazzle Rocket 
PLAYHOUSE SPECIAL 
compact multifunctional vibrator 
with very elegant faux diamond appoint- 
ments. It’s almost silent when running. 
Kit 
TOPCO SALES 
These great kits are playfully packaged 
with fruity theme. Includes curve 
tipped vibrator, tasty sugarfree love lube 
and duotone balls for play. 


WET INTERNA 
The newest trend personal lubes 
his and hers formula that when used 
together acts ultra pleasurable expe- 
rience. Lovers will become one with this 
intense lube formula. 


Beginners Bondage Kit 


SPORTSHEETS INTERNATIONAL 
For the couple who considering 
kinkier approach love making. This 
beginners kit will help you explore the 
wonderful world fetish. 
Stretch Lace Peekaboo Teddy 
CAL EXOTICS 
Who can resist nice piece sexy lin- 
gerie? This comfy set stretch mesh 
and lace and accented with cute red 
bows, just like your Christmas tree. 
string bottom every fantasy. 
10 i-Tap Touch 
WET INTERNATIONAL 
The newest vibrator technology, 
button-free approach intimate mas- 
sagers. These over achievers are avail- 
able variety tip shapes. 


Any these items make great gift for 
your lover and can found all area 
Stores and Wild Orchid 
Newport, RI. And when doubt, 
there’s nothing like gift card that will 
give your lover the freedom choose 
their own adult toy! 


THEPHOENIX.COM/ADULT 


FREE PARTYLINE! THE 


Shoes Accessories and MORE! 


$10 BUCK PHONE SEX HARDCORE PHONE SEX 


Ove 2 Quy with a great 

sense of humor. cute 

and a warm heart | CAL 17-423-666 0, 

the one YOUR PURCHASE 

Are YOU the one? ” 4 Wath coupon anty 

Catt me NOW! May not be with 

Must De 18- 


rowse & Respond FREE 


5 338-9990 THE INSTANT REPLAY 318 Squire Road + Revere, MA 02151 
BOSTON HOTTEST SEX code XXX videos the area 286-9070 
XXX, Gay. Bondage. T & A 


70's), Adult nove 


The HOTTEST 
local singtes! e ntais & Sales, next to 


m (781)-647- 


thephoenix.com/adult 


Happy New 


Club 
Fantasies 


Sims Ave. Providence 
(401)272-4126 


oy combined with any other offer % © 
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Next 
-800-SEXY-G 
KINKY FETISH BABES 
$10 BUCK PHONE F**K 


Phone Dating! 


Voice Personals and Live Chat 


(617) 338.9990 


Brockton 
(774) 776.7007 


Framingham 


Lowell 


(978) 856.0855 


Peabody 
(978) 854.0800 


24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888) 634.2628 18+ ©2009 PC LLC 


Asrowse and place ads online at 
www.thephoenix.com/classifieds 


857.362.7218 


Find your local # 1.800.777.8000 2 © 
InteractiveMale.com 18+ 


interactive make 
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Bost Best dult sonals 


your phone. 


wit 


Buy Block Time 


Total 


MONEY! 


BORED WITH SHORT MEN 
Sexy, buxom, brunette SWF, 44, 5'2”, 
bored with short men, seeks tali/very 
tall, horny WM, 21-45, who is willing 
to give petite girl a try. I'm very horny 
and eager to please. I'm very oral. 
‘T1552 

ATTRACTIVE WF... 
38, 5°10", 155ibs, looking for friends 
tively new to New England. T1615 
SEEKING GENEROUS GENTS 
Female in her 40s, thin and pretty, 
seeking a few fundoving, generous 
gents for mutual satisfaction. Try me! 
Tm open to different things and just 
want to have a good time. 171779 
VERY SEXY 
BF, 5°1", 130ibs, light brown eyes, 
ready to please you. Looking for a 
few fellas who are mature and ready 
to get into whatever! T1898 


SEXY AND HOT! 

Sexy white female, 35, 44DD, 52”, 
145ibs, long brown hair, sexy brown 
eyes, looking for a hot male, 35-65, 
able, sexual times together. [ 
wiling to experiment. Lat's get hot 
tonight! R will be worth you while! 
North shore area. T9638 

SEEKING MATURE MALE 
Attractive female, 30s, looking for 
@ mature, professional maie, with a 
generous nature, for a mutuality re- 
warding ongoing union. Sincere re- 
plies onty. 179897 

BUSTY MILF, 

LOOKING FOR ORAL RELIEF 
Hey guys, trying this out and hop- 
ing to get some responses from guys 
know how to work their cocks as well 
as their tongues! My man is fine for 
other things but he’s not the best at 
going down on me. it would be our 
Naughty little secret if | could find the 
fight guy who knows what they are 
doing. fs been too long since I've 
fe that rush of hotness that hap- 
pens when the pussy gets her lickin’ 
done right. | have a sexy, curvy body 
(Fm 32) that | know you'll enjoy. So, 
leave me a message and tell me why 

559 


STRONG-WILLED SUB 
| am a young submissive, 24, with a 
strong personality. | am looking for 
a dominate maie who will rule me in 
bed, but wants an equal in life. | en- 


new tricks. ['m open to anything, so 


MARRIED ATHLETIC MAN 
Young, athletic, 39, 511”, 180ibs, weil 
hung, into almost anything, loves to 
please. Looking for fun with good- 
looking females. 173350 

SEEKING FEMALE SLAVES 
SWNM, disabled, 46, looking for female 
slaves for long-term. Must be willing 
to please me, any and every way. En- 
joys cooking. Hopefully things work 
out. Must be willing to travel. 79312 

DOMINANT LEATHERMAN 
WM, 49, 5°11", wears leather head to 
toe, seeks submissive woman, who 
craves leather to worship my leather. 
T1958 


ENGLISH SEEKS 
CONFIDENT DOMME 
English SWM, 46, loves Boston and 
looks for American, polished, confi- 
dent, assured SWF, 50+, with a life- 
Stylefinterest in BD/SM. Friendship 

leading to undefined as yet. 73130 


Seeks financially secure male for hot 
fun, possibly more. Hard muscies ev- 


Homy couple is seeking 2 to 3 select 
guys to pleasure themsieves while 
she watches. She is eager to give ail 


HES 


x 


| Pe 


| 
old movies, video games and snug- the knee discipline administered to ES 
people only please. 173015 couples with cuckokded husbands 
erful older man to show me some ing around, getting us off! Looking 
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MASSACHUSETTS Your Favorite Adult 


AND GET MORE GREAT 


BELMONT STREET 
135 STREET NET 


All Calls AS Low AS ten 
DSCOVERVAMEX - BILL TD 


i 


INTIMATE APPAREL NOVELTIES DVDS 
ADULT STORE AND ONLINE SHOPPING 


ASIAN LILY 
FOR 
INCREDIBLE 
MASSAGE 


Best service 
town. 


OPEN DAYS 


617-959-6771 


SWEET 
YOUNG GIRL 
FROM 
HONG KONG 


Best deep tissue 
body massage. 


Rejuvenate 
remove stress. 
Next 
Chinatown. 


224 Tremont St, 
Boston, 


617-981-0698 


Rose Spa 
“Body Work "Steam Sauna 
* Body Shampoo 

Asian 
Qam-12am * 7/days a week 
2 Pontiac Ave, Providence, RI 


OS) 


Exit 16 towards 812-Cronston © Toke Reservoir Ave/R12 Exit towards Cranston 
Turn Left on Reservoir Ave © 0.1 miles on the left 
(ocross from JOB LOT/corner of Ponti: and Reservoir) 


Tol 


#11/3/93 TWO GIRL 
SPECIAL IN BOSTON 
Best body massage 

and body shampoo by 
young Korean and Thai 
college sweet girls. In/ 
Out 24/7 
617-606-3733 


pen on holiday 


#1 1/60/93 EXIT 32 
AMAZING MALAYSIAN 
SWEETIES 

Hot body massage & 

body shampoo by young 
Malaysian and japanese 
college sweet girls. Near 
North Gate mall. in/Out 
24/7 781-336-4223 


Open on the holiday 


#1 ASIAN RUB 
MASSAGE 


Young Girls For Full Body 
Rub. Rt. 93. Quincy. Exit 8. 
Appt. Only 

617-347-3403 


#1 BEST BODY WORK 
MASSAGE 

Barety legal girls. Femaie 
masseuses give to you 
great deep tissue massage 
and Oriental beauties 
with the softest touch. 
Unforgettable experience 
with hot towel with every 
hour massage. Call 617- 
386-9997 Braintree 


TST CLASS MASSAGE 


ASIAN DEEP TISSUE 
MASSAGE 


Sweet beautiful Asian girl 
Cawntown Boston 
Wam-tipm 

Clean & Private 
617-818-2603 


BEST ORIENTAL BODY- 
WORKS 
West of City, near 90/95. 
10 a.m-S p.m. 
CLEAN 6 PRIVATE 


Call for appointment 


617-332-5323 


CHINESE GIRL 


Good Massage 
Quincy 
857-221-2363 


GRAND NEW OPENING 
BEST MASSAGE 
MEDFORD 

Nice girl 

Asian Tuina 


617-820-6688 


GRAND OPENING 


MASSAGE 
Oriental beauties in 
Somerville 


Dry Sauna Table Shower Body Scrub 


“82-339-223-5157 617-820-1837 
95 South hwy exit 21 (Atwells Ave.) 

First Signal make Right, Look at the Dunkin Donuts. 
Any street parking two hours FREE 


Tall exotic American beauty 
offering quality massage in a 


GREAT MASSAGE 
Accupressure and deep 
tissue massage 


ASIA STAR BEST MAS- 

617-482-1098 


NEW! BONAN BODY 


WORK ASIAN TRADITION- 


AL MASSAGE 


781-324-6888 Maiden 


NORTH SHORE 
REVERE ASIAN BEST 


thephoenix.com/adult 


Nice beautiful Asian girls. 
OS Close to Revere Beach/ 
Blue line 


617-913-3081 


WEST QUINCY 


MASSAGE 

Very good massage for 
total body relaxation. 
Open 7 days a week. 
Outcalts aiso available. 
617-447-8700 


MEET 
A. Borge" =e 
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YOUNGER GIRL 


>» . Wie 


Showgun Spa 


Asian Ladies * Dry Sauna Body Scrub - Th Massagx 
Escort Massage Out Call Available in Casino Areas Only. ~ Treat 
1031 Rt 32 Suite# 4 & 5 { 
95 south - CT 32 Exit 84 | Take CT-32N Exit 84N/Norwic 


S-N-E towards dwntn Follow CT32/End at 1031 
New London/Norwich Norwich New London Trnpk 


NORTH MAIN STREET SPA 
1185 North Main St. 


downtown spa 


south main st. 
q 40] 453.6677 street & private parking behind 
NITES AMA OM ET building at 5. Water $t. 
drysauna body shampoo 
SAUNA body relaxation 


STEAM 


www.northmainstreetspa.com 


Street Spa Full Steam Room Dry 
401-728-1700 Body Shampoo Rab 


Open 9AM to 11PM 7 Days A Week + On Screet Parking 


From Providence - Take Exit 28-Right off Ramp to School Street. Take 
Right at first light onto Division St. At 2nd light take Right on Pleasant St 
From Boston - Take Exit 27- Take Right onto George St. First Right onto 
East Ave Ramp. Then First Right at Base of hill onto Pleasant St 
88 Pleasant St. Pawtucket, RI Walk-Ins Welcome! 


Come treat your 
body right... 


Dry Sauna 
Body Shampoo 

Oriental Style 
Body Rub 


PRIVATE PARKING & ENTRANCE IN BACK 


375 Admiral Street 


Looking for a bottom in Boston area 


Frendsiup into LTR would be nice 

Box 83371 (xp3/6 

WANNA PLAY HARD 

6f, 190ibs, browr/biue, 7.5" cut, well 

toned. versatile. works out reguiarty 

Always real horny and looking to play 
give me a call. Box 36661 (xp1/13 

VERY ORAL 

Love to do a lot of s"ching and licking 

Looting for a mice, clean guy Box 

8 

ARE YOU HUNTING FOR BEAR? 

Worcester male, 6", 200ibs, bear 

Seeks decent, Cool, sincere guy to get 

to know better. Box 70911 

MASCULINE BI GUY 


g to hook up in the late after 


Look 


moons. Looking to travel. Box 97861 


OPEN YOU UP 

Male. 6 looking for guys who er 
pened up. Msted and 

toys. Box 43041 (xp2 


FEMININE SOUTH SHORE GUY 


Puerto Rican male, 39. mature 

Hartlord area, looking for a guy to 

have some fun tines. Make sure you 
number! Box 42751 

PREFER OLDER MEN 

Bw 


leave a 


DISCREET, MASCULINE 

& white marned guy wants to nook 
up with a well-hung biack guy Box 
THE FUN STARTS HERE 

Lootung tor well-nung guys. 18-4 
who love receming head to comple 
tion. Box 90021 (xp 1/24 
SEEKING WELL-ENDOWED 
if by some muracie yo: 

endowed top looking 

realy ttom 

smootr who gives the best 


head you've ever had. has a nice ass. 


rd to ensure it’s pertectly 
an take your long. 
nt long. please call me’ 
ut please be a total top 
really sweet. no BS, intelligent 
to-be-with person who looks hot 
dressed up. | get mistaken for a pretty 
often. Box 39251 
LOOKING FOR YOU 
WM. 5°10". 180ibs, shaved head 
biue eyes. well-endowed. versatile 
a bottom. seeks Latino or 
black guy. smart and sexy. straight 
bi or gay. who is healthy clean. safe 
and wants to get together at my place 
Box 87361 (xp2/11 
LET'S TALK 
Male who enjoys sports and read: 
ts looking for similar guy for fur 


Dut more 


mparonstup. Box 94251 (xp 
A EVERVTIENG 
Je isiand guy 
le bu 


Q and anythir 


WANT TO PLAY 
an host if you want t 
mice package, down-t 
and lots of fun. Will not di 
NASHUA GUY 
190ibs. lootung for guys in the area 
who want to have some fun Message 
ne it you're terested Box 943 


VERY ORAL 

WM. 52. 6°. 185ibs, looking for guys 
m the New Bedfora area to hook up 
with. | love to s"ck until you c"m. 
Box 41501 (xp3/8) 

VIRGIN 

Looking for somebody to teach me 

@ thing or two about oral sex. Box 
92651 (xp12/24) 

VERY KINKY 

35, 6°1", 170ibs, dark hair and eyes 
bubbie butt, hung. hot, passionate 
Quy lookung for raw, uninhibited, wid 
party play with a hung, hot guy Want 
to have fun, get down and laugh! Box 
41101 (xp1/25 

LET ME TAKE CARE OF YOUR 
NEEDS 

GWM, 6’, brown hair, 6.5" cut, likes 
to service a man's cck. Box 90281 


CLEAN & DISCREET SEEKS SAME 

Bi-curious, marned WM, 22Sibs. 

black hair, handsome. nice ass, 

ng tor a clean, discreet. big Diack c*ck 

In my hand to play with and adrmure 

Box 90771 (xp3/9) 

WANT TO SERVICE YOU 

Mamed man. 64. looking to ser. 

vice d°ck in downtown Boston 

Reciprocation optional. Box 84561 

CENTRAL CONN AREA 

Marmed WPM, very discreet, clean. 

D/D-tree, Di-cunous and very inexpen 

enced, lootung for male buddy. similar 

traits, earty 50s. clean and discreet 

who wants to talk and explore our 

interests. | have a thick, long-lasting 

ve to watch pom. Let's get 
ff. 


Box 40361 


LATE HOOK- UPS 
Latino male, 21 75ibs, six 
pack. in great shape. well-endowed 
bottom looking for older daddy. | want 
to be domwnated. Aiso into the group 
thing. Box 77621 (xp1/9) 
NO GAG REFLEX 
Bottom pig, loves to obey and s*ck 
“ck. I'm fit and like to work out. Box 
Ler’s GET DOWN AND DIRTY 
Male, 41, in Providence, war 
some c"cks and lick the c*m off my 
face. Box 59921(xp3/7 
VERY HORNY 
North Shore male, 195ibs, 7 
cut, thick, shaved, looking for mutual 
and ass play. | can host 24/7 
Box 51231 (xp3/9) 
LET'S HAVE FUN 
Maie, 50s, new at thus, looking for a 
younger, clean-shaven guy. any age. 
for fun times. Box 95771 (xp1/9) 
ORAL FUN IN RHODE ISLAND 
Looking for a guy, 50+, who would 
like to get serviced by a 60-year old 
wearing lingene. No reciprocation. Be 
Clean cut, living in Rhode Island. Box 
1 1 (p1/26) 
BI-CURIOUS 
Maile, 39. blond/biue. good-looking, 
Clean, in good shape, 190ibs, 33 
waist, seeks younger, thin guy in his 
5. good-looking and clean, for first 
time fun. Box 91071 (xp3/4 
LOOKING FOR. 
@ Stiff pr’ck in my mouth or ass. | 
need to c’m, come give it to me! Box 
EROTIC FUN 
Slender maie looking for a hot and 
jean, discreet, professional 
lean, secure guy in East Prowdence 
Box 93212 (xp 1/29) 
| WANNA BE A GIRL 
Maile, 49, 6'2", 300Ibs, sissy, loves 
weanng panties. stockings. garters 
and lipstick, wants to be your gut. Box 
85902 (xp 1/21) 


1SO MY FIRST BI EXPERIENCE 
Looking for a couple to share my first 
bi expenence. Looking for a woman 
who will show me how to get a man 
off. Box 37032 (xp1/6) 
ALL TOP 
Light BM. 40, shaved balts, looking 
for white. Asian or Hispanic men, 18- 
45. Love oral, giving and receiving. 
Looking to party. Cambndge/Bnghtor’ 
Alston area. Box 51842 (xp2/10) 
LOOKING FOR A GOOD TIME 
Maie, 50s, smooth body, enjoys wear- 
ing thongs and g-strings. Looking for 
another GM. preferably older, who 
would like some company. laid 
back and love to hug and kiss. Box 
77082 (xp3/10) 
YOUR PLACE 
6'3", black/brown, 7” cut, homy, oral. 
open-minded, looking for guy 
for tun times. Box 62612 (xp1/12) 
DOWN AND DIRTY 
Male, 31, 5°10", Attleboro area, 7” cut 
and shaved, looking for a good time 
Can't host, will travel. Seeking guysm 
18-60, age and race open. i'm very 
versatile and love to c’ck. Box 
96602 (xp3/8) 
'SO ATTACHED BI GUY 
BIWM, 6°3", dark/green, 190ibs, very 
attractive, athietic build, great body 
seeking a bi guy who has a wife or 
girlfriend. | have a tall, thin girtfriend 
with big t"ts. Looking for some fun. 
maybe involving her. Box 89322 
(xp3/4) 
DISCREET 
Well-hung WM looking for a guy, who 
wears dentures, for oral pleasures. Will 
travel for the nght guy. Call me! Box 
92902 (xp3/5) 


GENUINE BOTTOM 
Love s*cking and swallowing 
c’m. Also love to take it up the ass. 
Box 93342 (xp12/28) 
LET'S GET TOGETHER FOR FUN 
BIWN, 55, looking for Central MA/ 
Southern NH guys for good times. 
I'm definitely a bottom. Box 93972 
(xp2/11) 
FUN FRIENDSHIP 
Rspecttul, fun Puerto Rican maie 
looking for good times. Are you inter- 
ested? Box 96612 (xp2/26) 
MIDDLE-AGED WM 
5'7", 150ibs, clean-shaven, non- 
smoker, D/D-free, locking to explore 
some new things. interested in B&D. 
having my ass explored, fisted and 
fcked. Box 94942 (xp3/7) 
SUBMISSIVE GUY 

and dominant fnend who enjoys 
old-fashioned, bare-bottom spanking. 
| like to watch. Box 95612 (xp3/7) 
LOTS OF TOYS 
Bi-curious, versatile HM, 45, 5'6' 
160lbs, shaved head. goatee, shaved 
b'lls and ass, 6" uncut, works out 
often. Would like to meet non-smok- 
ing, Non-dninking, D/D-free, smooth- 
bodied, versatile men or bi-couples, 
shaved b’lils, 7.5" or bigger, 20-35. 
Box 70572 (xp3/11) 
ALL NIGHT LONG 
Male, 19, 6’, 8.5" uncut, tight virgin 
ass, swimmer's build, six-pack, tight 
body, on the slender side, looking for 
a nice man in the Quincy area. Maybe 
we can have a few drinks, watch a 
porn, and play with each other. Box 
96222 (xp3/8) 
SEEKING A BOTTOM 
Looking for a male, under 17Oibs. 
who 's available weekdays. preferably 
in the morning, who ts into oral. Box 
74102 (xp2/19) 


HOT, WILD AND RAW 
Uninhibited maie, 180lbs, 6°1 
smooth pink, wet hole, pig bot- 
tom, loves to get nasty piggy fisted 
Looking for a guy with a big d°ck. Box 
41102 (xp1/25) 

VIRGIN SEEKS TS 

Teach me everything there is to know 
about ora! sex! Leave a number and |'li 
cali you back! Box 92652 (xp12/24) 
PLL TAKE THE WHOLE THING 

Maile, 48, 6’. neavyset, looking for a 
Quy who wants to sit back, relax and 
enjoy some good head. Box 42352 
(xp 1/26) 

BIWM, 35... 

Clean and discreet, more of a bottom 
but very versatile. wants to meet up 
and hang out. Anything goes! Box 
92362 (xp3/4) 

CHRISTMAS PACKAGE 

WM, 5°11", 17Sibs, would like to 
open a Chnstmas package | can get 
excited about and choke on. Oral, anal 
Holiday wishes, hoping they come 
true! Box 79112 (xp1/26) 

LET'S HAVE SOME FUN 

Bi-curious WM, 225ibs, hand. 
some, black hair, nice ass, looking for 
semor male, 70+, who has his own 
place and is Curious or inexpenenced. 
Box 90772 (xp3/10) 

MIDOLE-AGED GENTLEMAN SEEKS 
SAME 

Looking strictly for oral sex, 
Scking, ass-eating. | like it kinky and 
nasty Also interested in watersports. 
Box 92252 (xp1/4) 


175ibs, 


Bi-CURIOUS, FIRST TIME 
Male, 39, 5°10", 190ibs, in good 
shape, very clean, no hair, nice ass. 
looking for BiM, hopefully younger 
than me, for first time experience. Box 
91072 (xp3/4) 
TOP GUY WITH A BUDDY 
We're looking for masculine, muscular 
guys for wild times and good fun, Box 
96571 (p12/12) 
PLAYTIME 
Male, 43, 6’, 185ibs, loves to play with 
toys. Looking for a playmate. 
Box 43041 (xp2/3) 
VERSATILE TOP 
Male, 39, 5°10", 215ibs, brown/hazet, 
hairy, and versatile. More top than 
bottom but will do anything. Box 
99231 (xp2/25) 
TURN ME ON 
Male, 48, Cranston Rhode Island area, 
would like to get together. | love to get 
on my knees and give head. Love to 
get fcked in the mouth and the ass. 
Box 42351 (xp1/19) 
WM SEEKS BM 
Maried BIWM, 7” cut, 190ibs, 
looking to hook up with a Bi biack 
guy. Your place. Box 57471 (xp2/17) 
(SO GOOD, RELIABLE SLAVE 
who can takea good whipping, likes 
being disciplined with a strap, being 
gagged, c‘ck-tortured, and long ses- 
sions where you're being forced to 
Box 51221 (xp3/2) 
BIG C°CKS 
| want it shoved in my ass and mouth 
| love sperm shooting ail over me i 
can s*ck every drop out of your balis. 
Box 51711 (xp2/12) 


1 CAN HOST 
Seeking a thin, wel-hung guy who 
wants to s"ck and be s*cked. I'm 5'9” 
150ibs, 7" cut, nice head. Quincy 
area. Box 11341 (xp1/15) 
NASHUA AREA 
Male, 6’, 195ibs, moderately hairy, 
average build. looking for guys in the 
Nashua area for stearny get-togethers. 
Box 94371 (xp3/3) 
NEW TO THE SCENE 
Looking for somebody to teach me 
everything there is to know about oral. 
C’ck-s"cking, rimming, making out on 
the couch. Box 92651 (xp12/19) 
REALLY HORNY 
Biracial black/white male, 33, 5'10 
156ibs, tim build, hot and eager 
bottom looking to play. Box 91551 
(xp 12/10) 
MILD B&D 
i'm a novice, but ready to learn. Give 
me a Cail! Box 87761 (xp1/4) 
LOOKING FOR RELEASE 
Straight white guy looking to get some 
really good head. 7’, big loads, nice 
and trim. Box 95331 (xp2/7) 
SEXY ADVENTURES 
Maile, 48, 185ibs, wants to hook 
up with somebody who wants to get 
his s*cked. If you'd like to fck 
me in my really tight ass, we could go 
there, too. Box 92561 (xp 1/14) 
FRIENDS OR MORE 
Manchester NH GM ISO other men 
for friendship, possibly more. Box 
95281 (xp1/7) 
GIVING OR RECEIVING... 
warm water enema. If that sounds fun 
let's hook up! Box 95101 (xp1/18) 
SEEKING YOUNGER GUY 
Seeking male, 18-24, who enjoys 
frequent, awesome biow jobs. | 
love s*cking a smooth, hard to 
completion in erotic positions. |'m 38 
lean, extremely fit and discreet. Box 
96091 (xp1/27) 
TOP GUYS ONLY 
Bottom guy. Everett area. available 
Friday and Saturday nights to a clean, 
open-minded, disease-free top guy 
who likes to get kinky. Box 96331 
(xp 12/23) 
MUTUAL MASTURBATION 
Married guy, 36, beautiful body, big 
shaved that shoots big loads. 
Want to jerk off with another guy. SE 
MA/RI area. | cannot host. Box 96451 
(xp12/21) 
LET'S HAVE FUN! 
BIM, 55, 6’, 245ibs, 6" cut, seeking 
other panty wearers or cross-dressers 
over 40. Box 69481 (xp2/26) 
SPANKING OR MORE 
Male looking for guys who are into 
having thew ass spanked, possibly 
more. Box 87762 (1/4) 
SEEKING A BOYFRIEND 

who likes to make out, hold hands, 
and receive fantastic oral. | like to 
Gress in micro muniskirts and wear lin- 
gerie. Pull down my panties and hear 
me moan as | squirt my stuff in you! 
Box 57052 (xp3/3) 
OLD-FASHIONED DISCIPLINE 
Whatever you need, you can get 
here. You know you want, need and 
deserve it! Dominant WM, 51, good. 
looking, fit. clean. gives bare-bottom 
discipline to those in need. Box 33952 
(xp2/26) 
DOMINANT MISTRESS 
Dominant pre-op, 5'9", 139!bs, long 
gorgeous legs, beautiful tits, 7" c"ck 
looking for submissive men who know 
thew place, which is, of course, my 
feet. S*ck my 5” heels and lick my 
toes. If you deserve it, you'll receive 
my c*ck. Box 54792 (xp3/2) 
MIDDLE-AGED GAY GUY 
In good shape, looking to hook up 
with other gay guys, 60+. Let's hang 
out, cuddle, and have some fun. Nice 
bedy, great ass! Box 77082 (xp3/2) 


YOUR 


OLDER MARRIED BIWM 

190ibs, 7" cut, looking to travel 

and hook up with a well-hung black 

guy. Let me know what you're into! 

Box 57472 (xp2/17) 

HOW FAR DO YOU WANT TO GO? 

Caucasian male, 48, 5'6", 150ibs, 

top, hazel eyes, mustache, looking 

for someone to get together with and 

do whatever we'd like. Box 41462 

(xp2/26) 

BI-CURIOUS 

Versatile HM, 5'6", 160!bs, shaved 

head, goatee, shaved bails and ass, 

6” uncut, D/D-free, seeks N/S, N/D. 

‘smooth hardbody like me, 20-35, 

shaved ass and bails, toned and fit, 

versatile, 7.5"'+, or bi couples | have 
it of toys we can play with. Box 
'62 (xp2/23) 

SEEKING RHODE ISLAND CD/TV/TS 

Bi guy in Rhode Island looking for 

cross-dressers, TVs or TSs. Leave me 

a message! Box 16562 (xp3/1) 

LOVE TO BE F*CKED 

Male. 41, brown/biue, average build, 

bottom, loves s*cking c*ck and getting 

fcked. Would like to meet somebody 

to have a good time with. Box 59922 

(xp3/2) 

TOP GUYS WANTED 

Looking to make plans for weekend 

fun. I'm 5°8”, 178lbs, tight hole. 

Seeking well-hung, disease-free, 

Clean, open-minded, kinky, aggressive 

tops. Box 96332 (xp12/23) 

SAFE AND DISCREET 

Looking to service Bi/GMs, 40+, with 

a big c’ck. Shaved c"ck and balls a 

plus. My place. Years of experience. 

Bring a frend if you want! Downtown 

Lowell. Box 59311 (xp2/25) 

DADDY SERVICE 

Daddy looking for a young guy with a 

huge c"ck. Ring daddy up, you won't 

be disappointed. Box 71191 (xp2/24) 

TOP SEEKS BOTTOM 

Married WM, 46, 5'9", black/ 

hazel, mustache, top, looking for bot 

tom to take me to completion. Box 

41461 (xp 2/17) 

LINGERIE 

Looking for a nice, clean, discreet 

maie on the dominant side. I'm looking 

to do some s"cking and licking, maybe 

wearing lingerie. Box 87791 (xp2/22) 

YOU 

Multi-racial male, 30s, well-propor- 

toned, looking to spoil a petite bot- 

tom. Box 78611 (xp2/22) 

LOVE C*CK? ME TOO! 

Guy, late 50s, enjoys porn, drinking 

beer, cuddling, having my c’ck licked 

and s*cked and reciprocating. You 

have to host. Box 41651 (xp2/13) 

NICE GUY 

Looking for stocky, smooth, submis- 

Sive guys with nice butts who are into 

role play, getting spanked and more 

Box 77081 (xp2/19) 

LOVE TO FOOL AROUND 

Middle-aged Bi guy, well-endowed, 

uncut, seeking a male to fool around 

with. Very oral, seeking similar. Box 

11191 (xp2/19) 

NEED SOME RELEASE? 

Male, 48, 6’, looking to hook up with 

somebody who needs a little release 

| love getting fcked in the mouth and 

ass, a man who wears nylons. Box 

42351 (xp1/12) 

OCCASIONAL FUN 

Mate, 33, 58”, 168ibs, hiker and 

weight-trainer, in good shape, seek- 

ing older, dominant man, heavyset a 

plus, with his own place. Box 42261 

(xp1/27) 

BLAST OFF 

SM looking for some men out there 

who have tight bails and want to 

unieash them into my mouth or ass. 

Total bottom. Box 51711 (xp2/4) 
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MILESTONES 
AND MEMORIES 


MARCIA SIEGEL 


You could say there were two tre- 

mendous forces that propelled dance 
into the world of modern culture: the BAL- 
LETS RUSSES of Serge Diaghilev and the 
choreography of MERCE CUNNINGHAM. We 
marked the passage of both in 2009. Nu- 
merous tributes surrounded the 1ooth an- 
niversary of the Ballets Russes’ first perfor- 
mance in Paris — May 18, 1909 — and the 
death of Cunningham at age 90 in July. 

To commemorate the Ballets Russes in 
Boston last spring, the HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
THEATER COLLECTION mounted an exhibition 
drawn from its extensive holdings of scenic 
and costume designs, manuscripts, photo- 
graphs, and other materials. HTC curator 
Frederic Woodbridge Wilson put the show 
together, along with a three-day symposium 
of research and commentary. At BOSTON 
UNIVERSITY, Peter Rand coordinated a cluster 
of events that included concerts, exhibi- 
tions, and a three-day academic conference 
organized by noted dance historian Lynn 
Garafola. In connection with both events, 
students and professional choreographers 
staged revivals and new works based on the 
Diaghilev repertory. 

After Diaghilev’s death in 1929, the in- 
comparable dancers and choreographers who 
created a catalogue of landmark Ballets Russes 
ballets went on to enrich the repertory and in- 
fluence their colleagues for the rest of the 2oth 
century. BOSTON BALLET’s dedicated stagings 
George Balanchine’s choreography solidly 
tie that company to the neo-classical tradi- 
tion established by Balanchine and Bronislava 
Nijinska when they worked for Diaghilev. 

In 2009, Boston Ballet staged Balanchine's 
evening-length 1967 triptych Jewels. To com- 
memorate the Diaghilev years, the company 
presented convincing revival Balanchine’s 
1929 Prodigal Son, as well as Vaslav Nijinsky’s 
1912 Afternoon of a Faun and Michel Fokine’s Spec- 
tre dela Rose, from 1911. 

Boston Ballet artistic director Mikko 
Nissinen takes pride fostering the work 
of emerging choreographers, and as part 
of the Diaghilev evening, the company 
offered a new Sacre du Printemps by resident 
choreographer Jorma Elo. A seemingly 
work that used Igor Stravinsky’s 
score, it reimagined Nijinsky’s 1913 origi- 
nal contemporary-dance terms. 

Just before the Diaghilev-tribute pro- 
gram, the company ratified its classical 
credentials with wonderful production 
Sleeping Beauty, pinnacle 
ballet achievement. the fall, installed 
its new home the Opera House, gave 
elegant account another 
tury showpiece, the grand pas from 
Paquita. 

The MERCE CUNNINGHAM 
DANCE COMPANY hasn’t 


had a Boston season in 30 years. (Note to 
presenters: the company will go out of 
business in 2011, so there’s still time.) But 
the master’s presence was felt in direct 
as well as indirect ways. Jacob’s Pillow 
brought the Cunningham company to 
the Berkshires for a week in July, witha 
revival of his stunning 1975 Sounddance and 
two more-recent pieces. The season was 
shadowed the declin- 
ing health; he passed away the night the 
Pillow performances ended. 

genius was his ability to trust other 
artists and technologies as his co- 
creators. He said he could access 
many more possibilities when 
he didn’t rely solely on his own : 
imagination. Eventually used film 
and video, computer software, and motion 
capture as dancemaking tools. At the 
MIT Museum in April, the BOSTON 
CYBERARTS FESTIVAL showed four 
installations and two live perfor- 
mances based on Cunningham's 
dance-gambit Loops. 

First performed in 1971, Loops 
wasn’t a set choreography bu*a 
movement motif suggested 
pathway that Cunningham could 
interpret however he wished as 
performed over the years. 
film he made in 2000, when he 
danced Loops mainly with his face 
and hands, became a template for 
the software artists Brian Knep, 
C.D.B/ Reas, Golan Levin, 
and Sololimited. perfor- 
mance, there were more 
out-of-body possibilities 
as Boston dancer MARJORIE 
MORGAN and sound artist 
JED SPEARE used movement, 
video, and sampling for a 
looping dance, and former 
Cunningham dancer JONAH 
BOKAER danced his False Start, 
duet with animated on- 
screen superdancer. 

The postmodern danc- 
ers who began working 
the pushed 
the choreographic 
ideas Cunning- 


ham and his partner John Cage a lot farther 
than Cunningham and Cage themselves 
did. They adopted collage, mechanical 
reproduction, ordinary activity, and bor- 
rowings from popular culture perfectly 
good ingredients for making dances. Since 
then, contemporary dance has opened 
include all these and more. We saw diverse 
examples this year in the work of CHRIS 
ELAM/MISNOMER at Concord Academy Sum- 
mer Stages, ZOE/JUNIPER at the ICA spon- 
sored by CRASHarts, and ELIZABETH 
STREB, also at the ICA. 

Social and political issues preoc- 
cupy many choreographers. This 
year, CRASHarts brought RONALD 

K. BROWN’s Evidence company to 
the ICA with three dances inspired 
African-American history and faith. 
DAVID DORFMAN involved the audi- 
ence in a meditation on public 
and private identity. Disavowal, 
based on the life of abolition- 
ist John Brown, was shown 
at Salem State College in 
February. 
DAVID PARKER AND THE 
BANG GROUP brought Show 
Down, their hilarious im- 
pression Broadway and 
Hollywood's Annie Get Your 
Gun, to Summer Stages. 
What like much about 


BALLETS RUSSES 
Boston Ballet paid trib- 
ute to Diaghilev with its 
revival Prodigal Son. 


ERIC ANTONIOU 


MERCE Jacob's 
Pillow brought 
stunning 1975 
Sounddance. 


Parker’s humor is that even when he’s tak- 
ing his subject matter to pieces, you know he 
really loves it, too. 

Last summer at Bard College, LUCINDA 
CHILDS revived one of the most important 
examples of theatrical minimalism. Dance, 
her 1979 collaboration with Philip Class and 
Sol LeWitt, offered 10 performers leaping 
and stepping across the stage, framed and 
echoed by a giant film of their predecessors, 
the creators of the dance. We seerned to be 
watching a time warp, as the images 30 
years apart shared a conversation. 

The Celebrity Series brought the MARK 
MORRIS DANCE GROUP back for an evening of 
modern-dance repertory. Morris one the 
few choreographers whose development over 
the years can seen live performance. 
The perennially popular company featured 
its excellent dancers, live music, and three of 
the choreographer’s works, dating from 1992 
(Bedtime), 2001 (V), and 2003 (All Fours). 

The art of creating dance structure 
seems to be making a comeback after being 
submerged floods free-form contem- 
porary dance. Local choreographers KELLEY 
DONOVAN and CAITLIN CORBETT presented 
especially appealing works. Donovan's Bor- 
rowed Bones, at the Dance Complex in March, 
showed off the choreographer’s lush move- 
ment invention and her skill at composi- 
tion. Corbett gives structural challenges to 
the technically trained dancers of her own 
company, which is augmented by layper- 
sons. December wound up with Corbett’s 
2sth-anniversary concert at BU’s Tsai Cen- 
ter, an evening that included a series of 
spectacular one-minute duets for people of 
all ages and dance training. 

In March, the Boston dance community 
celebrated the 8oth birthday of teacher/cho- 
CLAIRE MALLARDI, who taught 
Radcliffe students and practically everyone 
else in modern dance for more than 40 years. 
Another beloved teacher/choreographer, 
MARCUS SCHULKIND, was the 2009 winner 
of the Boston Dance Alliance Dance Cham- 
pion award. We lost a favorite personality in 
March with the unexpected death 
CHAEL SHANNON, who originated the role of 
Drosselmeyer in BalletRox’s Urban Nutcracker. 

Although they took place in Manhat- 
tan, two highlights of the year for me 
were the massive MERCE CUNNINGHAM 
MEMORIAL at the Park Avenue Armory and 
MEREDITH MONK’s Ascension Variations at the 
Guggenheim Museum. Besides honoring 
Cunningham, the memorial performance 
brought the dance company today to- 
gether with alumni and students per- 
form choreography, and 
huge audience revisit and celebrate their 
work. The evening was living testimony 
not only Cunningham’s long creative 
life but his influence all. 

Monk, who sang short epilogue the 
Cunningham memorial, produced her own 
enormous music-movement piece, one with 
roots her 1969 breakthrough work, Juice 
(which also took place at the Guggenheim). 
Wordless and almost intangible, Monk’s 
company and two big New York choirs 
transported the audience through time and 
space in the coiling rotunda of Frank Lloyd 
Wright's museum. © 
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THROWDOWN THE MFA 

And the winner the face-off 
Venetian titans was the viewing 
public, which got see paintings 
like St. George, St. 
Louis, and the Princess. 


SAINTS, SINNERS, PAINT 


GREG COOK 


The year started off with a kick 
in the teeth when, in January, 
Brandeis University announced plans to 
shutter its Rose Art Museum and sell off 
its masterpieces. Leaders of the Waltham 
school pled “historic economic recession” 
and then kinda, sorta retreated over the 
ensuing months as the entire art world de- 
clared they had shit for brains. Numerous 
istrators — among them President 
inharz and financial chief Peter 
bsequently announced they 
but the threat has not been 
ht rescinded. Stay tuned. 

Three major local painters passed away: 
ienry Schwartz, Michael Mazur, and Hy- 
nan Bloom. And after 10 galleries closed last 

year, two more shut down in 2009: eight- 
year-old OH+T Gallery and Nielsen Gallery, 
which was founded in 1963. But several local 
artists had break-out years, and new energy 
ame with the opening of Fourth Wall Proj- 
enoit in Boston, Meme Cal- 
cally at the end 
ambridge, and Hallway Callery 
amaica Plain. Which leads me to our an- 


nindo 


nual rundown of the best art of the year. 


THREE GENTLEMEN VENICE 
The marvel of the Museum of Fine Arts’ “Ti- 
etto, Veronese: Rivals in Renais- 
sance Venice” was 1) the amazing loans the 
MFA secured (rumored to be Italy’s thanks for 


the MFA’s return of Italian antiquities) and 

2) curator Frederick Iichman's crackerjack 
organization the canvases. Telling face-offs 
the 16th-century titans depicting the same 
Greek deities or Catholic saints made it plain 
to experts as well as average Joes how the 
three artists developed relation and compe- 
tition with one another. But there was noth- 
ing plain about the glorious art, devoted as 

it was to the sensual pleasures of red velvet, 
gold, and rosy naked flesh. 


POLICE BLOTTER 

After the excitement of 2007’s Mooninites 
invasion and the arrest at gunpoint at Logan 
Airport of an MIT student wearing harm- 
less LED lights, local law enforcement had a 
lackluster showing in 2008. But they made 
for this year with the arrest Shepard 
“Obama Hope” Fairey as he was on his way 
Contemporary Art. The arrest was good for 
everybody: it promoted the ICA’s hot survey 
of Fairey’s work and reasserted the LA street 
artist's hip outlaw edge in the wake of his 
helping to elect a president. Organized by 
former ICA curator Emily Moore Brouillet 
and guest curator Pedro Alonzo, “Supply and 
Demand” actually rocked, Fairey brought 
his rusty street chic into the gallery. But 
just when it seemed he could do no uncool, 
he confessed that he'd lied, faked evidence, 
and destroyed evidence to cover up precisely 


which Associated Press photo uh, bor- 
towed for his famous Obama poster and 
that made him seem like petty little twerp. 
(Kudos also to the ICA for its presentation 

of MIT professor Krzysztof Wodiczko’s gut- 
wrenching, heartbreaking, Iraq-in-your-liv- 
ing-room installation . . . Out of Here.) 


NATIONAL ANTHEM 

Bostonian Joe Wardwell broke out this year 
with his paintings of bad-ass rock lyrics 
flaming across romantic Hudson River 
School-ish landscapes. As presented in 
“Seeing Songs” the MFA and his “Die 
Young” solo show LaMontagne Gallery, 
the idea was catchy, and the execution 
made you swoon. The canvases felt like al- 
bum covers for the American Dream. 


CIVILIZED BITS 

With his fall show “Exempla” Tufts 
University, Cambridge’s Brian Knep dem- 
onstrated again why he may be the area’s 
pre-eminent digital artist. It’s not just the 
impressive programming, which animates 
doodly characters based simple interac- 
tions with viewers, but Knep’s ideas. His 
cartoon creatures bunch together in groups 
and divide and team again become 
beautiful, philosophical metaphors for the 
life and death communities. 


ART DARKNESS 

you were looking for portrait soulless 
shithole America, you could better 
than the installation that Alexi Antoniadis 
Newtonville and Nico Stone Chelsea 
presented the group show “Salt the 
Earth” Montserrat College Art this 
Ingredients included cigarette 
stuck into some poopy-looking thing, 
gravel-and-concrete block scrawled with 
tedious graffiti, and a bent subway pillar 
supporting block cement dotted with 
chewing gum. Everything was familiar 
but off, and off in a way that seemed truer 
than true. I couldn’t shake their bleak vi- 
sion. But “Salt” also included the tonic 

of Watertown artist David Curcio’s folksy 
patchwork prints and drawings bears, 
mills, and cameo heads that felt like a 
lovely dream from the 19th century. 


OUT 

Suddenly last year, Resa Blatman’s sultry 
paintings of birds and flowers amid Art Nou- 
veau arabesques seemed sharper, lusher. 
The key was the Somerville artist’s switch 

to painting on rectangular PVC panels with 
her patterns jigsawed out the edges. This 
technique wove the decoration throughout 
the composition, and it put her subject into 
focus: the birds and the bees. She moved 
to asymmetrical panels for Tufts University’s 
annual juried exhibition this summer and 
then a Suffolk University Art Gallery show 
(up through January 17). As the work gets 
more curvy, it becomes ever more ravishing. 


UNDERGROUND MASTER 

“R. Crumb’s Underground” at Massa- 
chusetts College of Art, a career survey 
organized San Francisco’s Yerba Buena 
Center for the Arts, offered evidence that 
the legendary underground cartoonist ri- 
vals Rembrandt, pen stroke for pen stroke. 
From Fritz the Cat to “Keep On Truckin’ ” 
to his brand new tome The Book of Genesis, 
Crumb’s awesome draftsmanship chan- 
nels the raw id (violent, bigoted, cantan- 
kerous, kinky, paranoid, angry, sweaty, 
lusty) his era. 


FLEA CIRCUS 

Peabody Essex Museum rummaged 
through New York fashion plate’s flam- 
boyant closet for “Rare Bird of Fashion: The 
Irreverent Iris Apfel” (up through February 
7). Organized by New York’s Metropolitan 
Museum Art, the exhibit combines haute 
couture and flea-market finds eye-popping 
ensembles that dare brave the 
88-year-old Apfel. The Peabody Essex also 
honored its maritime roots with its summer 
show “The Golden Age Dutch Seascape.” 
Organized England’s National Maritime 
Museum, this one catalogued the sea power 
the trading empire that financed the 17th- 
century “Golden Age” Dutch culture. 


WESTERN CANON 

Somerville artist Raul Gonzalez’s jam- 
packed installation about the life 
imagined boxer East Boston’s New Eng- 
land Gallery Latin American Art last year 
won him the critics’ pick for best painting 
show from the Boston Art Awards (which 

l organize). He followed that up with an 
even more substantial and assured series 
paintings that tapped folk art and car- 
toony street styles plumb our Old West 
legacy via a fever dream of desert, skulls, 
buffalos, and stereotype Injuns. They de- 
buted Tufts’s juried summer show and 
then electrified the back room Carroll 
and Sons November. wonder took 
home Artadia grant August. 


SWEET SPOT 

What makes Laurel Sparks’s paintings 

delicious her exuberant embrace 
decadence. The Jamaica Plain artist’s Feb- 
ruary exhibit “Pleasure Dome” Howard 
Yezerski Gallery began with doodles 
chandeliers and then slathered on top 
silver enamel, glitter, and acrylic paint in 
confectionery pinks and blues. It’s se- 
ductive, sugary neo-rococo abstraction 
which more is more. © 


pa COOL AND UNCOOL Shepard Fairey regained his outlaw status — and then twerped out. aN qe 
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Books 


JON GARELICK 


0) Here, listed alphabetically by author, 
are 10 of the best books the Phoenix re- 
viewed in 2009. 


MARGARET ATWOOD 

THE YEAR THE FLOOD 

Nan Talese/Doubleday 

At the start of Atwood’s novel, mankind is 
heaving its last gurgling sighs. A deadly pan- 
demic has chewed through the human race, 
whose planet-stripping, gene-scrambling 
civilization of the not-too-distant future 

has finally unraveled into useless heap. 

Of course, it’s not realism that Atwood’s 
after. The street gangs have names like the 
Tex-Mexes, the Lintheads, and the Asian 
Fusions, and the public lives in fear of a trig- 
ger-happy law-enforcement squad known 

the CorpSeCorps. Writers have scrubbed 
plenty of post-apocalyptic wastelands across 
our eyeballs — far rarer is the story that keeps 
grinning all the way through Armageddon. 


THE DEATH OF 
BUNNY MUNRO 
Nick Cave's pro- 
tagonist sells 
hand cream and 
fantasizes about 
Avril Lavigne 


TRUE STORIES 
FACT AND FICTION 


AUSTEN AND 
GRAHAME-SMITH 
PRIDE AND PREJUDICE AND ZOMBIES 


Quirk 


The ultimate high-concept-book idea was 
also the phenomenon the year: Mad- 
Libs smash-up of social satire and “ultra- 
violent zombie mayhem,” designed from 
the title inward. Despite his decidedly 
lowbrow preoccupations (zombies, martial 
arts, and crude jokes about balls), Seth 
Grahame-Smith is a sly devil, a parodist 
with as strong a sense of Austen’s prose 
stylings as of her sharp observations. And 
he’s used his rapier wit to insert his own 
story of England under attack into Aus- 
ten’s Classic in a way that, yes, enhances 
the original. Unfortunately, the concept 
quickly became a franchise, and Sense and 
Sensibility and Sea Monsters (by a different co- 
author) wasn’t nearly as good. 


PETER CARLSON 
BLOWS TOP: COLD 
WAR COMIC INTERLUDE, 


STARRING NIKITA 
KHRUSHCHEV, 
AMERICA’S 
UNLIKELY 
TOURIST 
Public Affairs 
America’s most 
famous diplomatic 
guest was anything 
but diplomatic. He 
contradicted and 
insulted his hosts, 
provoked a media 
riot in a Califor- 
nia supermarket, 
manhandled a tur- 
key, fondled a gate- 
crasher’s pot belly, 
threw a tantrum 
over a canceled trip 
to Disneyland, and 
threatened global 
annihilation. Fast- 
paced and delight- 
fully sardonic, former 
Washington Post reporter 


Carlson’s chronicle goes well beyond being 
a farcical collection of outrageous stories. 
Even doesn’t come right out and say so, 
Carlson’s is a cynic’s view of history — one 
that leaves no question that the rhetorical 
duel played out across America in 1959 was 
fueled more by mutual insincerity than by 
heartfelt ideology. 


NICK CAVE 

THE DEATH BUNNY MUNRO 
Faber Faber 

Cave’s first novel, 1989’s And the Ass Saw the 
Angel, was, Phoenix critic James Parker wrote, 
“impossible.” But now we have this story of 
“a sexually incontinent hand-cream sales- 
man” on the south coast of England tending 
to his lady clientele while fantasizing about 
Avril Lavigne. Scrape the surface the 
new book and you'll find a familiar land- 
scape. Here, in raw-power, wreck-of-the- 
Deutschland prose, is a proper case of Biblical 
diabolic possession. “To be carnally minded 
is the death of Bunny Munro,” said St. Paul, 
more or less. Even Avril Lavigne might be 
able to get behind that. 


TRACY KIDDER 

STRENGTH WHAT REMAINS 
Random House 

Kidder’s immersive journalism at one time 
epitomized the art of invisibility (see 1995’s 
House). More recently, however, he’s begun to 
re-emerge as a character in his own books. In 
the wake of his reflective 2005 Vietnam War 
memoir, My Detachment, comes this intensely 
personal global investigation subtitled “A 
Journey of Remembrance and Forgiveness.” 
Following a refugee from the 1994 civil war 
in Burundi to New York City, where he strug- 
gles to make a new life, Kidder takes both 
narrative and personal risks, his involve- 
ment with his subject becoming part the 
story. And the story is all the more powerful 
because of that. 


HILARY MANTEL 

WOLF HALL 

Henry Holt 

This year’s Booker Prize winner for fiction, a 
character study the 16th-century English 
statesman Thomas Cromwell, is lengthy and 
dense but also stark — and as bare-bones as 
such a book can get. Told from Cromwell's 
perceptive and at times haunted viewpoint, 
it delves deep into a most complicated man, 
focusing on the period 1527-1535, the years 
of his service to Cardinal Wolsey and Henry 
Like Mantel’s masterful retelling the 
origins of the French Revolution, 1993's A 
Place of Greater Safety, Wolf Hall depicts a world 
in which major social changes come about 
through pragmatic, often expedient choices 
made private. 
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BETHANY MORETON 

SERVE GOD AND WAL-MART: 
THE MAKING CHRISTIAN 

FREE ENTERPRISE 

Harvard 

Moreton counters the conventional North- 
east-and-Midwest-centered narrative of the 
American worker with an account of the 
sing-hallelujah service culture that began in- 
cubating in the ’6os in the agricultural com- 
munities of the Ozarks, where Wal-Mart is 
headquartered, It was Sam “Daddy” Walton's 
genius frame the big-retail ethic terms 
of “family” while removing the taint of ser- 
vitude from what was, after all, unproduc- 
tive service labor. To understand the lingua 
franca of today’s workplace — with its talk 
networking, entrepreneurialism, leader- 
ship, community service, and, above all, PR 
and communications — this book is indis- 
pensable reading. 


ALICE MUNRO 

TOO MUCH HAPPINESS 

Knopf 

Anyone familiar with Munro’s stories knows 
that the title of this collection has to be 
highly qualified. Which is not to say it’s 
downright ironic. Munro’s characters could 
fill a room of Adulterers Anonymous, her 
children are forever turning on their parents, 
and debilitating illness is never more than a 
defective gene away — yet her ability to strip 
away illusion and replace it with clarity and 
insight does afford them a certain satisfac- 
tion. It also justifies the frequent comparison 
her short stories with 


ROBERT PALMER 

BLUES CHAOS 

Scribner 

Palmer, who died in 1997 at 52, was eulogized 
in Rolling Stone (to which he had long con- 
tributed) as “America’s Pre-eminent Music 
Writer.” These 60 pieces — magazine and 
newspaper articles, profiles, interviews, 
liner notes — show why. Palmer’s writing is 
valuable not simply for his clarity, focus, and 
descriptive powers, but for his seemingly 
bottomless insight into every musical genre. 
He saw music as a half-mystical continuum 
where Roscoe Mitchell and the Gnawa clans- 
men Morocco and Charles Mingus and 
Darius Milhaud were all colleagues. 


COLM 
BROOKLYN 
Scribner 
Although set the New York borough the 
early 1950s, this novel is about deep Ameri- 
can truths the isolation the immigrant, 
the painful passage through homesickness 
to you-can’t-go-home-again, the indelible 
stamp of ethnicity and what it means to be 
uprooted. relates the story young 
Irishwoman, Eilis Lacey, who emigrates to 
Brooklyn's Cobble Hill section, works in a 
department store, and lives in a boarding 
house. the end which includes trip 
home to Ireland — Ellis is shedding her Irish- 
ness, much as Brooklyn has, and becoming 
American. Which means, in this novel, one 
who has suffered through and been, per- 
haps, annealed by great loss. © 
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THE COCKY 
THE COCK-E 


BY MICHAEL BRO 


DEUR 


“Make yourself usefu!.” 
It was a suggestion I heard quite often as a young one, and it has maintained 
nce over my efforts ever since. But these days, it’s not so easy to feel 


c. Foro there’s so much music coming at us — making a 
s feels like Lucy compiling a list of top candies coming down the con- 
and as that I Love Lucy reference attests), the relevance of the music 


by the day. Now oe at least 30 seconds of everything is free to 
f need for me to play food taster for you — unless 
ho just likes ena a food taster around. The critical mass has be- 
shimme school of fish: fascinating to watch as we simultane- 
ion, then another, search the next scraps sustenance, 
‘ native to an ecosystem from which everyone else has happily evolved. 


ther 
, there’s really n 


self-appraisals out the way, still committed making year-end 
dooming parameters. In scanning the heavy 
; the degree of repetition from list to list — as 
f truly great albums, and our role was just 
I'd argue that behind every worthy album, 
tter, that’s been cock-blocked. So here’s my 


its due, and then the one that isn’t. 


ANIMAL COLLECTIVE 
MERRIWEATHER POST PAVILION 

HERE MAGIC 


the careless confidence light glinting off 
a lake. True, if you didn’t know better, you 
might think it’s Cox fallen down the 
well given song for vocal duties (“What 
Crows?”), but by the time the climactic 
“Whiteout” boils over the edge its own 

melodies, Pundt’s unique voice loud and 
clear — though never near. 


« 


one more word about Merriweather 
and I'm going to stomp on 

king sampler thing. 
atest soup was yes noticeably 

s time, but there are many of 
opped hyperventilating over “My 
December. This was a big year 

rally concerned artists — layering 
sumptuous certain corners 
pather are, whole effort seems 
xious. On the other hand, Luke 
iple’s near-perfect full-length debut 

h Here We Go Magic sounds utterly at 


C's 


> 


+ 


in its continuous haze of | loping post 
0 ‘Fangela”), trippy pop expressionism 
“I Just Wan it To See You Underwater” , and 


n odysseys (“Tunneivision”). 
ind spe aking of bedroom odysseys . . . 


ATLAS SOUND 
Locos 


anky 


LOTUS PLAZA 
THE COLLECTIVE 


n album as Logos is, and as steep 
Bradford Cox’s own impressive 
Ican’t help suspecting that all 


g drama surrounding its 


stokin, 


leakage into our iPods assisted 
ipsing co-Deerhunter Lockett 
even dreamier popscape, Floodlight Collective. 
These one-man hypno-pop deals are gaining 
us steam (see: Here We Go Magic, the 
debut singles from Georgia's Washed 
i Bibio’s stunning pastiche Ambiva- 
, but Pundt’s album shines with 


BAT FOR LASHES 

TWO SUNS 

Astralwerks 

BACHELORETTE 

ELECTRIC FAMILY 

Drag City 

Sometimes you feel like a rut, sometimes 
you don’t. Two Suns was absolutely pretty, 
absolutely well crafted, absolutely com- 
mendable — it was just kind of a bummer. 
Natasha Khan’s no full-time buzzkill, but 
it’s hard figure how her gloomiest songs 
earned her default it-girl status this year, 
especially when this year was defined by in- 
novative ladies. (Mica Levi of Micachu and 
the Shapes, Merrill Tune-Yards, 
Florence Welch and her Machine, and Vic- 
toria Bergsman and her Taken Trees all 
come rushing to mind.) I was especially an- 
noyed to see New Zealand’s Annabel Alpers 
absent from much of the year-end memory; 
My Electric Family had enough noir-fi whis- 
pers (“Mercurial Man”), cleverly wrought 
retro-electro (“Her Rotating Head”), and 
dramatic punch (“The National Crid”) to 
steal any Khan fan’s ear — though it does 
bring with the hazard putting you 
better mood. 


BETTER THAN DIRTY PROJECTORS? Maybe modesty like everything else 
suggested the title their Mythomania 


is just a ruse. 


BETTER THAN 
YYYs? Yacht 
channeled equal 
parts XTC, Liquid 
Liquid, and, well, 
Wang Chung. 


DIRTY PROJECTORS 

BITTE ORCA 

Domino 

CRYPTACIZE 

MYTHOMANIA 

Asthmatic Kitty 

Look farther for bigger fan Bitte 

Orca than this guy. My right brain gets a 
41-minute hot-stone massage every time 

I put it on. Still, it’s not fair that Orca’s 
pristine weirdness got more play than the 
modest masterpiece that Cryptacize’s 
Mythomania. that modesty like ev- 
erything else suggested by its title — just 

a ruse? Like a dryer-shrunk version of the 
Projectors’ epic, Mythomania maintains a 
rate of at least three WTF moments per tidy 
little song — but the relentless sweetness 
of Nedelle Torrisi’s sunshine coo and Chris 
uncertain croon distracts you from 
each track’s truly treacherous footing. 
Most the album feels held together 
faith alone: “Gotta Get into This Feeling” is 
part pop, part hymn, and part self-help. 
wild guitar bucks freely in the overgrown 
fields of “The Loving Sun,” and the som- 
nambulant “What You Can’t See Is” may be 
the only song you'll ever need to take with 
into the shower. Both of these are albums 
you have learn like but you might 
find yourself learning like 
little more. 


YEAH YEAH YEAHS 

IT’S 

Interscope 

YACHT 

SEE MYSTERY LIGHTS 

DFA 

Disclosure: I’ve not really been a Yeah Yeah 
Yeahs person for a long time. I liked “Bang.” 
That was 2001. shook head all you 
when “Maps” came out. Really? thought. 
Hmm, I concluded. Sometimes our wiring 
differs, and that’s fine. However, I draw 
the line when It’s Blitz! gets propped as one 
of this year’s best —“Heads Will Roll” did 
way more for my cardio routine than it will 
ever for the electropop canon. Apart from 
that, It's Blitz! offers a title-appropriate dose 
of gusto but an equally appropriate feeling 
of desperation. If it was a step forward, it 
was the way one steps into cold water. 
Meanwhile, Portland’s Yacht jumped right 
in. See Mystery Lights was one of this year’s 
most charmingly damaged chunks of fuck- 
all electropop, channeling equal parts XTC, 
Liquid Liquid, and, well, Wang Chung. Al- 
though the likelihood that Yacht’s year will 
taking a stand for progress — whereas the 
former are here to surprise, the latter are 
there to survive. © 
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MATT PARISH 


When think back 2009, feel 

the same pleasant discomfort you 
get the end John Hughes movie, 
when suddenly all the jocks and dorks and 
punks are good friends. This year, hard- 
core denizens time-worn niches came 
out hiding and acted all presentable 
mean, the Pixies played the Wang and all 
sorts scenes and sounds went behind 
the bleachers for some unlikely scores. 
The following tracks from local newbs and 
well-aged vets alike almost all stepped out 
of the shadows in 2009 with that know- 
ing, Judd-Nelson-on-a-football-field look. 
You know the one. 


PASSION PIT 

“The Reeling” 

one else town nailed quite the 

way Passion Pit did with their debut, Man- 
ners (Frenchkiss). Michael Angelakos and 
company represent some the best parts 
Boston’s web dance nights, laptop 
Djs, and bedroom studios, a web that’s 

led recent crossover projects like Bodega 
Girls and the Coralcola/Big Digits team- 
up. Thus far, however, “The Reeling” has 
match for pure bravado. It’s not just 
anyone who can take helium-voiced call- 
and-response and graft glitchy synth 
bass line with positive results. And Passion 
Pit shoot the moon adding Miami Vice 
drum fills and Bee Gees disco groove that 
defies everything you thought you knew 
about stoic Boston-rock archetypes. 


HALLELUJAH THE HILLS 

“Paper Pilots” 

I’ve got a hoard of old Ryan Walsh four- 
track demos that I’ll never give up. Like, 
“Limited Edition stuff, full amaz- 
ing hiss and edits that drop with heavy 
tapehead clunks. This year finally brought 
studio record. “Paper 
Pilots” closes out the epic Colonial Drones 
(Misra) with the most victorious death 
knell ever recorded. all comes down 
the final minute, where Walsh and the 
band trade in their signature kitchen- 
sink approach for blunt two-chord fuzz: 
“You're gonna live/I’m gonna die” takes 
the nightmare insecurity and the vague 
conspiracies and mops them into one 
satisfyingly sure thing. 


GENERAL INTEREST 

“Capricious Youth” 

Who could complain about Conversions be- 
ing gone when outfit like this rises out 
of the ashes? Boston’s own Ride the Snake 
label home Life Partners, Reports, 
and Dead released this nugget 
General Interest’s Right the Beach 12-inch. 
Erase Errata bass punch and old Ex-Mod- 
els guitar stabs are the weapons choice 
the band step all over some otherwise 
perfectly grimy punk territory. “Capri- 
cious youth/Oh, don’t know/Capricious 


youth/Life confusing” are among the 
lyrical bon mots thrown out here Steve 
Shea with the moral fortitude young 
Rodney Anonymous. 


CONVERGE 

“Dark 

It’s been while since you could spazz out 
to a Converge song on the first try — theirs 
expert-level stuff. But this year, they 
dropped “Dark Horse” to lead off their fe- 
rocious Axe to Fall (Epitaph), and now that 
there seems to be a common thread be- 
tween this band and other human beings, 
you have start thinking about them 
little differently. Yes, they remain brutal, 
but they now feature all sorts guilty 
pleasures, like Super NES quest-metal gui- 
tar lines and garage-punk pick slides. The 
new attitude seems working: they 
started the year off in the sweaty nook of 
the ICC Allston and closed out opening 
for the Cartoon Network’s Dethklok the 
House of Blues. 


HORSEHANDS 

“Snipers the Stack” 

Something especially toxic was the wa- 
ter this year, as we got knotty music that’s 
weird from all angles and obsessively hyper- 
detailed thanks bands like Battle House, 
Thief Thief, and Big Bear. Horsehands 
snuck this monster out last summer on the 
Internet as part of a self-released EP, and lo- 
cal brains haven’t been the same since. The 
band mean-mug through the first third like 
grouchy gang Steve Albini clones before 
the impossibly wound-up guitars make like 
busted jack-in-the-boxes, lurching out on 
springs. This David Lynch’s cameo 
your house show. 


DRUG RUG 

“Hannah Please” 

Drug Rug got the gimmicky stuff out 
the way their previous release, this 
year brought new one full tambourine 
shakers and corduroy shufflers. “Hannah, 
Please” struts ahead the psych-pop pack 
thanks go-go organs and some Beach 
Boys back-ups from Tommy Allen. The 
spot-on brat appeal come from Sarah Cro- 
nin’s lead, however it’s gnarled whelp 
Saturday-morning hallucination. Drug 
Rug traffic warm and nostal- 
gia, but when Cronin belts like this, they 
sound just out bounds which where 
they’re most home. 


THUNDERHOLE 

“Black Person” 

Thunderhole have always been tough 
categorize. Heavy chunks garage-surf 
grooves past horror-show vocals that 
could have tied thern remotely to the Ab- 
bey Lounge scene had the Abbey not closed 
for good this year. Atari synth-lines waft 
from faded prints B-movie sci-fi while 
squiggly android effects on the guitar scare 
away the tasteful gearheads in the audi- 
ence. Think Thunderhole care? Blast the 
bowel-churning intro “Black Person” 
your speakers will be fiapping like the love 
handles cn the subject of their last anti-so- 
cial classic, “Fat Girl Smokin.’ ” 


ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

“Memory” 

musician Boston has shared the 
stage with as diverse a roster as Kevin 
Micka, the guy behind the glasses and the 
one-man band/endless-soldering project 
called Animal Hospital. There were gigs 
with local trumpet experimentalist Forbes 
Graham Allston basement and Chris 
Brokaw Brooklyn, couple European 
tours, and — hey, why not? — a couple 

of shows with the Jesus Lizard. He put 

out two records early in the year, and the 
double-vinyl edition of Memory arrived just 
in time for the holidays. The title track 
swells over 15 minutes of ringing, droning 
guitars and cello, intense tides laser 
fog sweep across the whole thing. This 
what the whale probe wanted hear 
Star Trek IV: The Voyage Home and could 
very well save your planet. 


TAXPAYER 
“We Have Arrived” 

Meanwhile, believe it or not, there’s still 
something said for the town’s 
indie-rock pedigree, whether it’s 

the Anglophile strain (see the 
rise of Logan 5 and the Run- 
ners) bombastic stand- 
bys like Dear Leader. 
Taxpayer made ita 
night remember 
the Paradise 
last spring when 
they released 
Steal 
Night Vision 
(Lunch). Lead- 
off “We Have 
Arrived” 
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GIMMICKS Drug 
“Hannah, Please” 
struts ahead the 
psych-pop pack. 


crash course in songwriting — the long- 
building chorus tease that shrugs off the 
home-run high note, the reality-show 
melodrama, the dovetailing vocals, and 
especially that two-note non-solo the 
end. Pretty, and pretty perfect. 


MAGIC MAGIC 

“Sleepy 

still waiting the full follow-up 

to last year’s self-released debut, but 
Magic Magic least fed this seven-inch 
shortly after we named them the “Best 
New Band in Massachusetts” in our “so 
States” survey this past July. This tune 
flies by like a breezy summer bike ride (oh, 
summer. . .) upon the weightlessness of 
breathy, sky-high vocals and a stately ca- 
dence of choral doo-bops. The keyboard line 
and the airline-hangar-echoey drums poke 
their heads in from a lost Flaming Lips ses- 
sion. If there’s more of this up Magic Mag- 
ic’s sleeves, we'll take it as a good omen for 
the year ahead. © 
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BY JON GARELICK 


Here, in no particular or 
some of my favorite thin 


n 


wrote about this year. 


RAN BLAKE 


The 74-year-ol 


UDDEN 


tu 


New York sce 
; the same thing 
song), but this “jazz for Wilco fans” 
one put it) was sui generis keeper. 
The band pump organ and banjo 
tow — played a killer set at the House of 
Blues Foundation Room in November. 


KURT ROSENWINKEL 


After decade making albums that have 
show the way for the next genera- 
tion of jazz kids trying to figure out how to 
absorb the pop they grew up with into the 
original jazz they want to make, guitarist/ 
composer Rosenwinkel himself went back 

to school. On Reflections (Word of Mouth), 
he and his “Standards Trio” (bassist Eric 
Revis and drummer Eric Harland) recorded 
a couple each by Monk and Wayne Shorter, 
well blue-chip American Songbook 
material and his own standard-type tune. 
The beauty and detail of the playing is 
but the overall delivery sub- 
“reflections” — get it?). He was not 
1ed, however, when he tore up the 


LAGE 


Lage, a prodigy who played on the Cram- 


nd was touring with Cary 


S gul 
B 


ing with alto sax e (Ben 
Aristides Rivas), Jorge 


ms (Tupac Mantilla) fora 


ass 


unique ensemble sound that draws the 
broad backgrounds of all its players — jazz, 
folk, classical, and Latin — to full effect. 
The was released the spring, shortly 
after its recording. By the time the band 
hit Scullers in September, the material had 
become fodder for a loose and joyful five- 
way 


SOFIA REI KOUTSOVITIS 
rgentine singer/composer Koutsovitis 
is part of a long line of South and Central 
American musicians who have enriched 
the Boston scene with a pan-American 
style. (Among singer-songwriters, Mili 
Bermejo is the Mother of Them All.) An 
ambitious writer and arranger, Koutso- 
vitis (now living in New York) stripped 
down the nine-piece band from 2006's 
Ojala for this year’s Sube Azul (World Vil- 
lage/Harmonia Mundi), which puts 
her dark, athletic vocals at the center 


of reimagined folkloric songs driven by 
strong traditional dance ri_;thms. At the 
Regattabar in November, a one-of-a-kind 
band with pianist Leo Genovese, bass- 
ist (and album co-producer) Jorge Roeder, 
guitarist Eric Kurimski, and percussion- 
ists Jorge Pérez-Albela and Tupac Mantil- 
la — lived up to the album and then some. 


JOSHUA REDMAN 

The great young saxophonist brought out 
his “double-trio” CD Compass (Nonesuch) last 
January, with bassists Larry Grenadier and 
Reuben Rogers and drummers Brian Blade 
and Cregory Hutchinson. What could have 
been a blowin’-session stunt combined the 
best of Redman’s out-there and in-the-tra- 
dition impulses, mixing funky bop themes 
with looser, free-form meditations, some- 
times within the same tune. The live shows 
(I caught Berklee and Newport) proved this 
to be one of Redman’s best bands. 


STUNT Joshua “double trio” proved the real deal. 


PAN-AMERICAN Sofia 
Rei Koutsovitis is part of 
long line South and 
Central American musi- 
cians who have enriched 
the Boston scene. 


GARRISON FEWELL 

Call what Garrison Fewell does composi- 
tion simply strategies for improvisa- 
tion. Whatever, the guitarist formerly 
known as one of Boston's most eloquent 
inside has become one its lead- 
ing experimenters. On this year’s Variable 
Density Sound Orchestra (Creative Nation 
Music), Fewell gathered some superb 
improvisers — among them frequent 
guitar-duo partner (and CNM honcho) 
Eric Hofbauer, New York trumpeter Roy 
Campbell, and Italian bass-clarinettist 
Achille Succi — and they, following his 
spare instructions and often graphic 
scores, created a suite of “variable den- 
sity” and unforced lyricism, all with 
compositional integrity. 


FLY 


The cooperative trio Fly attracted at- 
tention for at least one wrong rea- 

son — after recording their ECM debut, 
Sky @ Country, saxophonist Mark Turner 
injured his left hand in a power-saw ac- 
cident. But that doesn’t diminish the 
band’s achievement — the airy trans- 
parency of this music combined with a 
three-way balance of voices that contin- 
ually blurs foreground and background 
is a rare thing indeed. And Turner, by all 
reports, is playing better than ever. He, 
bassist Larry Grenadier, and drummer 
Ballard performed the Regattabar 
last April shortly after the CD’s release; 
they return January 13. 


DARIUS JONES TRIO 
Alto-saxophonist Jones, 31, now lives 

in Brooklyn (natch), but he hails from 
rural Virginia, and likes churchy old 
blues, boogie-woogie, and the kind 
folkish tunes that Albert Ayler used 
write. Boy (AUM Fidelity), 

his music sounds older than old — an- 
cient, fact but also completely 
the minute. Working with Boston 
drummer Bob Moses and New Yorker 
Cooper-Moore (who plays piano and his 
homemade diddley bow), Jones delivers 
forceful melodies with a just-discovered 
freshness. The trio’s show Outpost 186 
October was standout. 


JOHN HOLLENBECK 

LARGE ENSEMBLE 

Eternal Interlude (Sunnyside) is the second 
album from composer/percussionist 
Hollenbeck’s Large Ensemble, and it 
establishes once and for all his mastery 
epic-scale orchestral jazz, from his 
“recomposition” Thelonious Monk’s 
skittery “Four One” “Foreign One” 
(now both skittery and meditative) 
“Perseverance,” his sprawling concerto 
for three saxophones (Tony Malaby, 
Dan Willis, and Ellery Eskelin). Hollen- 
beck has always been a rigorous writer, 
but here the deployment of color, dy- 
namics, and his all-important rhythmic 
devices create narratives unprec- 
edented drama and warmth. He brings 
his Claudia Quintet First Night 
concert at First Church on Marlborough 
Street. 


32 ‘ T NIX 
from 
ai among the people, CDs, and concerts I Bs 
composer, pianist, film ag 
noir enthusiast, MacArthur “genius,” 
and New England Conservatory improv- 
department charter faculty member 
ate released one of his peerless solo-piano wee 
albums, Driftwoods (Tompkins Square), a 
een tribute to some of the vocal performances | ate 
ie that have inspired him. In November, ec 
ey he gathered his forces at NEC for a spell- rae 
binding Blake-noir multimedia journey 
through Sidney Lumet’s 1964 film The 
Pawnbroker 
not a single tune” on his sophomore re 
ee, lease, Plainville (Fresh Sound New Talent), Fi Se 
po a gan with a jazz influence. And yet it’s Lae 
hard to imagine anyone but jazz musi- J 
cians creating it. The buoyant harmonies, 
lyrical melodies, and loose rhythmic feel . 
may lack a certain jazz busy-ness (Udden : 
likes RJ Miller because he’s one monster 


REVIEW 


THE QUEASE 


LLOYD SCHWARTZ 


This was a queasy year for classical 

music. It began with a grand ges- 
ture classical music presidential 
inauguration. But what the world heard 
was pre-recorded. Phooey! James Levine 
was going to conduct his first complete 
Beethoven symphony cycle with the Bos- 
ton Symphony Orchestra maybe not 
the most exciting project, but better than 
what we actually got after the maestro’s 
unexpected back surgery forced him to 
bow out. And we lost some of the most 
inspiring figures the music world, 
among them composer Leon Kirchner, 
writer Michael Steinberg, and violinist 
Marylou Speaker Churchill. Still, as al- 
ways, there was much to think back on 
with pleasure. 


MOST-OUTSTANDING 
SYMPHONY CONCERT 

Was there a more thrilling single event 
this year than the visit by Sir Simon Rat- 
tle and the fabulous Berlin Philharmonic 
in the Celebrity Series of Boston? Wheth- 
not you admired every detail 
pretty much did), the two magnificently 
played Brahms symphonies, “interrupt- 
ed” by a brief Schoenberg rarity, opened 
doors insight and further discussion. 
Brahms is overplayed in this town, and I 
wasn’t looking forward to this program, 
but it’s the single orchestral! concert I re- 
member best. 


BEST-KEPT SECRET 

Courtney Lewis, now assistant conductor 
the Minneapolis Orchestra, does good 

work bringing his Discovery Ensemble 
thousands of inner-city kids who might 


never have heard classical music before 
and now are excited about it. brings 
the gifted young musicians in this 
marvelous chamber orchestra to sophis- 
ticated grown-ups, as well, and the per- 
formances — from Mozart and Beethoven 
to Stravinsky and Britten — have been 
revelations. 


BEST OPERA PRODUCTION 

You can the Met this year see its 
first production Shostakovich’s satiric 
masterpiece The Nose, which is based on a 
surrealistic story by Gogol. But I’d be very 
surprised will better than Opera 
Boston’s breathtaking production the 
intimate Cutler Majestic Theatre. Gil Rose 
led and Julia Pevzner staged what was by far 
Boston’s best opera production the year 
(actually, of quite a number of years) — it 
was hilarious and horrifying, with a ter- 
rific cast and Russian singers 
that included baritone Stephen Salters 
the benighted hero with the missing facial 
appendage. 


BEST THE BSO 

We may have missed Levine’s Beethoven, 
but we did get a concert version of an 
opera that is both a rarity and one of his 
specialties: Verdi’s darkly political late- 
middle-period masterwork Simon Boccaneg- 
ra. The famous Council Chamber Scene 
the Doge’s palace, one the greatest 
ensembles in all of opera, was only one 
of the many high points, with a galaxy 


Metropolitan Opera stars (the tower- 
ing José von Dam the title role, Barbara 
Frittoli, Marcello Giordani, James Morris) 
and John Oliver’s splendid Tanglewood 
Festival Chorus. 


HAPPY BIRTHDAYS 

Three Boston’s most distinguished 
and original composers celebrated land- 
mark birthdays this year. The late Leon 
Kirchner’s last public appearance Bos- 
ton was at the Isabella Stewart Gardner 
Museum’s goth-birthday tribute to him, 
with knockout chamber performances 
by some extraordinary young musi- 
cians, among them the Claremont Trio. 
Yehudi Wyner had several 80th-birthday 
presents: the BSO recording with Robert 
Levin of his thrilling 2006 Pulitzer Prize 
piano concerto, Chiaviin mano, was nomi- 
nated for a Grammy this year, and Theo- 
dore Antoniou’s Alea III offered a birth- 
day concert that included his searching 
and wide-ranging Oboe Quartet, which 
was also featured at Tanglewood’s Con- 
temporary Music Festival. And MIT 
threw one of its favorite faculty mem- 
bers, John Harbison, a free 7oth-birthday 
concert with a remarkable number of 
juicy new pieces. Richard Pittman’s Bos- 
ton Musica Viva (just having celebrated 
its own 4oth birthday), meanwhile, of- 
fered Bostonians their first hearing of 
Harbison’s major new song cycle The Seven 
Ages — gorgeous settings of six unsettling 
poems Louise Gliick, with mezzo-so- 
prano Pamela Dellal. 


MOST-ADVENTUROUS 
PROGRAMMING 
John Harbison celebrated 
his 7oth by giving as well 
as receiving. He organized 
and performed series 
concerts two compos- 
ers’ composers, Haydn and 
Schoenberg; they may 
not audience 
favorites, but 
they provided 
illuminating 
contrasts, 
and the 
magnificent 
performanc- 
es included 
Schoen- 
berg’s tre- 
mendous 
String Trio 
(violinist 
Gabriela 
Diaz, violist 
Margaret 
Dyer, and 
cellist Ra- 
fael Popper- 
Keiser) and 
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WHO NEEDS THE MET? 
Gil Rose led and Julia 
Pevzner staged the best 
opera production of the 
year in Shostakovich’s 
The Nose. 


a Haydn Creation that Harbison led with 
joy coming out of every pore. I also want 
applaud David Hoose and the Cantata 
Singers for their year-long surveys of 
major but neglected composers, and the 
imaginative juxtaposition of those com- 
posers’ works with many centuries 
other composers. They started with Kurt 
Weill; last year it was Benjamin Britten, , 
and now getting Heinrich 


MOST-OUTSTANDING 
CHAMBER-MUSIC CONCERT(S) 

In two Gardner Museum concerts, the Bor- 
romeo String Quartet offered all six Béla 
quartets. You could hear 
becoming more and more 
composer, and these performances were 
stunning examples of how thoroughly mu- 
sicians can identify with the music they’re 
playing. 


MOST-OUTSTANDING SOLOIST 
The 66-year-old Russian cellist Natalia 
Gutman made a welcome guest appear- 
ance with Ben Zander and the Boston 
Philharmonic in a work she’s uniquely 
suited for: Prokofiev’s Symphony-Concerto 
in E minor, which she learned from her 
teacher, Mstislav Rostropovich — who 
helped Prokofiev get it into shape. Gutman 
is a technically dazzling and authoritative 
player with a gorgeous earth-motherly 
tone. (Having a great Guarneri helps.) As 
an encore, she played the airborne Bourrée 
from Bach’s Third Cello Suite. I also have 
to include Russell Sherman’s program of 
Chopin and Debussy preludes. The 79-year- 
old keyboard guru is still playing at the top 
of his game. 


MOST-EXCITING CONTEM- 
PORARY MUSIC CONCERT 

Collage New Music, under the guest di- 
rection of BSO assistant conductor Julian 
Kuerti, offered fascinating evening 
atmospheric and tonally elusive French 
“Spectralism” from the 1980s and '90s and 
followed that with staging Sir Peter 
Maxwell Davies’s 1969 chamber mono- 
drama, Eight Songs fora Mad King, with a 
hair-raising performance baritone Brian 
Church the tormented George III, role 
he’s made his own but daren’t more 
than once every five years lest destroy 
his voice. 


MOST FUN 

As part of their “Art of Song” series, 
Richard Conrad’s the Bostonians gave 

us an ebullient and stylish evening of 
that lost art form, the operetta. Join- 
ing Conrad were soprano Debra Renz, 
tenor Thomas Morris, bass Philip Lima, 
and pianist William Merrill, all keeping 
their hearts their sleeves and their 
tongues their cheeks. The selections 
from Victor Herbert, Sigmund Romberg, 
and Rudolf Friml were irresistible, and I 
could swear the audience was humming 
along with “Toyland” and “Ah, Sweet 
Mystery Life” and laughing aloud 
more obscure gems like “The Fireman’s 
Bride” and (no kidding) Want Marry 
Male Quartet.” 


ware 


HIP HOP, R&B, 


REGGAE, SOUL 
and more, call 4 into. 


Friday, December 25 


MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
call 4 into. 


Saturday, December 
LIVE REGGAE 
AND SOCA into. 


BURREN | Somerville | Dave Foley 
CANTAB LOUNGE DOWNSTAIRS | 
Cambridge | Chinstrap 

CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | Cam- 


CLUBS 


bridge | Fatback Band & the Couper 
THURSDAY Brothers 
See Club Directory for phone numbers and ad CHURCH | Boston | Last Ones + Boize + 
dresses. Doom Buggies + Varmits 


CLUB HELL | Providence. RI | Formal Ac 
tion + Tapestries + Rice Cakes + Will 
CLUB LIDO | Revere |“ Mambo Night” 


ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | 6 pm 
“CNC Music Marathon” 


BEACHCOMBER | Quincy | 


idol with El Cata 

CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | Cam- CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | MC Mr. 
bridge | Chicken Slacks Napkins 

DURTY NELLY’S | Boston | Andy joy C-NOTE | Nantasket Beach | Urban 
ESTATE | Boston |“Clamiife Thursdays” Renewal 

with Dj Richie Ladue COLONIAL INN | Concord | Sweet Willie 


GREEN DRAGON | Boston | 5 pm | PD 

Rogers | 9 pm 1g Vinnies 

HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | Boston 
Fly Switch 

MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain | Close 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | Boston | 

Tommy & Alan 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 10 


pm |“Elements Drum n’ Bass” with Djs 


D, the Deacon of the Blues 

DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 10 pm 
| Mugsy 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | Saiern 
“Holiday Hangover Bash” with Sans 
Nomenclature + Eternal Embrace + 
Hate the Living 

ESTATE | Boston | “VIP Access Satur 

days” with Dj Hevan 


THURSDAY, DEC 24 
OPEN FOR LUNCH 11AM-6PM 
CLOSING AT 6PM 
NO MUSIC 


FRIDAY, DEC 25 


BAR OPENS AT 6PM Crook & Lenore FELT | Boston | 10 pm | “Showcase Satur- 
RESTAURANT CLOSED RAMROD | Boston | 10 pm |* days” with DJ Mr. Rea: Nightclub | DJ 
NO MUSIC dance” with Dj Man Jay K: Lounge 


FUSION 5 | Foxboro | “OTW Live! Holi 
day Party” with Johnny C3 + Dj DC 
GREEN DRAGON | Boston | Freeze Pops 
HARPERS FERRY | Allston | “Twas the 
Night After X-Mas, Part 4” Exposition 
+ Wiz + Rest Assured + Los Wunder 


SATURDAY, DEC 26 
FUNK / R&B 


THE CHICKEN SLACKS 


“Signature Thurs 
days” with Dj Roger M: Main Room | 
Dj JC: Back Room 

SPEED OF THOUGHT PLAYHOUSE 
CAFE | North Attieboro | “Acoustic Music 


SUNDAY, DEC 27 


Open Mic & Karaoke” Twins del Rap 
OPEN BLUES LAM 4:30 - 8:00PM FRIDAY 25 Velvet Jones 


FOX PASS 
POWERPOP ROCK )-9 


See Club Dwectory for phone numbers and ad- 
dresses. 

ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | 6 pm 
“CNC Music Marathon” 

CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Fatback Band & the Couper 
Brothers 

ESTATE | Boston | Djs Vinyl Disciples + 
D) Matos 

FELT | Boston | 10 pm | “Fantasy Fri 
days” with Dj Ted L 

GREAT SCOTT | Alliston | “The Pill” with 


HENNESSY’S UPSTAIRS | Boston | “D) 
Dance Night” 

HOUSE OF BLUES | Boston | 7 pm | 
Mighty Mighty Bosstones + Pilfers + 
Razors In the Night | 1 pm | “Epic Sat- 
urdays” with Dj Mike Cruz + Amuka 
IRON HORSE MUSIC HALL | Northamp- 
ton | 7 pm | John Eddie + Sarah Borges & 
the Broken Singles 

JOHNNY D’S | Somerville | 9 am | “Jazz 
Brunch” | 10 pm | Chicken Slacks 
LANSDOWNE | Boston | 10 pm | “Live 


MONDAY, DEC 28 
FREE PIZZA 6-8:30PM 
TEAM TRIVIA 8:30PM 


TUESDAY, DEC 29 
INDIE LOUNGE 


RICK BERLIN 


WEDNESDAY, DEC 30 I Was Born on Christmas Day + Dj Ken Loca] Bands” 
BLUES + Dj Michael V. UZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | Danielle 
HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | Boston | yle + Dave Codowsk 
GEORGE GRITZBACH 


5 pm | Me & Julio 
LANSDOWNE | Boston | 10 pm | “Live 


LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL | Worcester | 
Hot Vance + Deep Six + Miranda & Sam 


THURSDAY, DEC 31 


Local Bands” Francis 
PLAYING DEAD Flock of A-Holes + Pako + Shawn Li- with Sonic Beating Djs 


chtenstein 

MACHINE | Boston | 10 pm | DJ Darrin 

Friedman 

MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain | “Christ- 

mas Night Extravaganza!” 

PADDY 0’S| Boston | 5 pm | Two Way 

Street 

PHOENIX LANDING | Carnbridge | 10 pm 
“Pretty Little Things” with Dj Vinny 

RAMROD | Boston | 10 prn | “Bears” 


BILL MCQUAID MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge | 
Po’ Boyz Hammond B-3 Organ Trio 
MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | 21st December + One-less + 
Make it Bleed + Thurkills Version + 
Down To None 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cambridge | 
Pete Kilpatrick Band + Addison Station 
+ Howard Jennings + Howard Jennings 
MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridge | D) 


FRIDAY, JAN 1 


NEW YEAR'S DAY 
MATT DORKO 
LARRY KUKERS 


SATURDAY, JAN 2 


BLWES GUITAR with Dj Danae Jacovidis Soul Clap 
ROSEBUD BAR & LOUNGE | Boston | MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain | Jackson 
LUTHER JOHNSON 10 pm | “Red Rose Soul Club” with Dj Crow 


Jordan Valentine 

RUMOR | Boston | “Envy Fridays” with 
Dj BK + Dj Hectik 

VENU | Boston | “Signature Fridays” 


MILKY WAY | jamaica Piain | 1 am! 
“Country Brunch” with Family Record 
Players | “Rock the House Saturdays” 
with Dj Lean Ski + Dj Lean Rock + Dj 


JAN S THREE TALL PINES 


JAN 6 ZAGNUTT JAN with Dj] Roger M *¢ Pirate Stereo Edo C 
7- (7PM)TIOVI GINEN MR. DOOLEY'S TAVERN | Boston | 
REGGAE SATURDAY Devri 


See Club Duectory for phone numbers and ad- 
dresses 

ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | jamaica Plain | 10 
pm |“ Th s Why They Hate Us” with 
yj David Dancer 


ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | 6 pm 


PADDY 0’S | Boston | Dj Jaz 

PALLADIUM | Worcester | Badfish 

[Sublime tribute] + Scotty Don't + Mass 

Elite 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 10 pm 
“Boom Boom Room” with Dj Vinny 

PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 10 pm | 

Andrea Cillis Band 

RAMROD | Boston | “Leather Night 


JAN & MUZIK MAKERZ 
JAN 9- BAND THAT TIME 
FORGOT 

JAN 12-CAROLINE DOCTOROW 
BJAN 13-CLAUDIA SCHMIDT 
JAN 15-TOUSSAINT 

JAN 16- BEATLE JUICE 
WWW JOHNNYDS.COM 


/ ANCHORS UP) Haverhill| 6 prn | Effort+ Out” with Dj Freespace 
- Think Again RIVER GODS | Cambridge | Brobots 
BEACHCOMBER | Quincy | Clutch ROXY | Boston | 10 pm | “Roxy Red” 


Crabwell 
BEEHIVE | Boston | 6:30 pm | “Jazz Set” | 
10 pm | Lydia Harrell 


with Dj Frankie 
RUMOR | Boston | Dj Tamer Malki + 


RYLES | Cambridge | Soul Ambition 
Band 

SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | 5 pm. 

| Patsy Hamel | 9 pm | Stan Martin Band 
STEVE’S BACKSTAGE PASS | Taunton | 
Rose Wharf Band 

SUNSET CAFE) Cambridge | 7 pm | 
Evelyn Rosenthal & Steve Kirby Brazil 
ian Duo 

TOAD | Cambridge | 7:30 pm | Jesse Dee | 
10 pm | McAlister Drive 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge | 
Dj Nighttime Gallagher + Hello Echo + 
Crimis + Four Legged Faithful 

VENU | Boston | “Entourage Saturdays: 
Top 40 & Mash-ups” with Dj Hectik 
WESTERN FRONT | Cambridge | 10:30 
pm | Hot Like Fire 

ZUZU | Cambridge | “Soul-le-lu-jah” 
with Dj Claude Money 


SUNDAY 
See Club Directory for phone numbers and ad- 
dresses. 
ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | jamaica Plain | 
10 pm | Fully Celebrated Orchestra 
ALL ASIA CAFE| Cambridge | 6 pm | 
Chad Gosselin Band | 9 pm | United 
Front 

ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge | 
Grand Fatilla 

BEACHCOMBER | Quincy | 4 pm | Fe- 
nian Sons | 9 pm | “80s Dance Party” 
BEEHIVE | Boston | 10:30 am | “Jazz 
Brunch” | 8 pm | “World Salsa Sun- 
days” with Cincoson 

BURREN | Somerville | “Singer/Song- 
writer Series” 

CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | “Candy's Blues, Jazz & Rock 
Jam” 

CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 6 pm and 9 
pm | Melissa Ferrick 

COLONIAL INN | Concord | “Acoustic 
Open Mic” with Alan Goodrich 
DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | Salem | 
Salem Cigarette Machine 

DURTY NELLY’S | Boston | Mike Bar- 
rett 

GREAT SCOTT | Allston | Rob Potylo 

+ Niki Luparelli & the Gold Diggers + 
Mehran 

GREEN DRAGON | Boston | Stuart Lee 
HARPERS FERRY | Allston | Brooks 
Young Band + Ron Noyes Band + Yan- 
kee Cockfight 

HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | Boston | 
Sweep the Leg 


HOUSE OF BLUES | Boston | pm | 
Mighty Mighty Bosstones + Darkbuster 
+ Void Union 
§RON HORSE MUSIC HALL | Northamp- 
ton | 7 pm | Stephen Kellogg & the Six 
ers + Dennis Crommett 
JOHNNY D’S | Somerville | 9 am | “Jazz 
Brunch” with Matt Dorko & Larry Kuk 
ers | 4:30 pm | “Blues Jam” with Mike 
Welch 

UZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | jeff 
Robinson Trio 

LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL | Worcester | 
“Live Band Karaoke/Vocalist Search” 
with Same As Never 

MACHINE | Boston | 10 pm | “Club Clas- 
sics” with Dj Ace 

MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge | 
“Belly Dancing” with Dj jean + Sabrina 
MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | 7 pm | Dear Hunter + Moving 
Mountains 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cambridge | 
From Here It's War + Drive It Like You 
Stole It + Loud Neighbors + Walking 
the Witch + Sunday Morning Music 
MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain | Own- 
ing Bill 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | Boston | 4 pm 
| “Traditional Irish Sessuin” 
PALLADIUM | Worcester | 6:30 pm | 
Four Year Strong + Bane + Therefore I 
Am + Smartbomb + Beyond City Lights 
PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 10 pm 
| “Rebound” 

PLOUGH & STARS | Cambriage| 5 pm | 
Frank Drake | 9 pm | Frank Morey Band 
PRECINCT | Somerville | 10 pm | Sea 
Monsters 

RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Imaginary 
Soundtracks” with Dj Raleigh Fingers 
RYLES | Cambridge | 10 am | “Jazz 
Brunch” with Ray Santisi Trio 

SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | 4 pm | 
“Jazz Set” with Pocket Big Band | 8 pm | 
Julie Dougherty 

75 CHESTNUT | Boston | April Hall & 
Anthony Weller 

TOAD | Cambridge | 3 pm | “Sunday 
Spins” | 8 pm | Nicole Berke 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge | 
Endstage + Crimes In Craceland 
VENU | Boston | “International Sound 
Clash” with Dj Alcide + Sound Revolu- 
tion 

ZUZU | Cambridge | “Bono Sundays” 
with Dj James Cerne + D] Nathanael 
Bluhm 


MELISSA FERRICK 
performs two shows 
Club Passim on Sunday. 


MONDAY 
See Club Directory for phone numbers and ad- 
dresses 
ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | jamaica Plain | 
10 pm | “Open Mic” with Jenny Z 
ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | 10 pm | 
Dj Natan + Dj V-Nice 
ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge | 
Eric Royer's Band 
BEEHIVE | Boston | “Spontaneous 
Combustion Jam” 
CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | 
Cambridge | 8 pm | “Songwriter Open 
Mic” with Geoff Bartley | 9:30 pm | 
Paul Geremia 
CHARLIE’S KITCHEN | Cambridge | 
Razors In the Night + Hate & War 
CHURCH | Boston | Scott Tarulli 
CLUB HELL | Providence, Ri | Dear 
Hunter + Moving Mountains 
DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | Sa- 
lem | “Open Mic Night” 
ENORMOUS ROOM | Cambridge | Dj C 
+ Dj Yamin 
HARPERS FERRY | Aliston | Crown 
Vandals + Early Noise + Sand Dollar 
Four + Kal Marks 
HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | Bos- 
ton | Joe Carson 
HOUSE OF BLUES | Boston | 7 pm 
| Mighty Mightv Bosstones + Bim 
Skala Bim + Pietasters 
IRON HORSE MUSIC HALL | 
Northampton | 7 pm | New Riders of 
the Purple Sage 
LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | “Open 
Mic” with Tom Bianchi 
MACHINE | Boston | 10 pm | “Dirty 
Sexy Mondays” with Dj Susan Es- 
thera 
MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge | 
Kaitlinjay’s Sideshow Attraction 
MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Archelon + Shore Leave + 
Girlfriends + Streight Angular 
MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain | Klix 
+ Hate & War + Cryptics + Calamity + 
Cutthroat Society 
MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN ' Boston | 6 
pm | Dave Foley 
O’BRIEN’S | Allston | Now Denial + 
Furnace + Special Guests + Beach 
Hair + Digipow 
PADDY 0’S | Boston | Mike Ho 
PALLADIUM | Worcester | 7 pm | 
Cromags + Death Before Dishonor + 
Cruel Hand + Reign Supreme + Shoot 
To Kill 


NEW RIDERS THE PURPLE SAGE hit the Showcase Live stage Foxborough Tuesday. 


ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | 
617.477.5741 | 435 South 
Huntington Ave, Jamaica 
Plain 
ALL ASIA CAFE | 617.497.1544 
| 334 Mass Ave, Cambridge 
AMAZING THINGS ARTS CEN- 
TER | 508.405.ARTS | 160 
Hollis St, Framingham 
ANCHORS UP | 978.374.0777 | 
58 River St, Haverhill 
ATWOOD'S TAVERN | 
617.864.2792 | 877 Cam- 
bridge St, Cambridge 
BEACHCOMBER | 
617.479.8989 | 797 Wollas- 
ton Beach Bivd, Quincy 
BEEHIVE | 617.423.0069 | 541 
Tremont St, Boston 
BURREN | 617.776.6896 | 
247 Elm St, Davis Square, 
Somerville 


CLUB DIRECTORY 


DICK'S LAST RESORT | 
617.267.8080 | Quincy 
Market, Boston 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL 
| 978.745.0139 | 7 Dodge 
St, Salem 

DURTY NELLY’S | 
617.742.2090 | 108 Black- 
stone St, Boston 
ENORMOUS ROOM | 
617.491.5599 | 567 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 

ESTATE | 617.351.7000 | 1 
Boylston Pl, Boston 
FELT | 617.338.6999 | 533 
Washington St, Boston 
FUSION 5 | 508.543.0599 
| 105 Washington St, 
Foxboro 

GOOD LIFE | 617.451.2622 | 28 
Kingston St, Boston 
GREAT SCOTT | 


617.547.0759 | 1667 Mass 
Ave, below Cambridge 
Common Restaurant, 
Cambridge 

LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL | 
508.363.1888 | 89 Green 
St, Worcester 

MACHINE | 617.536.1950 | 
1256 Boylston St, Boston 
MIDDLE EAST CORNER | 
617.864. EAST | 480 Mass 
Ave, Central Square, 
Cambridge 

MIDOLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS 
| 617.864.EAST | 480 Mass 
Ave, Central Square, 
Cambridge 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | 
617.864.EAST | 472 Mass 
Ave, Central Square, 
Cambridge 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | 
617.868.MSEX | 315 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 


Cambridge 


bridge 


Boston 


REGATTABAR | 617.395.7757 
| Charles Hotel, 1 Ben- 
nett St, Harvard Square, 


RIVER GODS | 617.576.1881 | 
125 River St, Cambridge 
ROSEBUD BAR & LOUNGE | 
617.440.6284 | 381 Sum- 
mer St, Boston 

ROXY | 617.338. ROXY | 279 
Tremont St, Boston 
RUMOR | 617.422.0045 | 100 
Warrenton St, Boston 
RYLES | 617.876.9330 | 212 
Hampshire St, Cam- 


SALLY O'BRIEN’S | 
617.666.3589 | 335 Somer- 
ville Ave, Somerville 
SAND BAR | 781.593.7263 | 
714 Washington St, Lynn 
SCULLERS | 617.562.4111 | 
DoubleTree Guest Suites, 
400 Soldiers Field Rd, 


IRON HORSE MUSIC HALL | 
Northampton | 7 pm and 10 pm | En- 
ter the Haggis 

LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | Sa- 
mantha Farrell 

MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge | 
“Belly Dancing” with Sabrina 
MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Caspian + Constants + Doom- 
star + Animal Hospital 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | | Hannibal/730 & Max Powers 
+ Head Turners + Grimey Bruce + 
Singapore Kane + Phinelia + But- 
taskotch + A.L.E. + Hindsyte + PR 
Prophecy/Imp 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
Bodega Girls 

MIDWAY CAFE jamaica ice 
Station Impossible 

MILKY WAY | Jamaica Plain | “Rock ‘n 
Roll Bingo & Dance Night” 

PADDY 0’S| Boston | 5 pm | Mike Ho | 
9 pm | “Rock Band & Guitar Hero” 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB | Boston | 
Elvis Perkins 

P.A’S LOUNGE | Somerville | So+So 


LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL | Worcester 
| “New Year's Eve” with Sam James 
Band + Shane Hall & the Ticklebomb 
Orchestra 

MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge | 
Otis Grove 

MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Bim Skala Bim + Morgan 
Knockers + Brunt of It 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cambridge | 
“New Year's Eve Party!” with Indobox 
+ Jimkata 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
“New Year's Eve” with Dj Soul Clap 
MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain | “New 
Year's Eve: Cash 4 Gold” with Dj Just 
Joan + DJ Monster Cari + Tony Toni 
Tone Braxton 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | Boston | 
Tommy & Alan 

OLIVER'S | Boston | “New Year's Eve 
Party” with Forgetful Jones + Three Day 
Threshold 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB | Boston | “New 
Years Eve Ball” with Mr. Brownstone 


P.A!S LOUNGE | Somerville | “New 
Year's Eve Party” with Jason Ander- 
son & the Best 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 10 
pm | “Elements Drum n’ Bass” with 
Djs Crook & Lenore 

PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 10 pm 
| Michael Tarbox 

PRECINCT | Somerville | “New Year's 
Eve Party” 

RAMROD | Boston | 10 pm | “Man- 
dance” with Dj Manuel Santiago 
REGATTABAR | Cambridge | David 
Maxwell 

RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “New 
Year's Eve Party!” with So the Human 
Jukebox 

ROXY | Boston | 10 pm | “New Year's 
Eve” with Honey Brothers + Adrian 
Grenier + Andrew Viadeck + Ari Gold 
+ Daniel Green + DS Posner + DJ Ro 
meo + DJ Adlison 

RYLES | Cambridge | “New Year's Eve Par- 
ty” with Joe Bargar & the Soul Providers 
Continued on p 36 


CANTAB LOUNGE DOWN- 
STAIRS | 617.354.2685 | 
738 Massachusetts Ave, 
Cambridge 
CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | 
617.354.2685 | 738 Massa 
chusetts Ave, Cambridge 
CHARLIE’S KITCHEN | 
617.492.9646 | 10 Eliot St, 
Cambridge 
CHEERS FANEUIL HALL | 
617.227.0150 | Faneuil Hall 
Marketplace, Boston 
CHURCH | 617.236.7600 | 69 
Kilmarnock St, Boston 
CLUB HELL | 401.351.1977 | 
73 Richmond St, Provi- 
dence, RI 
CLUB LIDO | 781.289.3080 
| 1290 North Shore Rd, 
Revere 
CLUB PASSIM | 617.492.7679 
| 47 Palmer St, Harvard 
Square, Cambridge 
C-NOTE | 781.925.4300 | 159 
Nantasket Ave, Nantasket 
Beach 
COLONIAL INN | 
978.369.9200 | 48 Monu- 
ment Square, Concord 
COPPERFIELD’S | 
617.247.8605 | 98 Brookline 
Ave, Boston 
DANTE’S OF MARLBOROUCH @ 
FIREFLY’S | 508.357.8883 | 350 
East Main St, Marlborough 
DICK’S BEANTOWN COM- 
EDY VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | 
617.482.0110 | 124 Boylston 


617.734.4502 | 1222 Comm 
Ave, Allston 
GREEN DRAGON | 
617.367.0055 | 11 Marshall 
St, Boston 

HARD ROCK CAFE | 
617.424.7625 | 22-24 Clin- 
ton St, Boston 

HARPERS FERRY | 
617.254.9743 | 158 Brigh 
ton Ave, Alliston 
HENNESSY'S DOWNSTAIRS | 
617.742.2121 | 25 Union St, 
Boston 

HENNESSY’S UPSTAIRS | 
617.742.2121 | 25 Union St, 
Boston 

HOUSE OF BLUES | 
888.693.2583 | 15 Lansd- 
owne St Boston 

HYNES CONVENTION CEN- 
TER | 617.954.2000 | 900 
Boylston St, Boston 
IMPROV ASYLUM | 
617.263.6887 | 216 Ha- 
nover St, Boston 
IMPROVBOSTON CABARET | 
617.576.1253 | 40 Prospect 
St, Cambridge 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 
617.576.1253 | 40 Prospect PHOENIX LANDING | 

St, Cambridge 617.576.6260 | 512 Mass 
IRON HORSE MUSIC HALL | Ave, Cambridge 
413.584.0610 | 20 Center PLOUGH & STARS | 

St, Northampton 617.576.0032 | 912 Mass 
JOHNNY D'S | 617.776.2004 Ave, Cambridge 

{17 Holland St, Davis PRECINCT | 617.623.9211 | 70 
Square, Somerville Union Square, Somerville 
LANSDOWNE | 617.266.1222 RAMROD| 617.266.2986 | 


MIDWAY CAFE | 
617.524.9038 | 3496 Wash- 
ington St, Jamaica Plain 
MILKY WAY | 617.524.3740 

| @ The Brewery, 284 Ar- 
mory St, Jamaica Plain 
MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | 
617.338.5656 | 77 Broad St, 
Boston 

MOSELEY’S ON THE CHARLES 
| 781.326.3075 | 5o Bridge 
St, Dedham 

NICK'S COMEDY STOP 

| 617.482.0930 | 100 
Warrenton St, Boston 
O'BRIEN’S | 617.782.6245 | 3 
Harvard Ave, Allston 
OLIVER'S | 617.536.4840 | 

@ the Cask N’ Flagon, 62 
Brookline Ave, Boston 
PADDY O'S | 617.367.2114 | 33 
Union St, Boston 
PALLADIUM | 508.797.9696 | 
261 Main St, Worcester 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB | 
617.562.8800 | 967 Comm 
Ave, Boston 

P.A’S LOUNGE | 617.776.1557 
| 345 Somerville Ave, 
Somerville 


75 CHESTNUT | 617.226.2175 | 
75 Chestnut St, Boston 
SHOWCASE LIVE | 
888.354.7042 | 23 Patriot 
Pl, Foxborough 

SPEED OF THOUGHT PLAY- 
HOUSE CAFE | 508.809.4699 
|39 N Washington St, 
North Attleboro 

STEVE'S BACKSTAGE PASS | 
508.824.3435 | 15 School 
St, Taunton 

SUNSET CAFE | 617.547.2938 
| 851 Cambridge St, Cam- 
bridge 

TO GARDEN | 617.624.1000 | 
100 Legends Way, Boston 
TOAD | 617.497.4950 | 1912 
Mass Ave, Porter Square, 
Cambridge 

TOMMY DOYLE’S HARVARD 

| 617.864.1311 | 96 Win- 
throp St, Cambridge 
TOMMY’S COMEDY LOUNGE | 
617.482.2227 | 74 Warren- 
ton St, Boston 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | 
617.492.BEAR | 10 Brook 
line St, Central Square, 
Cambridge 

UNDERBAR | 617.292.0080 
| 275 Tremont St, under 
Caprice, Boston 

VENU | 617.338.8061 | 102 
Warrenton St, Boston 
WESTERN FRONT | 
617.492.7772 | 343 Western 
Ave, Carnbridge 

ZUZU | 617.864.EAST | 474 


+ Ben Simon + Full Source + Young 
& Old 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 10 
pm | “Midweek Techno” with Dj Pat 
Fontes + Dj Soul Clap 

PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 10 
pm | Bad Art Ensemble 

RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Primitive 
Sounds” with DJ Julian Jefferies 
RYLES | Cambridge | “World Wednes- 
days” with Bangalore India Fusion 
Scene 

TOAD | Cambridge | 7 pm | Fandango | 


PETE BAND 


10 pm | Hugh McGowan & the Misfit EASE RFOR 
Toys DDISON STATION « + ZAC MAC BAND 

THE PLACE Cambridge HOWARD JENNINGS 

| Have At It + Leaders Led + Death & SUN Wi? TEAM SH 
the Dance Machine + Brother Bear r 


FROM HERE 


Wan NG 
SUNDAY MORNING MUSIC 


ARCHELON 
SHORE 


STIANS & 


NDS (ME Hi 
STREIGHT ANGULAR 


PRESENTS 

HAIL PLANKTO! 
THIS A.M. STATIC 
THE HANDS OFF LOV 


THURSDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ATWOOD'S TAVERN | Cambridge | 
Dennis Brennan 
BEACHCOMBER | Quincy | “ 
Party” 

BEEHIVE | Boston | “New Year's Eve 
2010 Cha-Cha-Cha!” with Beehive 
lamingo Orchestra 
BURREN | Somerville | “New Year's 
Party” with Red Square 9PM DOORS 

CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | Cam 
bridge | Chicken Slacks 

CHURCH | Boston | Upper Crust + 
Gentlemen 

CLUB LIDO | Revere | “Reveillon 2010” 
with Junior Rodigan + Sound Intl + 
Riddim Rider 
CLUB PASSIM | Ca 


80s Dance 


1D 


PRINCE RAN AYODHYA 
WHEAD DOOMSTAR + FRACTILLIAN 
PEACE AND QUIET « MOON CLIMB THE WALL 


UPCOMING 
01/06 OLD HANNAH, THE POINTS NORTH 
ye ACTION VERBS, FOREST FIRES 
KETMAN, REVERSE, BACCHUS KING 
1.PM- PAUL GREEN SCHOOL OF ROCK 
8PM - THE LUXURY 
1PM 


St, Boston 


PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 10 
pm | “Makka Mondays” with DJ Voy- 
ager o1 + DJ Uppercut 

PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 10 pm 
| “Nicole & Alex Play Records” 

RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Weekly 
Wax: DJ Showdowns” with RL Crosby 
SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | 10 pm 
| Infinite Ensemble 

STEVE’S BACKSTAGE PASS | Taunton 
|7 pm | “Open Mic” with Tom Beau- 
lieu 

TOAD | Cambridge | 8 pm | White Owls 
| 10 pm | Jen Kearney & the Lost Onion 
TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge | 
“Devil's Night Out - Industry Night” 


TUESDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | 6 pm | 
“Emerge Music Boston” with Nadia + 
Christine Galante + Josh Beetler | 9:30 
pm | Decimal One 

BURREN | Somerville | 6:30 pm | 
“Open Mic” with Hugh McGowan 
CHURCH | Boston | Classic Ruins + 
Kenny Chambers & Stone Strangers + 
Satin Kittens 

CLUB HELL | Providence, RI | Die 
Another Day + Astrela + Neomura + 
Acarius 

CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 7 pm and 
10 pm | Stephen Kellogg & the Sixers 
DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | Salem 
| Fats Hammond 

DURTY NELLY’S | Boston | Tim Can- 
non 

GOOD LIFE | Boston | “Live Music 
Series” 

GREAT SCOTT} Allston | Royalty + 
Yankee Power 

GREEN DRAGON | Boston | PD Rogers 


| 9 Lansdowne St, Boston 


1254 Boylston St, Boston 


HARPERS FERRY | Allston | 7 pm | 
Lannen Fall + A Loss For Words + Man 
Overboard + View From An Airplane 
HENNESSY'S DOWNSTAIRS | Boston 
| Scott Damgaard 

IRON HORSE MUSIC HALL 
Northampton | 7 pm | Jeff Pitchell & 
Texas Flood | 10 pm | “Latin Night” 
with DJ Joey Acevedo 


Paolucci 


JOHNNY D’S | Somerville | Rick Berlin + Loira Burra 

LANSDOWNE | Boston | “Berklee Free 

Music Tuesdays” WEDNESDAY 30 

LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | Sub See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
Rosa addresses. 

LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL| Worcester ALL ASIA CAFE| Cambridge | 6 pm 
| Hard #9 |“Monkey Rock Writer's Circle” | 9 


MACHINE | Boston | 10 pm | “Queer 
Circus” with Dj Eileen Dover 
MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge | 
Michael Shawn Joy 

MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS | 
Cambridge | 6 pm | Mighty Mighty 
Bosstones 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cambridge 
| “Throwed - Indie/Electro Dance Par- 
ty” with Dj E-Marce + Pillowhead 
MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
“Word Up 8os!” 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | Boston | 
Dave Foley Band 

O'BRIEN’S | Aliston | Modern Voice + 
Easter Bloodhounds + Who Carries 
the Lantern + Gory Hole 

PADDY 0’S| Boston | “Blues Jam” 
PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 10 pm 
| Triple Thick 

RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “imperial- 
isms” with DJ Jesse Kaminsky + DJ 
Angela Sawyer 

RYLES | Cambridge | “Artist Showcase” 
SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | Frank 
Drake 

SHOWCASE LIVE | Foxborough | New 


Quartet 


Jam” 


O'Brien 
Pacey Foster 


Street 


Caught 


TOAD | Cambridge | 
Miraglia | 10 pm | Audrey Ryan 
TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge | 
Devil & A Penny + Totem + Hail Baby 


Mass Ave, Cambridge 


Riders of the Purple Sage + Professor 
Louie & the Crowmatix 
STEVE’S BACKSTAGE PASS | Taunton 
| “Tuesday Night Blues” with Mike 


8 pm | Danielle 


pm | “Open Mic” with Bryan Murphy 


ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge | 10 
pm | Elastic Waste Band 
BEEHIVE | Boston | Bruce Ferrara 


CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | “Candy's Blues, Jazz & Rock 


CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 7 pm and 
10 pm | Ellis Paul + Seth Clier 
COLONIAL INN | Concord | Jimmy 
Mazzy & the Last Minute Men 
DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | Salem 
| “Toe Jamm” with Chris Fitz, Pete 
Tentindo, Ken Clark & Lantz Boyles 
DURTY NELLY’S | Boston | Colm 


ENORMOUS ROOM | Cambridge | 
GREEN DRAGON | Boston | Two Way 
HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | Boston 
| Buzz Karaoke Band 


HOUSE OF BLUES | Boston | Clutch 
+ Doomriders + Lionize + Never Got 


mbridge | 7 pm and 
10 pm | Ellis Paul + Flynn 

C-NOTE | Nantasket Beach | Fat City 
Band + Charlie Keating Band 
COLONIAL INN | Concord | “ 
Eve Party” with John Fitzsimmons 
COPPERFIELD’S | Boston | Hi8us 
DANTE’S OF MARLBOROUGH @ 


FIREFLY’S | Marlborough | “New Year's 


Eve” with Creat Escape 


DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 7 pm 


“New Year's Eve Bash” with Crab 
Brothers 
DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | S 
| Keep Me Conscious 

DURTY NELLY’S | Boston | Andy Joy 


ESTATE | Boston | “Boston's Best New 


Year's” with DJ Costa + DJ Dolo + DJ 
Breeazy 


FELT | Boston | “Carnival Masquerade 


A NYE Fantasy Festival” with Dj Mr. 
Rea + Jay K the DJ 


FUSION 5 | Foxboro | “New Year's Eve 


Bash” with Radio Daze + Dj DC 
GOOD LIFE | Boston | “N 


Girls + Wasted Talent + DJ Mac + Dj 
Knife + DJ Pauli Foley 


GREAT SCOTT | Allston | Mean Creek + 
You Can Be A Wesley + Magic Magic + 


Earthquake Party! 


GREEN DRAGON | Boston| 5 pm | PD 


Rogers | 9 pm | Spitting Vinnies 
HARD ROCK CAFE | Boston | joshua 
Tree [U2 tribute] 

HARPERS FERRY | Allston | “Back 
To the Future New Year's Eve” with 
Waltham 


HENNESSY'S DOWNSTAIRS | Boston 


| Fly Switch 
IRON HORSE MUSIC HALL | 


Northampton | 7 pm and 10 pm | Enter 


the Haggis 
JOHNNY D’S| Somerville | 9:45 pm | 


Playin’ Dead [Crateful Dead tribute] + 


Bill McQuaid 
LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | Tim 
Gearan Band + Treat Her Right 


New Year's 


alem 


ew Year's Eve 
Blowout” with Ninja Sonik + Bodega 


ECEMBER 
WAKE BLEED 


ISION « DOWN TO NONE 


THE DEAR HUNTER 
MOVING MOUNTAIN 


ALLA 


THE MIGHTY MIGHTY 
BOSSTONES 


cons DOOMSTAR 
ANIMAL HOSPITAL 


AGANZA CONCERT 
OM 


MUSIC BEGINS AFTER DINNER 21+ 


SAT - SOUL-LE4U-JAH - CLAUDE MONEY 
SUN - BOMO - FOXY 20 

MON -SORE EROS, MANNERS 

TUE - FRUITCAKE WITH ANNIE & CAITLIN 
WED - STAINLESS WITH DJ ZID 

THU - THE GET UP GIT DOWN 


8PM HERCXN) OF AL 

GRANT HART, MIKE GENT 
ALEXIS BABINI, BRIAN DUNNE 
WEDNESDAY 13 5 G GUNFIRE 76 
DRUG RUG, NINA iOLET 
ENDWAY, YOUR VEGAS, DEFEO 
1PM-STAY, HOLLYWOOD LIES 


ALL 
OFF WITH THEIR HEADS 
SHOT BAXER * THE CRETINS 


O17 CRACKER CAMPER VAN BEETHOVEN 
ROCK SHO 
CORNER 


SUN - BELLY DANCING WITH JEAN & SABRINA 
MON - KAITLINJAY’S SIDESHOW ATTRACTION 
TUE - MICHAEL SHAWN JOY 

WED - BELLY DANCING HOSTED BY SABRINA 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX DECEMBER 25, 2009 
472-480 MASS. AVE, CAMBRIDG 
q 
DESTROY BABYLON 
VER 
BIG MEAN SOUND MACHINE 
YOU, LION DAYS BETWEEN 
BRUCE 
PHINELIA 
HINDSYTE 
dhl 
NEW YEARS EVE PARTY 
SAT 12/26 SAT ¥/02 
21ST THE HIP HOP HANGOVER 
SAT - PO’ BOYZ HAMMOND 8-3 ORGAN TRIO 
VE 


SUNDAY 


See Ch 


Dwectory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT 
@ REMINGTON ’S | 9 pm 


Longest Open Mic 


Boston's 


Night” with Craig 


IMPROV ASYLUM | 8 pr | “NXT 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 7 


Continued from p 35 pen c edy jam” with ¢ 0 
New Eve with MONDAY 
ty” with M-Dot CANTAB LOUNGE DOWNSTAIRS 
SCULLERS Underground Comedy 
BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT 
SPEED THOUGHT PLAYHOUSE 
M T & T J 
TUESDAY 


TOMMY DOYLE’S @ HARVARD (a 


BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT 


@ REMINGTON ’S | 8:30 pm | “Comedy 
yes: A New Year's Eve Dance Showcase” with Jim Lauletta 
IMPROV ASYLUM | House 


UNDERBAR 


SPEED OF THOUGHT PLAYHOUSE 
CAFE | 8:30 pm | Improv Comedy 
Workshop with Speed Thought 


Players 


COMEDY 


THURSDAY 


ESDAY 


rectory for phone numbers and 


BURREN Comedy Night” 
DICKS BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT 
@ REMINGTON’S | 8:30 pm | “C 

Showcase: Boston's Bes 


BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT 


Bea dy R “ 


TOMMY'S COMEDY LOUNGE S30 pm SPEED OF THOUGHT PLAYHOUSE 
edy Showcase CAFE | 8:30 


Stand-Up Comedy 


& 


FRIDAY 
AMAZING THINGS ARTS CENTER 


” Joe Wong + jon 


GREAT SCOTT | 7:30 pm | Ander 


SATURDAY 


@ REMINGTON’S | 8:30 Special 
¢ numbers and New r’s Eve event wi ‘aul 
addresses Na + Creg Howell + Kyle Craw 
CHEERS FANEUIL HALL 9 pm joey d Friends 


HYNES CONVENTION CENTER 
DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY VAUL’ +9 + 10715 pm | Tony V + ry Dunn 


pr 
ar’s Eve St 


Ye 
MOSE 


Roasts 
The Ten Year ous TD GARDEN | 7 pm | Dane Cook 
how TOMMY’S COMEDY LOUNGE | 7-30 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE 6 pr pm | Sue Costello | 10:30 pm | Joe 
F y Show u:y Nig A 


CONCERTS 


Popular 


THURSDAY 
CARTELLS | 7 pm | Wolf Den @ Mohe 
1, 1 Mohegan Sun Blvd, Un 


casville, CT | Free 


FRIDAY 
LEGENDS CONCERT Tribute 


Fri-Sat + Tue 


Fox ds, 39 Norwich 
W ucket, CT | $25 
SATURDAY 


LEGENDS IN CONCERT | See listing 


for Fri 


SUNDAY 

NEW RIDERS OF THE PURPLE SAGE 
8 pm | Tupelo Music Hall Salisbury, 
4 Oceanfront North, Salisbury Beach | 
$25 | 978.462.5888 

LEGENDS IN CONCERT | See listing 
for Fri 


MONDAY 

FOLK OPEN MIC | With Ed Fagan | 8 
pm | Center for Arts, 14 Summer St, 
Natick | $5 | 508.647.0097 


TUESDAY 

FENWAY JAZZ JAM) With the David 
Ehle Trio | 7-11 pm | Tiki Hideaway 
Lounge, Howard Johnson Hotel, 

1271 Boylston St, Boston | Free | 
617.572.3692 

SCHOOL OF ROCK ALL-STARS 

6:30 pm | Cambridge YMCA Theatre, 
830 Mass Ave, Cambridge 
617.923.3434 

LEGENDS IN CONCERT | See listing 
for Fri 


WEDNESDAY 

APACHE STONE | 8 pm | Wolf Den @ 
Mohegan Sun, 1 Mohegan Sun Blvd, 
Uncasville, CT | Pree | 888.226.7711 
ASSEMBLY OF DUST + ROOTS OF 
CREATION | Wed-Thurs 8 pm | Tupelo 
Music Hall Salisbury, 4 Oceanfront 
North, Salisbury Beach | $20-$30| 
978.462.5888 

LEGENDS IN CONCERT | See listing 
for Fri 


THURSDAY 

ANDRE WARD AND FRIENDS | 5 - 

9:45 pm | Hynes Convention Center 

Ballroom, 900 Boylston St, Boston 
Free with First Night button [$18] 

www. firstnight.org 

BLACK TAXI | io pm | Copley Square 


yutdoors}, Boston | Free | www.first 


$10 


night.org 
BOSTON JAZZ VOICES | 10 pm | City 
Place/The Transportation Building, 
us Stuart St, Boston | Free with First 
Night button {$18} | www. firstnight. 
org 
BOSTON SAXOPHONE QUARTET | 6 
+ 7:30 pm | CityPlace/The Transporta 
tion Building, m5 Stuart St, Boston 
Free with First Night button [$18] | 
www. firstnight.org 
CHRIS BROKAW + GEOFF FARINA | 
9:30 pm | Emmanuel Church, 15 New. 
bury St, Boston | Free with First Night 
button [$18] | www. firstnight.org 
BUFFALO TOM | 10 pm | Orpheum 
Theater, 1 Hamilton Pi, Boston | Free 
with First Night button [$18] | www. 
firstnight .org 
RYAN CABRERA | 7 + 10 pm | Kings 
Back Bay {lounge}, so Dalton St, 
Boston | $20 [7 pm]; $40 [10 pm] | 
617.266.2695 
CLAUDIA QUINTET | 9 + 10:15 pm 
First Church in Boston, 66 Mari 
borough St, Boston | Free with First 
Night button ($18) | www. firstnight 
org 
ANAT COHEN | 8 + 9:30 pm | Berklee 
Performance Center, 136 Mass Ave, 
Boston | Free with First Night button 
{$18} | 627.747.2261 or www.firstnight 
org 
JENNY DEE AND THE DEELIN- 
QUENTS | 7:30 + 8:45 + 10 pm | Park 
Plaza Hotel, Terrace Room, 50 Park 
Plaza at Arlington St, Boston | Free 
with First Night button [$18] | www. 
firstnight.org 
EITHER /ORCHESTRA | 7:30 + 8:45 
pm | Boston Public Library, Copley 


APACHE STONE are Mohegan Wolf Den Wednesday. 


Square, Boston | Free with First 
Night button [$18] | www. firstnight 
org 
FATAL FLAW | 10 pm | Boston Com 
mon, Parkman Bandstand, Boston 
| Free with First Night button [$18] | 
www. firstnight.org 
FERNANDO OTERO | 6 + 7:45 pm | 
First Church in Boston, 66 Maribor 
ough St, Boston | Free with First Night 
button [$18] | www. firsmight.org 
KRISTIN HERSH | 8:30 + 10:30 pm | 
Emmanuel Church, 15 Newbury St, 
Boston | Free with First Night button 
[$18] | www. firstnight.org 
LOS SUGAR KINGS | 7:30 pm | Hynes 
Convention Center Auditorium, 900 
Boylston St, Boston | Free with First 
Night button [$18] | www. firstnight. 
org 
LYRES | 7:30 pm | Orpheum Theater, 1 
Hamilton Pl, Boston | Free with First 
Night button [$18] | www. firstnight. 
org 
NEATS | 8:45 pm | Orpheum Theater, 
1 Hamilton Pl, Boston | Free with First 
Night butto: 8} | www. firstnight 
org 
DREW O'DOHERTY | 7:30 pm | Em 
manuel Church, 15 Newbury St, Bos 
ton | Free with First Night button [$18] 
| www. firstnight.org 
PAINTED LIGHTS | 8 pm | Hynes 
Convention Center, Room 207, 900 
Boylston St, Boston | Free with First 
Night button [$18] | www. firstnight. 
org 
AMANDA PALMER AND BOSTON 
POPS CONDUCTED BY KEITH LOCK- 
HART | 8 pm | Symphony Hail, 301 
Mass Ave, Boston | $45-$160 [includes 
dinner] | 617.266.1200 or www. boston 
BEN POWELL QUARTET | 6:30 pm | 
Berklee Performance Center, 136 Mass 
Ave, Boston | Free with First Night 
button [$18] | 617.747.2261 or Www. 
firstnight.org 
NADAV REMEZ QUINTET | 10 + 1 pm 
| Boston Public Library, Copley Square, 
Boston | Free with First Night button 
[$18] | www. firstnight.org 
WALTER SICKERT AND THE ARMY 
OF BROKEN TOYS | 7:30 + 8:30 pm 
| Hynes Convention Center, Exhibit 
Hall A, 900 Boylston St, Boston | Free 
with First Night button [$18] | www. 
firstnight.org 


THEY MIGHT BE GIANTS | 3+8 pm | Cal- 


vin Theatre, 19 King St, Northampton | 
$20-$32.50 | 413.586.8686 

JORDAN VALENTINE AND THE SUN- 
DAY SAINTS | 7:30 pm | Boston Com- 
mon, Parkman Bandstand, Boston 

| Free with First Night button [$18] | 
www. firstnight.org 

VIRAGO | 8:45 pr | CityPlace/The 
Transportation Building, 115 Stuart St, 
Boston | Free with First Night button 
[$18] | www. firstnight.org 
WINTERBLOOM | 9:30 pm | Hynes 
Convention Center, Room 207, 900 
Boylston St, Boston | Free with First 
Night button [$18] | www. firstnight 
org 

ASSEMBLY OF DUST + ROOTS OF 
CREATION | See listing for Wed 
LEGENDS IN CONCERT | See listing 
for Fri 


Classical 


THURSDAY 

HOLIDAY POPS CONDUCTED BY 
KEITH LOCKHART | “Twelve Days 

of Christmas” | Thurs 11 am + 3 pm; 
Sat-Sun 3 + 7:30 pm | Symphony 
Hall, 301 Mass Ave, Boston | $27-$122| 
617.266.1200 oF 888.266.1200 

KING'S CHAPEL CHOIR | Music by 
Byrd, Mendelssohn, Rutter, 
Distler | 10:30 pm | 
Tremont St, Boston 
nation | 617.227.2155 


SATURDAY 

HOLIDAY POPS CONDUCTED BY 
KEITH LOCKHART | See listing for 
Thurs 


SUNDAY 

SOOMI LEE | Bach's Prelude and Fugue 
in E-flat minor; Beethoven's Piano 
Sonata No. 9; Ravel's Sonatina [1905]; 
Rachmaninov's Preludes Opus 23 No. 4 
and Opus 23 No. 2| 2 pm | Newton Free 
Library, 330 Homer St, Newton | Free | 
617.796.1360 

HOLIDAY POPS CONDUCTED BY 
KEITH LOCKHART | See listing for 
Thurs 


TUESDAY 
CRISTINEL CONONCEA 


rks by 


Bach, Franck, and Cuilmant | 12:15 pm 
| King’s Chapel, 58 Tremont St, Boston | 
$3 suggested donation | 617.227.2155 


THURSDAY 

AMERICAN GUILD OF ORGANISTS 

| Light and serious music, as part of 
First Night Boston | 10 pm | Arlington 
Street Church, 351 Boylston St, Boston 
| Free with First Night button [$18] | 
www. firstnight.org 

BOSTON BAROQUE CONDUCTED BY 
MARTIN PEARLMAN | Mozart's Bas- 
tien @ Bastienne, with soprano Kristen 
Watson and tenor Lawrence Jones; 
Cimarosa’s Il maestro di cappella, with 
baritone David Kravitz; Sym: 
phony No. 40 | 8 pm | Sanders Theatre, 
45 Quincy St, Cambridge | $29-$69 | 
617.484.9200 

HEINRICH CHRISTENSEN | Works by 
Bach, as part of First Night Boston | 9 
pm | King’s Chapel, 58 Tremont St, Bos- 
ton | Free with First Night button [$18] | 
617.227.2155 or www. firstnight.org 
OLD SOUTH BRASS AND PERCUS- 
SION | Works by Bach, Copland, 
Mussorgsky, and LeRoy Anderson, as 
part of First Night Boston | 10 pm | Old 
South Church, Copley Square, Boston 

| Free with First Night button [$18] | 
www. firstnight.org 


DANCE 


THURSDAY 

BOSTON BALLET | The Nutcracker | Thurs 
noon; Sat 1 + 7:30 Sun 1+ 5:30 pm 
| Boston Opera House, 539 Washington 
St, Boston | $35-$162 | 617.695.6955 or 
www. bostonballet org 


JOSE MATEO BALLET THEATRE | The 
Nutcracker | Thurs 1 pm; Sat-Sun 1 + 6 
pm | Duxbury Performing Arts Cen 
ter, 73 Alden St, Duxbury | $15-$50 | 
617.354.7467 or www. ballettheatre 


SATURDAY 

BOSTON BALLET | See listing for Thurs 
JOSE MATEO BALLET THEATRE | See 
listing for Thurs 


SUNDAY 

BOSTON BALLET | See listing for Thurs 
JOSE MATEO BALLET See 
listing for Thurs 


THURSDAY 

ORIGINATION, INC. AND O’SHEA- 
CHAPLIN ACADEMY OF IRISH DANCE 
|“The First Night Beat” | 7:30 + 8:30 
pm | Hynes Convention Center, Room 
302, 900 Boylston St, Boston | Free 
with First Night button [$18] | www. 
firsmight.org 

URBANITY DANCE | Contemporary 
dance | 9:30 + 10:30 pm | Hynes 
Convention Center, Room 302, 900 
Boylston St, Boston | Free with First 
Night button [$18] | www. firsmight. 
org 


READINGS 


SATURDAY 

“BAGELS WITH THE BARDS” | Po 
etry “open mic” | 9 am-noon | Au Bon 
Pain, Davis Square, Somerville | Free | 
617.306.9484 

“OPEN BARK POETRY AND MUSIC” 
| 8:15 pm | Out of the Blue Gallery, 106 
Prospect St, Cambridge | $3-$5 sug 
gested donation | 617.354.5287 


SUNDAY 

“LIZARD LOUNGE POETRY SLAM” | 
With music by the Jeff Robinson Trio 
|7:30 pm | Lizard Lounge, 1667 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge | $5 | 617.547.0759 


MONDAY 

STONE SOUP POETRY OPEN MIC | 
pm | Out of the Blue Gallery, 106 Pros- 
pect St, Cambridge | $4 suggested dona- 
tion | 617.227.0845 


WEDNESDAY 

BOSTON POETRY SLAM & OPEN MIC 
| With Leslie McIntosh | 8 pm | Cantab 

Lounge, 738 Mass Ave, Cambridge | $3 | 
617.354.2685 


HOLIDAYS 


THURSDAY 

} BALL ROCK STAR PARTY AND THE 
BIG SCHMOOZE | Holiday party for Jew- 
ish professionals with cocktail recep- 
tion, hors d’ceuvre, lounging, Djs, and 
dancing | 8 pm-2 am | Whiskey Park, 64 
Arlington St, Boston | $25; $20 advance 
| 781.444.7771 or Www.tjcboston.com 
DOWNTOWN CROSSING HOLIDAY 
MARKET | Handmade gifts, art, fresh 


tmas” with Alana Eisner jenny Scamps Comedy 
Z + Alex Crubard Lincoln + Peter Bowers 


baked goods, and other local products 
11 am-7 pm | Summer St [across from 

Macy's}, Boston | Free | www. boston- 

publicmarket.org 

MATZO BALL | Holiday event for Jewish 

singles | 9 pm | Roxy, 279 Tremont St, 

Boston | $25-$150 | www. matzoball.org 


FIRST NIGHT 


THURSDAY 
BOMBAY CINEMA BOLLYWOOD FILM 
FESTIVAL | Screenings of “Zubeidaa,” 
“Lago Raho Munna Bhai,” “Rang 
De Basanti,” and “Om Shanti OM” | 
12:30-11 pm | Hynes Convention Center, 
Room 311, 900 Boylston St, Boston 
| Free with First Night button [$18] | 
www. firstnight.org 
BOSTON POETRY SLAM | Fast-paced 
poetry competition | 7:30-11 pm [every 
45 min] | Hynes Convention Center, 
Room 208, 900 Boylston St, Boston 
| Free with First Night button [$18] | 
www. firstnight.org 
“COUNTDOWN TO MIDNIGHT IN CO- 
PLEY SQUARE” | Televised event with 
WBZ-TV anchors Lisa Hughes and Jack 
Williams and music by Black Taxi | 10 
pm-midnight | Boston Public Library 
steps, Copley Square, Boston | Free | 
www. firstnight.org 
KAU BIG BATTEL | Live monster- 
wrestling spectacle | 9:30 pm | Hynes 
Convention Center, Exhibit Hall A, 900 
Boylston St, Boston | Free with First 
Night button [$18] | www. firstnight. 
org or www. kaiju.com 
NEW ENGLAND ANIME SOCIETY 
NEW YEAR'S FESTIVAL | The best 
and most popular Japanese anima 
tion, with screenings starting every 
half-hour | 1-11 pm | Hynes Convention 
Center, 900 Boylston St, Boston | Free 
with First Night button [$18] | www. 
firsmight.org 
NEW YEAR'S EVE BOSTON HARBOR 
CRUISE | One-hour cruise with views 
of midnight fireworks | 11:30 pm | 
Boston Harbor, Rowes Wharf, Boston 
| Free with First Night button [$18] | 
www. firstnight.org 
ROXBURY FILM FESTIVAL | Screen- 
ings of “Nora,” “Calling My Children,” 
“Santa Claus in Baghdad,” “Jump the 
Broom,” and “Business Is War” | 7-11 
pm | Hynes Convention Center, Room 
200, 900 Boylston St, Boston | Free 
with First Night button [$18] | www. 
firstnight.org 
SHAKESPEAREAN CABARET | With 
performers fromm Commonweaith 
Shakespeare Company and the New 
England Conservatory | 8 + 9:15 pm | St. 
Paul's Cathedral, 138 Tremont St, Bos- 


www. firstnight.org 

TRIBUTE TO BROTHER BLUE | Cei- 
ebrating the late storyteller with 

an open mic and stories from Kevin 
Brooks, Cynthia Maybeck, Michael 
Anderson, Bruce Marcus, Tony To- 
ledo, and Valerie Tutson | 8-11 pm | 
Hynes Convention Center, Room 313, 
900 Boylston St, Boston | Free with 
First Night button [$18] | www. first- 
night.org 


ton | Free with First Night button [$18] | 


OTHER NEW 
EVE 


THURSDAY 
“BOSTON’S BEST NEW YEAR'S EVE 
2010” | Dj Buddy Costa and others spin 
Top 40 for a night of non-stop music, 
dancing, and revelry | 9:30 pm | Estate, 
1 Boylston Pl, Boston | $50 | 617.351.7000 
or www. theestateboston.com 
“CARNIVAL MASQUERADE: A NEW 
YEAR'S EVE FANTASY FESTIVAL” | Rio 
Carnival-themed event with live Latin 
music, free carnival masks, Brazilian 
food, DJs, and a midnight fantasy 
parade | 9 pm | Felt, 533 Washington St, 
Boston | $50 | www.going.com/felt2010 
“EXTRAVAGANZA! THE BEEHIVE 
NEW YEAR'S EVE 2010” | A night of 
bohemian decadence eccentric 
fun with live salsa music, dancing, 
and refreshments | 9 pm-2:30 am | 
Beehive, 541 Tremont St, Boston | $85 | 
617.423.0069 or www. beehiveboston. 
com 
“FLANNIGAN’S BALL” | New Year's 
Dropkick Murphys style, with a 
Jameson whiskey toast at midnight 
and complimentary appetizers | 8 pm 
| McGreevy’s, 911 Boylston St, Boston | 
$20 | www. going .com/McCreevys2010 
GAME ON! FENWAY NEW YEAR'S 
| Music, dancing, appetizers, cham- 
pagne, and the chance to win sports- 
game tickets, hotel accommodations, 
travel opportunities, and more when 
200+ prize-filled balloons are dropped 
at midnight | 8 pm | Game On! Fen- 
way, 82 Lansdowne St, Boston | $35 | 
617.351.7001 or Www.gameonboston. 
com 
“HOLLYWOOD BOULEVARD BASH: A 
STAR FILLED EXTRAVAGANZA” | Dj 
Rick Rude, red carpet with paparazzi, 
midnight champagne toast, the Revo- 
lution “Oscars,” and surprise appear- 


ances all night long | 9 pm | Revolution 


Rock Bar, 200 High St, Boston | $50 | 
www. going .com/revolution2010 
“LET'S GO BACK IN TIME: HARPERS 
FERRY NEW YEAR'S EVE” | Dress in 
"80s/cowboy/greaser/futuristic garb, 
visit the “Enchantment Under the 
Sea” prom, and hear sets by tribute 
acts, Djs, and a reunited Waltham | 8 
pm | Harpers Ferry, 158 Brighton Ave, 
Allston | $20 | www. harpersferrybos- 
ton.com 


“LIGHTS CAMERA ACTION NYE 2010” 


| Hollywood-themed bash with search- 
lights, a red carpet, and paparazzi | 


9:30 pm | Mantra, 52 Temple Pl, Boston 


| $65-$100 per person | 617.216.1492 
LIVING ROOM'S NEW YEAR'S EVE 
BASH AND SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY 
PARTY | Four-course dinner, partying, 
and dancing, with an indoor view of 


the midnight fireworks over the harbor 
{9 pm-2 am | Living Room, 101 Atlantic 


Ave, Boston | $50-$100; $80 extra for 
dinner | 617.723.5101 
“LUNAR REFLECTIONS: A NEW 


YEAR'S EVE SOIREE” | Celebrating the 


new year and full moon with art by 
Taro Shinoda, live music, and Asian- 
inspired refreshments | 6-9:30 pm | 


Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, 280 
the Fenway, Boston | $60 | 617.278.5156 
NEW YEAR'S EVE AT SHRINE | Djs, 
dancing, a champagne toast, and a 
performance by burlesque dancer and 
TV star Miss Dakota | 9 pm | Shrine at 
MGM Grand @ Foxwoods, 39 Norwich 
Westerly Rd, Mashantucket, CT | $50 | 
861.312.8487 
NEW YEAR'S EVE AT TOP OF THE 
HUB | Cocktail reception, special six: 
course prix fixe dinner, champagne 
toast, and live jazz by the Bob Nieske 
Croup and Maggie Galloway with 
views of the blue moon (weather per- 
miitting) | 7:30 pm | Top of the Hub, 
Prudential Center [52nd floor], 800 
Boylston St, Boston | $250 | 617.536.1775 
NEW YEAR'S EVE MILONGA | Tango 
dancing and dinner | 8:30 pm | Dance 
Union, 16 Bow St, Somerville | $45 
advance, with dinner; $20 dance only | 
617.721.4872 or 617.413.2981 
RESOLUTION BALL | Cocktails, live 
music, Djs, champagne toast, and par 
ty favors, now in two locations | 8:30 
pm-2 am | Top of the Hub ([skywalk 
level}, 800 Boylston St, Boston; Boston 
Center for the Arts, Cyclorama, 539 
Tremont St, Boston | $159-$229 | www. 
bostoneventguide.com 
“TIMELESS NEW YEAR'S EVE 2010” 
| Upscale event with red carpet recep 
tion, live music, Djs, and a fashion 
show | 9 pm-2 am | Boston Center for 
the Arts, Calderwood Pavilion, 527 
Tremont St, Boston | $65-$140 | www. 
jetsetevents.com 


GAY LESBIAN 


FRIDAY 

PURE: FRIDAYS | Lesbian dance party 
with hip-hop, house, and Top 40 mu: 
sic | 8:30 pm-2 am | Pearl Nightclub, 75 
Warrenton St, Boston | $8 before mid- 
night; $10 after | 617.542.4077 


SATURDAY 

BOSTON GAY AND LESBIAN CONTRA 
DANCE | 7:30-11 pm | First Church of 
Jamaica Plain, 6 Eliot St, Jamaica Plain 
| $10 | 617.852.4042 

GAY SATURDAYS @ EPIC | With Mike 
Cruz and Amuka | 10:30 pm | House of 
Blues, 15 Lansdowne St, Boston | $15 | 
www.epicsaturday.com 


MONDAY 

DIRTY SEXY MONDAY | DSM Dives and 
Dj Susan Esthera host drag comedy 
show | 10 pm-2 am | Machine, 1254 
Boylston St, Boston | $12 | 617.818.1929 
QUEER TANGO | GLBT-friendly Ar- 
gentine tango | 6-9 pm [intermediates 
6-7:30 pm and beginners and practica 
7:30-9 pm] | Democracy Center, 45 Mt 
Auburn St, Cambridge | $5-$10 begin. 
Ners; $15 intermediate | www.queer- 
tangoboston.com 


THURSDAY 

QUEERAOKE | Dancing, singing, 
costumes, and Women’s Dance 
Night with DJ Summer's Eve | 10 pm. 
| Midway Café, 3896 Washington St, 
Jamaica Plain | $5 | 617.524.9038 


a 


Tey 


CHRIS BROKAW performs with Geoff Farina Emmanuel Church part First Night. 


8PM DOORS/ 21+ 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31 


“BOTTOM 
THE 
NEW YEAR’S 


2009” 


WITH 


FORGETFUL 
JONES 


THREE DAY 
THRESHOLD 


COVER: $25 


COMMERCIAL 
FREE 
KRAMER 


WEEKDAYS 
10A-1P 
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CREATSCOTTEOSTON.COM 


Fri 12.25.09 
The Pill 
1 Was Born on Christmas Day 
DJs Ken & Michaei V 
21+ 10pm $5.00 


Fri 12.25.09 
The Gas 
Alana Eisner 
AVery Jewish Christmas 
with comics 
Jenny Z + Alex Grubard 
and more! 18+ 7pm FREE 


Sun 12.27.09 
Quietd.com + Rob Potylo 
Niki Luparelli & The Gold Diggers 
Mehran 
Mc'd by: Tom Dustin 
18+ Bpm $9.00 


Tue 12.29.09 
The Royalty « Yankee Power 
18+ 9pm $7.00 


Thu 12.31.09 
Mean Creek 
You Can Be A Wesiey 
Magic Magic 
earthquake party! 
21+ 9pm $10 adv. / $15 door 


1222 Commonweath Ave 
Aliston, MA 02134 _ 
117-566-9014 


Traditional BBQ 
Fire in that Kitchen.” 


Mainstage 
12:25 Closed - Happy Holidays 
12.26 Soul Ambition Band 
Ryles Artist Showcase ( 
Bangalore india Fusion Scene 
31 New Year's Eve Extravaganza wi 
Joe Bargar & The Soul Providers 
Complimentary Champagne Toast 4 
Dancehall 
TUE Noche Latina 
Hot Salsa Wednesdays 
Temporada Latina 
Viernes de Vacilon 
the Floor 
Salsa Sundays 
ndav Tazz Brunch 
Ray Santisi Trio 


een 
PLE BF 


Tommy Doyle’s 


Harvard Square 


FRIDAY 
DEC 25 2009 
MERRY CHRISTMAS! 


SATURDAY 
/EC 26 2009 8:00PM 
FAMILY CHRIST 
RING THE TROUBADOU 

REUNION SHOW 


$3 COVER 


SUNDAY 
DEC 27 2009 8:00PM 
OPEN MIC HOSTED BY JOSH CARESS 
FREE! 


WEDNESDAY 
DEC 30 2009 
8:00PM - STUMP TRIVIA 
10:00 PM - KARAOKE 
FREE! 


THURSDAY 
DEC 31 2009 10:00PM 
NEW YEARS’ EVE BASH 
FEATURING 


DJ SPECIAL K 
$10 COVER 


96 WINTHROP STREET 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 
617-264-0655 


FREE 


ARTY 


MORE ART LISTINGS 
“ATTRACTIONS” 
THEPHOENIX.COM 


TAYLOR DAVIS'S 
FARMER'S DAUGHTER 
#2 is part of “What 
Matters” at the 
Worcester Art Museum. 


GALLERIES 


the 


allenes free 


STREET/ 
ARDEN 


Crowded | 


31 Newbury St 


BA BARA KRAKOW CALLERY 


4490 | 10 Newbury St | Tues-Sat 


FOURTH WALL PROJECT wow 
fourthwailliproject com | 132 Brookline 
Ave | F Through Feb 
1: YONE: “Be Horny Ne War!” 
INTERNATIONAL POSTER GALLERY 
617.375.0076 | 205 Newbury St | Mon 
Sat 10 am-6 pm; Sun noon-6 pm | 
Through jan 16: “Winter Delights” 
MILLER BLOCK GALLERY | 617536 4650 
38 Newbury St | Tues-Sat 1 arm-6 pm 
Through Jan 12: Aaron L. Peterman 
“The Boston Store: prototype” 
PANOPTICON GALLERY BOSTON 
Hotel Commonwealth | 6172678929 
502 Comm Ave | Tues-Fri 10 am-6 pm; 
Sat 1 am-5 pm | Through Jan 12: “Har 
old Feinstein: A Retrospective” 
PUCKER GALLERY | 617.267.9473 | 17) 
Newbury St | Mon-Sat 10 am-5:30 pm; 
Sun 10:30 am-s pm | Through Jan 18 
Marguerite Robichaux ar in the 
Woods of Mai 
“Striking Balance” 
QUIDLEY AND COMPANY | 617450 4300 
118 Newbury St | Mon-Fri 10 am-6 


pm, Sat 10 am-s pi 
Through 


n noon-7 pm 


Dec 24: Sergio 
SOCIETY OF ARTS AND CRAFTS | 
617.266.1810 | 175 Newbury St | Mon 
Sat 10 am-6 pm 
Through jan 2 mal to 
Bling: Contemporary Studio jewelry” 
THOMAS KINKADE NEWBURY 
STREET GALLERY | 866 639.2879 
Newbury St | Mon-Sat 10 am-8 


Sun noon-s5 pm 


grap phs by Thomas Kin shade 
VICTORIA MUNROE FINE ART 
617.523.0661 | 161 Newbury St 
Sat 10 am-5:30 pm 
Aary Armstrong 


Tues 
Through Jan 30 


SOUTH END 

BOSTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
Mills Gallery | 617426.8835 | 539 
Tremont St | Wed + Sun noon-s pm; 

Thurs-Sat noon-9 pm | Through jan 
3: “Strange Loops” | Liliana Porter 
Matinee/Matiné” 

CHASE GALLERY | 617 859.7222 | 450 
Harrison Ave #57 | Tues-Sat 11 am-6 
pm; Sun u am-4 pm | Threngh Dec 
31: Holly Farrell 

GALATEA FINE ART | 617542 


www galateaart 


Wed-Fri noon-€ 


Thr 


GALLERY KAYAFAS 6174 
450 Harrison Ave, #37 | Wed-Thur 
am-5:30 pm; Fri-Sun 1 am-6 
Through Jan 16: Rania Matar 
nary Lives” | August Sander 
of the 20th Century” 
“N'Vatanu” 
HOWARD YEZERSK! GALLERY 
617.262.0550 | | 450 Harrison Ave, #201 

Tues-Saf 10 am-s5:30 pm | Through 
Jan 5: john O'Reilly: “Art from Four 
Decades” 


“Ordi 
“People 
Jules Aarons 


n Ave #43 | Wed-Sun 


Through Dec 27: Cail 
E adow Shift” | Small Works 
by M 
LACONIA CALLERY 617.670.1568 | 433 
Sat noon-4 pm 
Through jan 23 
e to Keep Things 
SAMSON PROJECTS | 617.357.7177 
450 Harrison Ave | Wed-Sat 11 am-6 


an 30: Steve Locke 


by app 


eptuai Paintings 

SPACE 242 | www space242 com 

242 East Berkeley St [second floor] | 
Fri 6:30-8 pm and by appointment | 
Thro “Post This! Rock Post 
ers of the 90s and Beyond Extrava 


yugh jan 


617.778.5265 | 450 Harrison Ave #47 | 
Tues-Sat 11 am-s pm | Through Jan 16 
Hannah Cole: “Mantle” | Reception 
Jan 8: 5:30-7:30 pm 


DOWNTOWN 
BOSTON CITY HALL | Scoliay Square 
Gallery | 617.635.3245 | City Hall Plaza | 
Mon-Fri 9 am-s5 pm | Through Dec 31: 
“Inspired by Nature,” with works by 
Erik Cehring, Linda Cordner, Stephen 
Silver, Charyl Weissbach, and Beverly 
Woods 
CHINATOWN STOREFRONT 
BRARY | 617.275.8117 | 640 Washington 
St | Mon + Fri-Sun u am-6 pm; Thurs 
1-8 pm | Through Dec 30: “Chow 
Mein, Chicken Wings, and Cheese- 
burgers; Recalling Downcity Chinese 
in the Postwar Era” 
INTERCONTINENTAL BOSTON 
6177471000 | 510 Atlantic Ave | 
Through May: Sabi Varga: “From the 
Wings,” behind-the-scenes photogra 
phy from Boston Ballet 


OTHER BOSTON 
NEIGHBORHOODS 
ATLANTIC WORKS GALLERY | 
617.568.1294 | 80 Border St. East Boston 
Fri-Sat 2-6 pm and by appointment 
yugh Dec 28: Carmen Sasso 
‘ou're Welcome” 
DISTILLERY GALLERY | 978 270.1904 
| 516 East Second St. South Boston | 
Mon-Sat 9 am-5 pm | Through Dec 30: 
Dan McCole 
FORT POINT ARTS COMMUNITY 
GALLERY | 617.423.4299 | 300 Sum- 
mer St | Mon-Wed 9 am-3:30 pm; 
Thurs-Fri 9 am-10 pm; Sat 5-10 pm | 
Through Jan 22: TEH: “Plot” 
PROOF GALLERY | 508.963.9102 | S16 
East Second St, South Boston | Thurs- 
Sat noon-s5 pm and by appointment | 
Through Jan 16: “Boston Does Boston 


CAMBRIDGE 
SOMERVILLE/ 
WATERTOWN 
ARSENAL CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
617.923.0100 | 321 Arsenal St, Water- 
town | Tues-Sun noon-8 pm | Through 
Jan 3: Members’ Show 
BAAK GALLERY | 617 354.0407 | 35 
Brattie St, Cambridge | Mon-Sat 10:30 
am-7 pm; Sun 1-6 pm | Through Jan 
19: “Mixed Media Croup Exhibition” 
BRICKBOTTOM GALLERY | 
617.776.3410 | 1 Fitchburg St. Somerville 
Thurs-Sat noon-5 pm | Through Jan 
16: “Holy” 
CAMBRIDGE ART ASSOCIATION | | 
617.876.0246 | 25 Lowell St, Cambridge | 
Tues-Sat 11 am-5 pm | Through Jan 14 
“RED: It's more than a color, meta 
phor, feeling, idea, or hue,” juried by 
Carl Belz 


CAMBRIDGE COMMUNITY TELEVI- 
SION GALLERY | Drive By Gallery 
617.661.6900 | 675 Mass Ave [entrance 
on Prospect St], Cambridge | Mon-Thurs 
Fri noon-6 pm; Sun 4-9 

h Jan 24: Ellen Crabiner 
CAMBRIDGE MULTICULTURAL ARTS 
CENTER | 6175771400 | 41 Second St 
Cambridge | Mon-Fri: 10:30 am-6 pm 
h Dec 31: Sylvia Stagg-Ciu 

0: “A Walk in the Past” | Through 

n 4: Don Gusev itz: “Myanmar: A 


GALLERY 263 781 3930 0000 | 263 
Pearl St, Cambridge | Fri-Sat 12:30-6:30 
pm or by appointment | Through Dec 
31: “Four x Six Holiday Croup Show” 
HURST GALLERY | 617491 6888 | 53 
Mt Auburn St. Cambridge | Tues-Sat 
noon-6 pm | Through Jan 16: “Waters 
of Japan” 


BROOKLINE/NEWTON 
GASP | 617.418.4308 | 362 Boyiston 
St. Brookline | Wed-Sat 1 am-s pm | 
Through Jan 16: “Transcending the 
Literal” 


MUSEUMS 


DECORDOVA SCULPTURE PARK + 
MUSEUM | 781.259.8355 | 51 Sandy 
Pond Rd, Lincoin | Tues-Sun 10 am-5 
pm | Admission $12; $8 students, 
seniors, ages 6-12; free for ages under 
6 | Through Jan 3: Lalla Essaydi: “Les 
Femmes du Maroc” | Jules Aarons: “In 
the Jewish Neighborhoods, 1946-76" 
| “Platform 1: Andrew Mowbray” | 
Through Oct 2010: “Out of the Box: 
Photography Portfolios from the 
Permanent Collection” | Ongoing: 
“American Vernacular” | “Pixnit: Folie 
que la nouveauté, 2008” 
INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY 
ART | 617478 3100 | 100 Northern Ave. 
Boston | Tues-Wed + Sat-Sun 10 am-5 
pm, Thurs-Fri 10 am-9 pm | Admis- 
sion $15; $10 students, seniors; free 
for ages under 17; free after 5 pm 
on “Target Free Thursday Nights” | 
Through jan 18: Damian Ortega: “Do 
It Yourself~ | Through March 28: R.H. 
Quaytman: “Momentum 15” | Krzysz- 
tof Wodiczko: “The Veterans Project” 
| Through July 18: “ICA Collection: In 
the Making” 
ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER MU- 
SEUM | 617.566.1401 | 280 the Fenway, 
Boston | Tues-Sun 11 am-5 pm | Admus- 
sion $12; $10 seniors; $5 students with 
ID; free for ages under 18 | Built in the 
style of a 1sth-century Venetian pal- 
ace, the museum houses more than 
2500 art objects, with emphasis on 
Italian Renaissance and 17th-century 
Dutch works and highlights includ- 
ing works by Ciotto, Rembrandt, Bot- 
ticelli, Raphael, Titian, and Whistler 
| Free guided tours given Tues-Fri at 
2:30 pm | Through Jan 31: Taro Shi. 
noda: “Lunar Reflections” 
MASSACHUSETTS MUSEUM OF 
CONTEMPORARY ART | 413 564 4481 
| 87 Marshall St, North Adams | Wed- 
Mon 11 am-s pm | Admission $15; 
$i students; $5 ages 6-16; free for 
ages five and under | Through Jan 31: 
George Cochrane: “Long Time Gone” | 
Through Feb 28: “These Days: Elegies 
for Modern Times” | Through March 
ji: Guy Ben-Ner | Through April 15: 
“This Is Killing Me” | Ongoing: Fransje 
Killaars: “Installation: Figures, Colors 
First” | Sol LeWitt: “A Wall Drawing 
Retrospective” | Through Oct 31: Ifligo 
Manglano-Ovallé: “Cravity Is a Force 
To Be Reckoned With” | Ongoing: 
Christina Kubisch: “Clocktower Proj 
ect” | Bruce Odland and Sam Auinger: 
“Harmonic Bridge” | Natalie Jeremni- 
jenko: “Tree Logic” | Don Crummer: 
“Primary Separation” 


MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS | 617.267.9300 
| 465 Huntington Ave, Boston | Sat-Tues 
10 am-4:45 pm; Wed-Fri 10 am-9:45 
pm | Admission $17; $15 students, 
seniors; free for ages 7-17 and under 
during non-school hours [otherwise 
$6.50}; free for ages 6 and under | 
Through Dec 31: “RSVP: Jim Lambie” 
| Through Jan 18: “Portrait of Life: 
Children’s Lives in Art” | Through Feb 
21: “Contemporary Outlook: Seeing 
Songs” | Through March 7: “Echoes 
of Heian Kyo: Court Culture in the 
Floating World” | Through April 11 
“Glorious Beasts in Persian Painting” 
Through May 16: “The Secrets of 
Tomb 10A: Egypt 2000 BC” | Through 
May 23: “Tibet/China Confluences” 
| Through May 31: “Luxuries from 
Japan: Cultural Exchange in the 17th 
and 18th Centuries” | “Patterns of 
Long Ago: Reflections of China in 
Japanese No Costume” | Through July 
3: “Harry Callahan: American Pho- 
tographer”™ | “Albrecht Durer: Virtuoso 
Printmaker” | Through Aug 8: “Café 
and Cabaret: Toulouse-Lautrec’s Par- 
is” | Through Aug 22: “Bharat Ratna! 
Jewels of Modern Indian Art” 
NORMAN ROCKWELL MUSEUM | 
413.298.4100 | 3 Glendale Rd, Stock- 
bridge | Mon-Fri 10 am-4 pm; Sat-Sun 
10 am-5 pm | Admission $15; $10 stu- 
dents with ID; $13.50 seniors; free for 
ages 18 and under when accompanied 
by an adult | Rockwell's studio and 
the world’s largest collection of his 
paintings | Ongoing: “The Art of Nor- 
man Rockwell” |“Norman Rockwell's 
323 Saturday Evening Post Covers” 
PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM | 
978.745.9500 | East india Square, 161 
Essex St, Salem | Tues-Sun 10 am-5 
pm | Admission $15; $13 seniors; $11 
students; free for ages 16 and under 
| Through Jan 4: “Perfect Imbalance: 
Exploring Chinese Aesthetics” | 
Through Feb 7: “Rare Bird of Fashion: 
The Irreverent Iris Apfel” | Valérie 
Belin: “Made Up” | Through March 21: 
“ReVisions: Indian Artists Engaging 
Traditions” | Through May 1: “Trash 
Menagerie” | Through Dec 31, 2010: 
“Fish, Silk, Tea, Bamboo: Cultivating 
an Image of China” | Ongoing: “All 
of My Life: Contemporary Works by 
Native American Artists” | “Auspicious 
Wishes and Natural Beauty in Korean 
Art” | “Intersections: Native American 
Art in a New Light” | “Of Gods and 
Mortals: Traditional Art from India” | 
“Yin Yu Tang: Huang family ancestral 
home” 
SOMERVILLE MUSEUM | 617.656.9810 
| 1 Westwood Rd, Somerville | Thurs 2-7 
pm; Fri + Sun 2-5 pm; Sat noon-5 pm | 
WORCESTER ART MUSEUM | 
508.799.4406 | SS Salisbury St. Worces- 
ter | Wed-Fri + Sun 1 am-5 pm; Sat 
10 am-5 pm; third Thurs 1 am-8 pm 
| Admission $10; $8 seniors, students 
with ID; free for ages 17 and under; 
free admission Sat 10 am-noon | 
Through March 31: David John Attyah 
and S.A. Bachman: “Wall at WAM: 
Actions Speak, THINK ACAIN” | 
Through Aug 22: “What Matters” 


SCHOOLS 
UNIVERSITIES 


BOSTON COLLEGE | McMullen Mu- 
seum | 617.552.8100 | Chestnut Hill | 
Mon-Fri 11 am-4 pm; Sat-Sun, noon-5 
pm | — Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. Library 
| 617.552.4470 | Mon-Sat 11 am-4 pm 

| Ongoing: “Tip O’Neill Memorial 
Exhibit” 

BOSTON UNIVERSITY | Boston Uni- 
versity Art Gallery | 617.353.3329 | 855 
Comm Ave Boston | Tues-Fri 1 am-s 
pm | Sat-Sun 1-5 pm | Through Jan 17: 


“Drawing Toward Home 
Domestic Architecture fr 
New England” 
BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY | Rose Art 
Museum | 781.736.3434 | 415 South St, 
Waltham | Wed, Fri-Sun noon-5 pm | 
Thurs noon-8 pm | Admission $3; free 
for ages 12 and under | TI h May 
23: “The Rose at Br Works from 
the Collection” 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY | Cambridge 
— Cabot Science Library | 617496.5534 | 
Science Center, 1 Oxford St | Mon-Thurs 
8:30 am-midnight; Friday 8:30 am-6 
pm; Sat noon-10 pm; Sun 10 am-mid 
night | Through Jan 29: “Weather 
Control: Pluviculture, Cloud Seeding 
and Climate Engin 
— Harvard Art Museum | 617495.3400 

| 485 Broadway | Mon-Sat 10 

pm; Sun 1-5 pm | Through Jan 17: 
“The Western Tradition: Art since the 
Renaissance” | Ongoing: “Re-View” 
overview of works for the Harvard Art 
Museum's three museums, the Fogg 
Museum, Busch-Reisinger Museum, 
and Arthur M. Sackler Museum] 

— Harvard Museum of Natural History 
| 617.495.3045 | Oxford + Everett Sts | 
Daily 9 am-5 pm | Admission $9; $7 
seniors; $6 students; free for ages 3 
and under; free for Massachusetts 
residents Sun 9 am-noon + Wed 3-5 
pm | Through March 28: “Language of 
Color” | Ongoing: “The Class Flowers” 
| “Dodos, Trilobites, and Meteorites” 

| “Arthropods: Creatures That Rule” | 
“Climate Change: Our Clobal Experi- 
ment” | “Evolution” 

— Houghton Library | 617.495.2509 | 
Harvard Yard near Mass Ave + Quincy St 
| Mon-Fri 9 am-s5 pm; Sat 9 am-1 pm 

| Through April 24: “London As It Is” | 
Through April: “John Keats and Fanny 
Brawne” 

— Peabody Museum of Archaology 
and Ethnology | 617496 1027 | 11 Divin- 
ity Ave, Cambridge | Daily 9 am-s pm 

| $9; $7 students, seniors; $6 ages 18 
and under; free for ages 3 and under; 
free Sun 9 am-noon and Wed 3-5 pm; 
Wed 3-5 pm | Through Dec 31: “Storied 
Walls: Murals of the Americas” | 
Through Jan 30: “Digging Veritas: The 
Archaeology and History of the Indian 
College and Student Life at Colonial 
Harvard” | Through April 30: Samina 
Quraeshi: “Sacred Spaces: Reflections 
on a Sufi Path” | “Masked Festivals of 
Canton Bo, Southwest Ivory Coast” 

| Ongoing: “Wiyohpiyata: Lakota 
Images of the Contested West” | “En- 
counters with the Americas” | “Day of 
the Dead” | “Change & Community: 
Hall of the North American Indian” | 
“Pacific Islands Hall” 

— Pusey Library | 617.495.2509 | Har- 
vard Yard near Mass Ave + Quincy St | 
Mon-Fri 10 am-4 pm | Through Aug 
31: “Roosevelt Reading: The Pigskin 
Library, 1909-1910” 

— Semitic Museum | 617.495.4631 | 6 
Divinity Ave | Mon-Fri 10 am-4 pm; 
Sun 1-4 pm | Ongoing: “Nuzi and the 
Hurrians: Fragments from a Forgot- 
ten Past” | “Ancient Cyprus: The 
Cesnola Collection” |“The Sphinx and 
the Pyramids: 100 Years of American 
Archzology at Giza” | “The Houses 

of Ancient Israel: Domestic, Royal, 
Divine” 

— Tozzer Library | 617.495.2292 | 21 
Divinity Ave | Call for hours | Through 
March 31: “Masked Festivals of Canton 
Bo (Ivory Coast), West Africa” 
MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY | Cambridge 

— Hart Nautical Galleries | 617.253.5492 
| 55 Mass Ave | Daily 10 am-s pm | On- 
going: “Ship Models: The Evolution of 
Ship Design” | “Deep Frontiers: Ocean 
Engineering at MIT” 

— List Visual Arts Center | 617.253.4680 
| 20 Ames St, Building £15 | Tues-Wed 

+ Fri-Sun noon-6 pm; Thurs noon-8 


Designs for 
om Historic 


pm | Through Jan 3: “Tobias Putrih 
& MOS: Without Out” | Sung Hwan 
Kim: “Summer Days in Keijo, Written 
in 1937" 

— Mark Epstein Innovation Gailery | 
617.253.4444 | 265 Mass Ave | Daily 
10 am-5 pm | Ongoing: “MIT and 
the Sea: Pioneers in Ocean Explora 
tion” | “Klein Side Scan Sonar: A 
World Leader in Ocean Engineer 
ing” 

— MIT Museum | 617.253.4444 | 265 
Mass Ave | Daily 10 am-5 pm | Admis- 
sion $7.50; $3 for seniors, students, 
and ages 5-18 | Ongoing: “Sampling 
MIT” | “Mind and Hand: The Making 
of MIT Scientists and Engineers” | 
“Robots and Beyond: Exploring Arti 
ficial Intelligence at MIT” | “Hologra- 
phy: The Light Fantastic” |“Gestural 
Engineering: The Sculpture of Arthur 
Canson” | “Flashes of Inspiration: The 
Work of Harold Edgerton” | “Learning 
Lab: The Cell” 

— Wolk Gallery | 617.253.7334 | Room 7- 
338, 77 Mass Ave | Mon-Fri 9 am-s5 pm | 
Through Jan 22: “Dislocated City: Ber- 
lin Photographs by Angus Boulton” 
MONTSERRAT COLLEGE OF ART 
GALLERY | 978.922.8222 | 23 Essex 
St, Beverly | Mon-Fri 10 am-5 pm 

| Through Jan 23: “Fixed Chaos,” 
with works by Mark Cooper, Ryan 
Mitchell, Saya Moriyasu, and Allison 
Schulnik 

NEW ENGLAND SCHOOL OF PHO- 
TOGRAPHY | Gallery One | 6174371868 | 
537 Comm Ave, Boston | Mon-Fri 9 am- 
5 pm | Through Jan 8: Tony Donovan 
PHOTOGRAPHIC RESOURCE CEN- 
TER AT BOSTON UNIVERSITY | 
617.353.0600 | 832 Comm Ave, Boston | 
Tues-Fri 10 am-6 pm; Thurs 10 am-8 
pm; Sat-Sun noon-5 pm | $3; $2 stu- 
dents, seniors | Through Jan 24: Leop- 
old Godowsky, Jr., Color Photography 
Awards 

PINE MANOR COLLEGE | Hess Gallery 
| 617.731.7157 | 400 Heath St, Chestnut 
Hill | Mon-Thurs 8 am-10 pm; Fri 

8 am-s pm; Sat-Sun noon-s pm | 
Through Jan 27: Maria Magdalena 
Campos-Pons: “Works on Paper” 
RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF DE- 
SIGN | Museum of Art | 401.454.6500 
| 224 Benefit St, Providence, Ri | Tues- 
Sun 10 am-5 pm | Admission $8; 

$5 seniors; $3 students, ages 5-18 | 
Through Jan 3: Joe Deal | Arnie Zim- 
merman and Tiago Montepegado: 
“Inner City” | “The Brilliant Line: 
Following the Early Modern En- 
grtaver, 1480-1650” | Through Feb 28: 
“Nature/Artifice” | Through March 
28: Avish Khebrehzadeh | Through 
April 18: Carey Young | Through 
May 9: “Queen on the Insects: The 
Art of the Butterfly” | Through July 
ji: “Mountains and Rivers: Scenic 
Views of Japan” | Ongoing: Paul 
Morrison: “Exine” | “Subject to 
Change: Art and Design from the 
Twentieth Century” | Jonathan Bon- 
ner: Site-Specific Installation | “A 
Crand Gallery: European Paintings 
from the Permanent Collection” 

| “Rethinking the Romans: New 
Views of Ancient Sculpture” | “The 
birds and the bees and the flowers 
and the trees: Flora and Fauna in 
Ceramic Design and Decoration” | 
“The Japanese Tradition in Studio 
Pottery” | “Watercolors in the Por- 
celain Gallery: Flower and Still Life 
Painters” 

SUFFOLK UNIVERSITY | New Eng- 
land School of Art & Design Gallery | 
617.536.0383 | 75 Arlington St, Boston | 
Mon-Thurs 9 am-9 pm; Fri-Sat 10 am- 
5 pm | Through Jan 17: Resa Blatman 
UMASS-BOSTON | Grossmann Gal- 
lery | 617.287.7988 | 100 Morrissey 
Bivd, Boston | Mon-Fri 10 am-6 pm | 
Through Dec 31: Ryan Foley: “Neon 
Waterloo” 


Sat 
- uniess otherwise noted. In addition to the hours ae 
ted here many galienes are open by appownt 
oe ment Callenes are in Boston, exept where 
ducated otherwise 
ta 
at pm | Through J 
0/129 Rapture 
ee Newbury St | Mon-Sat 11 am-s:30 pm SOPRAFINA GALLERY | 617 728.0770 ae 
rae Through Dec 30: Pedro Bonnin 5S Thayer St | Wed-Sat 1 am-s:30 pm x 
or | Through Jan 14 
17.450.0700 Christopher Chippendale: “New Per 
h 10 am-6 pm 
10 am-5:30 pm | Through Jan 12: Mi 
ganza ay 
STEVEN ZEVITAS GALLERY 
im; Sun noon-4 pm 
a pm, Sun noon-6 pm | Ongoing: more ere 
WEEE, pm. Sat-Sun noon-s 
Exhibition 3 
ake 


OPENING 


GROUNGSWELL | The Lyric Stage 


Company of Boston offers the New 


miere ¢ Bruce's 2005 


takes i ie from a line 


The Dry Salvages 


job man and a former police officer, 
onspire to pressure the hotel’s 
lone guest into investing in their 
diamond-mining scheme. The three 
men find themselves in a power 
struggle fueled by greed and en 
ment.” The New York Times called 
Groundswell a “cross between David 
Mamet and Athol Fugard.” Daniel Gi 
dron directs; jason Bowen, Timothy 
John Smith, and Richard McElvain 
make up the cast. | 140 Clarendon St, 
Boston | 617.585.5678 | January 1-30 
Curtain 2 pm [January 6, 27] + 7:30 
pm Wed | 7:30 pm Thurs | 8 pm Fri | 3 
+ 8 pm Sat | 3 pm Sun | $25-$54 
A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM 
Next up for Actors’ Shakespeare Proj 
ect is the Bard’s mix-and-match com 
edy of moonstruck love, with Ben 
jamin Evett directing and Marianna 
Bassham (as Titania, we'd guess), 
Shelley Bolman, Autumn Elise 
Henry, Jennie Israel, Michael Kaye, 
Curt Klump, and John Kuntz (Puck? 
included in the cast 
dios, 15 Chan 


Midway Stu 
mter St, Fort Point 
Channel, Boston | 866.811.4111 | De 
cember 30-January 24 | Curtain 10 arn 
{January 6, 13) or 7:30 pm [December 
30] Wed | 10 am |[January 7, 21] + 7:30 
pm Thurs | 7:30 pm Fri | 3 pm [no 
January 2] + 8 pm Sat | 2 pm Sun | $47; 
$38 seniors; $25 students 


NOW PLAYING 


ALL ABOUT CHRISTMAS EVE | Ryan 
Landry and the Gold Dust Orphans 
pin some tinsel on the Oscar-winning 
1950 Joseph L. Mankiewicz film All 
About Eve, with Landry hamming it 
up as Bette Davis's Margo Channing, 
her coiffure a shoulder-length halo 
of auburn curls, her painted lips a 
permanent twist approximating the 
actress's signature sneer. The show 

is set in Boston, and Channing is 
appearing not in an ante-bellum 
melodrama but in a holiday travesty 
titled Party on the Pole that enables both 
Landry and Penny Champayne (as 
Eve Harrington) to appear in fur biki- 
nis accessorized by reindeer antlers. 
Apart from the disco-choreographed 
sacrilege that is the award-winning 
Harrington vehicle No, No, Nativity 
(itself worth the price of admission), 
there are few surprises in this gaily 
bedecked parody, most of which is 
lifted straight from the movie and 
sent to winter camp. But the show is 
as puerile and lively as most Orphans 
fare, and Landry, in pushing Davis's 
Channing over the top, proves this is 
territory in which measurement is 
exponential. | Machine, 1254 Boylston 
St, Boston | www. brownpapertickets . 
com | Through December 27 | Curtain 
8 pm Fri-Sat | 5 pm Sun | $35-$45 
BEST OF BOTH WORLDS | The Amer- 
ican Repertory Theater makes its first 
Loeb Drama Center appearance of 
the season with this holiday musi- 
cal with book and lyrics by Randy 
Weiner and music by Obie winner 
Diedre Murray. Part of new ART ar- 
tistic director Diane Paulus’s “Shake- 
speare” season, it got a thumbs-up 


from the New York Times — “This rous 


img musical has taken the plot from 
$Tale, tossed out anytt 
Shakespearean lai 


notic effect with 


that leave the audi 


cast includes Cre 


er, Mary Bon 


Bayardelle; Paulus herself direct 
er, 64 Bra 
547.8300 | Through 
january 3 | Curtain 7:30 pm Tues-Wed 
2 +7:30 New Year's Eve] Thurs 

| 8 pm [january 1] Fri | 2 + 8 pm Sat 

2 + 7:30 pm [no evening January 3 
Sun | $25 
student rush 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL | New Reper 
tory Theatre serves its fifth annual 
production of the Rick Lombardo 
adaptation, with Steve Barkhimer di 
and Paul D. Farwell 
flint who sees the 


Loeb Drama C 


le St, 
Cambridge | 617 


, $15-$65 seniors, $20 


recting this ye 
back as the sk 
light. In this one, the actors accom 
uy themselves on musical instru 
ments, ghosts take flight, and Wa 
tertown Children's Theatre provides 
the young ‘uns. | Arsenal Center for 
the Arts, 321 Arsenal St, Watertown 
617.923.8487 | Thro 


1 December 27 
| Curtain 3 pm Thurs | 8 pm Sat|1+ 6 
pm Sun | $35-$54; $28-$47 seniors; $9 
$14 children 12 and under 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL | Stoneham 


Theatre re-enters the Charles-Dick 


ens-holiday-classic lists with this 
version adapted and directed by 

Diego Ar gas, with Nigel Gore 
as Scrooge, Cabriel Kuttner as Bob 
Cratchit, Michael Sticca as Tiny 
Tim, Leigh Barrett as the Chost of 
Christmas Past, Gerard Slattery as 
the Ghost of Christmas Present, and 
Suzanne Nitter as Mrs. Cratchit 

| Stoneham Theatre, 395 Main St, 
Stoneham | 781.279.2200 | Through 
December 27 | Curtain 3 + 7 pm Sat | 
noon + 5 pm Sun | $44-$48; $40-$42 
seniors; $20 students 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL | Trinity Rep- 
ertory Company's annual rendition 
of Dickens's holiday classic is down 
to one cast this year, with Timothy 
Crowe as Scrooge, Mauro Hantman 
as Bob Cratchit, Barbara Meek as the 
Chost of Christmas Past, Fred Sul- 
livan Jr. as the Ghost of Christmas 
Present, Joe Wilson Jr. as Marley, 
Rachael Warren as Fan, David Rudi 
Utter as young Scrooge, and Monica 
Willey as Belle. Birgitta Victorson 
directs. | Trinity Repertory Company, 
201 Washington St, Providence, 
Rhode Island | 401.351.4242 | Through 
December 27 | Curtain noon + 5 pm 
Thurs | 2 + 7:30 pm Sat | noon + 5 pm 
Sun | $40-$65; children ages 2-14 $10 
THE CHRISTMAS REVELS | “Staying 
home for the holidays” is how the 
Revels folks explain their 39th an- 
nual celebration of the shortest day, 
and no one stays home like Revels. 
The special guests are traditional 
singer and clogger Suzannah Park 
(representing Appalachian America), 
gospel singer Janice Allen (represent- 
ing African-American America), and 
flute player Leon Joseph Littlebird 
(representing Native American 
America), and the theme is the 

Tree of Life. This is a roots Christmas 
Revels, and trees are everywhere, 
from the invisible (or did you see it?) 
one that Littlebird nourishes center 
stage to the small evergreen that’s 
brought out and decorated with 
homely ribbons and apples to the 
Tree of Life quilt that’s unfolded and 
displayed before being refolded into 
the baby Jesus's swaddling clothes 
during “The Cherry Tree Carol.” The 


traditional mummers’ play is ap 
propriately short and, apart from the 
unhousebroken f ‘or 
ward, with Re ky Mountain 


orse, straightf 


ng Gap Dancers 
ig willow-tree 
I Will Bow and Be 


Sanders 


Quincy St, Cambrid 


617.496.222 


Thr ain 3+ 


Thr 


7:30 


h December 
Sat|1pms 
$42 children under 12 

MAMMA MIA! | Creece for the 
holidays! Join Donna, Rosie, Tanya, 


Donna's dau 


| Curt 


$2 15 


hie, the 


one of whom 


three surprise guests 
has to be Sop 
and Abba song 
ing Queen” and “S ”to“Take a 

Chance on Me” and “Money, Money, 
Money” as that fabled Me 


hosts Sop 


isle once ag: 


ding. | Colonial Theatre, 106 Boylston 
St, Boston | 800.982.ARTS | Through 
December 27 | Curtain 1 pm Thurs | 2 
+ 8 pm Sat | 2 + 7 pm Sun | $42.50-$91 
THE 101 DALMATIANS MUSICAL 
Rachel Yc lia De Vil 

1 d Dalmatians 
usical version of 
y film. Styx's 


k stars as 


»osed the score 
0k and lyrics 
Jerry Zaks ts. | Wang Theatre, 
279 Tremont St, Boston | 866.345.9738 
| Through December 27 | Curtain 1 pm 
Thurs | 2 + 7:30 pm Sat| 1+ 6:30 pm 
Sun | $28-$75 

THE SANTALAND DIARIES | New 
Repertory Theatre reprises its Down 
Stage @ New Rep dose of anti-holiday 
cheer: Joe Mantello’s stage adaptation 
of David Sedaris’s delightfully sour 
account of his servitude as Crumpet 
the Elf, a toiler at Macy’s Santaland. 
Gary Littman makes his Crumpet 
debut; Christopher Webb directs. | 
Arsenal Center for the Arts Black Box 
Theatre, 321 Arsenal St, Watertown 

| 617.923.8487 | Through January 3 

| Curtain 7 pm Tues-Wed | 3 + 7pm 
[December 31] or 4 pm [December 24] 
Thurs | 3 + 7 pm [January 1) Fri | 4:30 
[December 26] + 8:30 pm Sat|3+7 pm 
{evening December 27} Sun | $30 
SLEEP NO MORE | The second entry 
in the American Repertory Theater's 
mini-season of revisionist Shake 
speare is presented by the London 
troupe Punchdrunk at the Old Lin- 
coln School in Brookline Village; 
entering as part of a group, you're 
handed a white mask and invited to 
explore the four floors of the environ- 
ment in any way you choose. The 
mood is set by World War II ballads 
and Bernard Herrmann’s music from 
Alfred Hitchcock's Vertigo, and by the 
dim lighting and the creepy venue. 
Everyone's experience will be differ- 
ent; ours included the banquet in 
the school auditorium, a strobe-lit 
Black Sabbath in the basement, a 
stroll through Birnam Wood, and an 
unsettling version of Lady Macbeth’s 
sleepwalking scene where she’s at- 
tended by a nurse in a hospital ward. 
| Old Lincoln School, 194 Boylston 

St, Brookline Village | 617.547.8300 | 
Through January 3 + January 14-Feb- 
Tuary 7 | Curtain through January 

3: 7 + 7:20 + 7:40 pm Tues-Thurs [no 
Christmas Eve] + Sun | 7:20 + 7:40 +8 
pm Fri-Sat (no Christmas Day] | Cur- 
tain January 14~-February 7: 7 + 7:20 + 
7:40 pm Thurs-San | $35-$39 


TRU GRACE | Underground Railway 
Theater presents a holiday double bill 
of Grace Paley’s Tt st Voice an) 


tcakes. Wesley Savick 
Theater, 450 


366.811.4111 


INDEFINITELY 


BLUE MAN GROUP | The Drama Desk 
Award-winning trio of cobalt-painted 
bald pates begin their delightful and 

deafening evening of anti-perfor 


mance art beating drums that are 
also deep buckets of paint, so that 
sprays of color jump from the instru 
ments like breaking surf, and end by 


ngulfing the spec 
toilet paper. | Charles Playhouse, 74 
Warrenton St, Boston | 617.931.AR 
Ind 


ors in tangles of 


Curtain this week: 2+ 5 


Mon |1 + 4 +7 +10 pm Tue: 
+5+8pm Wed|2+5pm [Ch 
New Year's Eve 
Thurs | 2 + 5 + 8 pm [New Year's Day 
Friji+4+7+10p 
$62; $30 student rush 

THE DONKEY SHOW | Diane Paulus 
& Randy Weiner’s disco-set riff on A 
Midsummer Night's Dream is an hour- 
long work set in the Studio 54-in 
spired environs of Club Oberon and 
framed by episodes of Saturday Night 
Fever in which you may or may not 
choose to star. The dramatis personae 
include Dr. Wheelgood, a gold-lamé- 
clad Puck on roller skates; club owner 
Mr. Oberon, who’s out to humiliate 
his haughty diva girlfriend, Tytania; 
desperately yearning or cockily dis- 
missive lovers Helen, Dimitri, Mia, 
and Sander; and a twin couple of ruf 
fle-shirted, Afro-coiffed dudes both 
named Vinnie. Ingeniously double- 
cast, sexily supple, and screeching 
into headsets, they join the paying 
crowd (a small minority of whom oc 
cupy tables in a cabaret area that also 
sees action) for an immersive night 
of hedonism and hustle driven by 

the pounding beat and melodramatic 
passions of disco hits from the 1970s. 
| Oberon, Mass Ave + Arrow St, Cam- 
bridge | 617.547.8300 | Indefinitely | 

10 pm (doors @ 9 pm] Thurs [special 
New Year's Eve performance, with 
post-show party till 2 am] | 8 pm Fri 
(January 1] | 8 + 10:30 pm Sat | $25- 
$49; $45-$75 New Year's Eve 

SHEAR MADNESS | The dramatis 
personae of the audience-participa- 
tion whodunit (which is now the 
longest-running non-musical in 
American theater history, having run 
29 years in Boston) continue to comb 
Newbury Street for the murderer of 

a classical pianist who lived over the 
unisex hair salon where the show is 
set. | Charles Playhouse Stage Il, 74 
Warrenton St, Boston | 617.426.5225 | 
Indefinitely | Curtain this week: 8 pm 
Mon-Tues | 2 + 8 pm Wed | 8 pm Thurs 
(New Year's Eve] | 7 pm [Christmas 
Day} or 8 pm [New Year’s Day] Fri | 6 + 
9 pm Sat | 3 + 7 pm [December 27] Sun 
| $42; $31.50 with AAA discount; half- 
price college-student rush, one ticket 
per college ID, at the box office, one 
hour prior to curtain 


Eve] or 4+7+10p 


at-Sun | $48 


THE BO 


TON PHOENIX 


Enjoy Appalachian music and 


African-American spirituals, Shaker tunes more 
this American Celebration the 
Performances Matinees Evenings 
December 11-13, 17-21, 26-27 
SANDERS THEATRE, CAMBRIDGE 


Information 


Tickets 


years 
weather rep 
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“The Perfect Holiday Treat! Boston Globe 


dance, 


inter Solstice 


th 
ORS 
Truman Capote’s A Christmas Memory 
: ee and achieved a hyz Dancers clogging their way through Both plays are set in the 1930s. In the ; $ 
musical numbers longsword dance that brings first, nice Jewish girl Shirley's great 
: England prc ence whooping” — so never mind about the death of John Barleycorn voice lands her the plum role in the ; : 
play, which es that the language is thie best part of No gags or gimmicks are needed school pla which just happens to 3 
in T.S. Eliot's “ any Shakespeare play and just enjoy not when you have Allen rocking be a Nativity play; in the second, Tru : 3 
The lives of three disappointed mer the R&B and gospel treats, which are the joint with “Children, Go Where | man recalls making fruitcakes with Spee 
is intersect with volatile consequences legion. The EE ce Bak Send Thee” and Park with her nasal his older cousin and exchanging kite ay 
Mies in a hotel in a sleepy South African Md Davis, and Jeanette twang beaming like the bright mor as presents and how the two of them ig e 
5 port town when Thami, the gardener ing star and the treated themselves (and the family q i a . 
vad and caretaker, and Johan, the odd and Chon i dog, Queenie) to the whiskey left over , <2) aes 
authenticity to” from the frui 
Simple.” This is one of the best Christ directs | 
mas Revels ever. | Theatre, 45 Mass Ave, Cambridge | 
Through December 27 | Curtain 2 + 
8 pm Sat | 2 + 7 pm Sun | $35; $25 se 
~ 
SPOTLIGH 
Much-beloved MyTV meteorologist 
Mike Milliard 
ORE 


ARS 


All the Magical Disney Moments Remember Forever! 
Iced the Price! Opexing Night Tickets Just $15!* 
DEC. 26 - 29 £3) Buy tickets at ¥ 


or call 


TD Garden Box Office 


Ticket Prices: $20 - $25 - $30 - $50 VIP - $80 Front Row 


Limited number of Front Row and VIP seats available Call or go online for details 


Unless otherwise noted, all film listings this week are for 
Friday December 25 through Thursday December 31. As 
always, it’s best to call the theater before heading out. For 
up-to-date film-schedule information, check the Boston 
Phoenix Web site at www.thephoenix.com. 


PLACE THE SUN shows Sunday the MFA. 


BOSTON 


BOSTON COMMON 

175 Tremont St | 617.423.3499 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: THE 

SQUEAKQUEL | 10:05 am, 11:05 am 

12:25, 1:25, 2:45, 3:45, 5:05, 7:25, 9:50 

Fri-Sat: 12:05 am 

IT’S COMPLICATED | 10:55 am, 12:30 

2, 3:30, 5, 6:30, 8, 9:30 | Fri-Sat: 12:30 

am 

NINE | 10:40 am, 1:30, 4:15, 7, 9:45 | 

Fri-Sat: 12:15 am 

SHERLOCK HOLMES | 10 am, 1) am, 

noon, 1, 2, 3:10, 4:10, 5:10, 6:20, 7:20, 
8:20, 9:30, 10:30 [Thurs: 10] | Fri-Sat 

11:30, 12:15 am 

AVATAR 3-D | 10 am, 10:45 am, 11:45 
am, 12:45, 1:45, 2:30, 3:30, 4:30, 5:30, 
6:15, 7:15, 8:15, 9:15, 10 [Thurs: 9:40] , 11 
[no Thurs] | Fri-Sat: midnight 

THE BLIND SIDE | 10:35 am, 1:35, 4:35, 
7:35, 10:25 [no Thurs] 

BROTHERS | Fri-Sat: 11:05 | Sun-Wed 

11 | Thurs: 8:30 

DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MOR- 

GANS? | 11:20 am, 1:50, 4:20, 6:50, 9:25 
[no Thurs], 11:50 [no Thurs] 

DISNEY'S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 3-D 
10:15 am 

INVICTUS | 10:10 am, 1:20, 4:25, 7:30, 

10:35 [no Thurs] 

PRECIOUS | 5:55, 8:30 [no Thurs] 

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG | 10:20 
am, 12:40, 3, 5:20, 7:40, 10 | Fri-Sat 

12:20 am 

2012 | 10:55 [Thurs: 9:15] 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON | 
9:20 | Fri-Sat: 12:15 am 

UP IN THE AIR | 10:30 am, 11:30 am, 
1:15, 2:15, 4, 5, 6:45, 7:45 [Thurs: 7:30], 

10:20 [Thurs: 10) 


FENWAY 


201 Brookline Ave | 617.424.6266 
Please call to confirm bookings and 
for remaining times 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: THE 
SQUEAKQUEL | 11:45 am, 2:15, 4:45, 
7:30, 10:15 

IT'S COMPLICATED | 12:30, 4, 7:30, 
10:40 

NINE 

SHERLOCK HOLMES | noon, 3:30, 7, 
10:20 

AVATAR 

AVATAR 3-D 

THE BLIND SIDE 

BROTHERS 


DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE 
MORGANS? 

FANTASTIC MR. FOX 

INVICTUS 

NINJA ASSASSIN 

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG 

UP IN THE AIR 


MUSEUM SCIENCE 
Omani Theatre, Science Park, Boston 
| 617.723.2500 | $7.50, $5.50 for ages 
3-11 and seniors; Tues-Wed 7 pm or 
later, $5, $3 for ages 3-11 and seniors 
Please call for times 
ADRENALINE RUSH: 

THE SCIENCE OF RISK 
AMAZON 
ANTARCTICA 
DEEP SEA 
DINOSAURS ALIVE! 
THE GREATEST PLACES 


NEW ENGLAND 
AQUARIUM 

Simons IMAX Theatre, Central 
Wharf, Boston | 866.815. IMAX | $12, 
$10 for ages 3-11 and seniors 

Please call for times 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL 

DOLPHINS & WHALES 3-D 

UNDER THE SEA 3-D 


STUART STREET 
PLAYHOUSE 


200 Stuart St | 617.426.2190 
Please call for times 
FANTASTIC MR. FOX 

LA DANSE 


BROOKLINE 


CHESTNUT HILL 

Rte 9 and Hammond St | 617.277.2500 

SHERLOCK HOLMES | 10:15 am, 1:15, 

4:30, 7:45, 10:50 

AVATAR 3-D 

THE BLIND SIDE 

DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE 
MORGANS? 

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON 


COOLIDGE CORNER 

290 Harvard St | 617.734.2500 

A SINGLE MAN | noon [no Sat], 2:20 
[no Sat], 4:40 [no Sat], 7:20 | Fri-Sat 
9:40 | Sat: 12:30, 2:40, 4:55 | Sun-Wed: 
9:50 

LA DANSE | 1:15, 4:45, 7:55 [no Thurs] 


THE MESSENGER | 11:45 am, 2:05, 
4:25, 7:05 [no Mon], 9:35 [no Thurs] 
UP IN THE AIR | 11:40 am, 2, 4:20,7| 
Fri-Wed: 9:30 

DIE HARD 2 | Fri-Sat: midnight 

THE HOUSE OF THE DEVIL | Fri-Sat 
midnight 


CAMBRIDGE 


BRATTLE 

40 Brattle St, Harvard Square | 
617.876.6837 

LE COMBAT DANS VILE | Fri-Sun: 2:45 | 
Fri-Wed: 9:30 | Fri-Thurs: 5, 7:15 


FRESH POND 


168 Alewife Brook Parkway | 

617.661.2900 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: 
THE SQUEAKQUEL 

3 IDIOTS 

ARMORED 

THE MEN WHO STARE AT GOATS 

THE NEW DAUGHTER 

NINJA ASSASSIN 

OLD DOGS 

PLANET 51 

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON 


HARVARD SQUARE 

10 Church St | 617.864.4580 

IT’S COMPLICATED | 11 arm, 1:45, 4:30, 
7:15, 10 

SHERLOCK HOLMES | 10:30 am, 1:30, 
4:30, 7:30, 10:30 

AVATAR 3-D | 11:30, 3:15, 7, 10:45 

DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MOR- 
GANS? | 11:45 am, 2:15, 4:45, 7:45, 
10:15 

INVICTUS | 10:45 am, 2,5, 8,11 

THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW 
| Sat: midnight 


KENDALL SQUARE 

1 Kendall Square | 617.499.1996 
BROKEN EMBRACES | 12:40, 3:40, 
6:40, 9:40 [no Thurs] 

NINE | 12:30, 3:30, 6:45, 9:35 [no 
Thurs] 

A SINGLE MAN | 1:25, 4:25, 7:05, 9:50 
[no Thurs] | Sat-Sun: 11:05 am 

THE YOUNG VICTORIA | 1:35, 4:15, 7:15 
[Thurs: 7], 9:55 [no Thurs] | Sat-Sun 
Nam 

AN EDUCATION | 1:40, 4:05, 7:20 
[Thurs: 7], 9:40 [no Thurs] | Sat-Sun: 
11:25 am 


Rig tt O8C 2? OFC 2 DEC — | 
Rehearsal rooms for Bands, Dance Groups, 


FANTASTIC MR. FOX | 1:45, 4:10, 7:10 | 
Sat-Sun: 11:15 am 

PRECIOUS [Thurs: 6:50] 

THE ROAD | 1:50, 4:30, 7:19, 9:45 [no 
Thurs] | Sat-Sun: 11:10 am 

UP IN THE AIR | 1, 2, 4,5, 7,8 [no 
Thurs], 9:45 [no Thurs] | Sat-Sun: 11 am 


SUBURBS 


ARLINGTON 

Capitol, 204 Mass Ave | 781.648.4340 
AVATAR 3-D | 3:30, 5:30, 7:30 | Fri- 
Wed: 9:30 | Sat-Thurs: 1:30 
BROTHERS | S, 7:20 | Fri-Wed: 9:50 | 
Sat-Thurs: 2:15 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL | 4:15, 7 | Fri- 
Wed: 9:15 | Sat-Thurs: 2 

CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF MEAT- 
BALLS | 4:30 | Sat-Thurs: 1:15 

ME AND ORSON WELLES | 4:20, 7| 
Fri-Wed: 9:40 | Sat-Thurs: 1:40 

A SERIOUS MAN | 4:30, 7:10 | Fri-Wed 
9:20 | Sat-Thurs: 1:45 


BEVERLY 


Cabot St Cinema, 286 Cabot St | 
978.927.3677 

A SERIOUS MAN | Fri-Sat: 5:30, 8 | 
Sat: 2 

WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE | 
Mon-Wed: 11 arn [no Tues], 7:30, 8 | 
Tues-Wed: 2 


BRAINTREE 
AMC X, South Shore Plaza | 
781.848.1070 
Please call to confirm bookings and for 
remaining times 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: 
THE SQUEAKQUEL 
IT’S COMPLICATED | 10:45 am, * 45, 
4:45, 7:45, 10:35 
SHERLOCK HOLMES | 10 am, 1, 4:15, 
7:30, 10:45 
AVATAR 
AVATAR 3-D | 11:30 am, 3:15, 7, 10:25 
THE BLIND SIDE 
BROTHERS 
DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE 
MORGANS? 
DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
INVICTUS 
THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG 
UP IN THE AIR 


BURLINGTON 

AMC X, Middlesex Turnpike, off Rte 
128 Exit 32B | 781.229.9200 

IT’S COMPLICATED | 10:40 am, 1:40, 
4:40, 7:50, 10:45 

SHERLOCK HOLMES | 10 am, 1, 4:10, 
7:20, 10:30 

AVATAR 3-D | 11 am, 3, 7, 10:40 

THE BLIND SIDE 

BROTHERS 

DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 3-D 
EVERYBODY'S FINE 

FANTASTIC MR. FOX 

NINJA ASSASSIN 

OLD DOGS 

PLANET S1 

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG 
2012 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON 


DANVERS 

Liberty Tree Mall, Loews Theatres, 

100 Independence Way | 978.750.9019 

Please call to confirm bookings and 

for times 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: 
THE SQUEAKQUEL 

IT’S COMPLICATED 

SHERLOCK HOLMES 

ARMORED 

AVATAR 

AVATAR 3-D 

AVATAR 3-D IMAX 

THE BLIND SIDE 

BROTHERS 

DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE 
MORGANS? 

DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 

COUPLES RETREAT 

THE HURT LOCKER 

OLD DOGS 

THE ROAD 

2012 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON 


DEDHAM 


Community Theatre, 580 High St | 
781.326.0409 

Please call to confirm bookings and 
times 

AN EDUCATION | 12:15, 2:30, 4:45, 7| 
Sat: 9:10 

COCO BEFORE CHANEL | 12:30, 2:45, 5, 
7:10 | Sat: 9:20 


FRAMINGHAM 

AMC XV, 22 Flutie Pass, off 
Worcester Rd, Rte 9 | 508.628.4400 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: THE 
SQUEAKQUEL | 10 am, 1! am, 12:20, 
1:20, 2:50, 3:45, 5:15, 6:15, 7:45 | Fri- 
Sat: 10:25 | Sun-Thurs: 10 

{IT’S COMPLICATED | 10:50 am, noon, 
1.40, 3, 4:50, 6:10, 7:50, 9:30 | Fri-Sat 
10:45 | Sun-Thurs: 10:35 

NINE | 10:20 am, 1:15, 4:30, 7:35 | Fri- 
Sat: 10:35 | Sun-Thurs: 10:25 
SHERLOCK HOLMES | 10:10 am, 12:10, 
1:10, 3:10, 4:15, 6:20, 7:20, 9:20, 10:20 
AVATAR | 8:45 

AVATAR 3-D | 10:30 am, 11:30 am 
2:15, 3:15, 6, 7, 9:45 | Fri-Sat: 10:30 
THE BLIND SIDE | 10:40 am, 1:40, 
4:40, 7:40 | Fri-Sat: 10:40 | Sun-Thurs: 
10:30 

DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MOR- 
GANS? | 11:45 am, 2:45, 5:20, 8 | 
Fri-Sat: 10:50 | Sun-Thurs: 10:40 
INVICTUS | 12:45, 3:50, 7:10, 10:15 
THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG | 10:45 
am, 1:30, 4:10, 6:45, 9:15 

UP IN THE AIR | 11:15 am, 12:50, 2, 
3:40, 4:45, 6:30, 7:30, 9:10, 10:10 


HINGHAM 


Loring Hall Cinema, 65 Main St | 
781.749.1400 

Please call to confirm bookings and 
times 

PARIS | 4:15, 7 [no Thurs] | Fri-Sat 
3:40 

THE POLAR EXPRESS | Sat: 10:45 am, 1 
THE NUTCRACKER | Sun, Wed-Thurs 
noon, 2 


NEWBURYPORT 


Screening Room, 82 State St | 
978.462.3456 

THE MEN WHO STARE AT GOATS | 
Fri-Sat: 6:30, 8:45 | Sat: 4:15 | Sun: 5:15 
| Sun-Thurs: 7:30 


NEWTON 

West Newton Cinema, 1296 Washing- 
ton St | 617.964.6060 

IT’S COMPLICATED | 12:50, 3:40, 6:15, 
8:50 

NINE | 1, 3:35, 6:05, 8:40 

SHERLOCK HOLMES | 12:45, 3:35, 

6:10, 8:45 

THE BLIND SIDE | S 

FANTASTIC MR. FOX | Sat-Thurs: 12:15 
THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG | 11 arn 
[no Fri], 1:25, 4,6, 8 

UP IN THE AIR | 11 am [no Fri], 1:15, 
2:30, 3:50, 6:25, 7:55, 8:50 


RANDOLPH 


Showcase Cinema, Rte 139 | 

781.963.5600 

Please call to confirm bookings and 

for times 

ARMORED 

AVATAR 

AVATAR 3-D 

THE BLIND SIDE 

BROTHERS 

DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE 
MORGANS? 

DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 

INVICTUS 

NINJA ASSASSIN 

PRECIOUS 

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG 

2012 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON 

UP IN THE AIR 


REVERE 

Showcase Cinema, Rte 1 and Squire 

Rd | 781.286.1660 

Please call to confirm bookings and 

for tirnes 

ARMORED 

AVATAR 

AVATAR 3-0 

THE BLIND SIDE 

BROTHERS 

DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE 
MORGANS? 

DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 

INVICTUS 

NINJA ASSASSIN 

OLD DOGS 

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG 

2012 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON 


SALEM 


Museum Place Cinemas, Church St 
at East India Square | 978.744.3700 
IT’S COMPLICATED | 2:30, S, 7.30 | Sat: 
10 | Sat-Thurs: 11:30 am 

SHERLOCK HOLMES | 1:45, 4:30, 7:15 | 
Sat: 9:50 | Sat-Thurs: 11 am 

ONG BAK 2: THE BEGINNING | 2:10, 
5:15 [no Tues], 7:40 | Sat: 9:45 | Sat- 
Thurs: noon 


THE PRINCESS ANO THE FROG | 
2, 4:15, 6:45 | Sat: 9 | Sat-Thurs 
11:45 am 


SOMERVILLE THEATRE 
55 Davis Square | 617.625.5700 

IT’S COMPLICATED | 4:40, 7.10 | Fri- 
Wed: 9:40 | Sat-Thurs: 2 

SHERLOCK HOLMES | 4:15, 7:30 | Fri- 
Wed: 10:20 | Sat-Thurs: 1:15 

THE BLIND SIDE | 4:30, 7:10 | Fri-Wed 
9:55 | Sat-Thurs: 1:45 

DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MOR- 
GANS? | 4:45, 7:15 | Fri-Wed: 9:30 | 
Sat-Thurs: 2:15 

INVICTUS | 4:10, 7 | Fri-Wed: 9:45 | 
Sat-Thurs: 1:20 


WALTHAM 


Embassy Cinema, 16 Pine St | 
781.736.7852 

AVATAR | Fri-Sun: 5, 8:30 | Fri-Sun, 
Thurs: 1:35 | Mon-Wed: 2:50, 7:30 | 
Thurs: 6 

BROKEN EMBRACES | Fri-Sun: 3:50, 
6:50, 9:40 | Fri-Sun, Thurs: 12:55 | 
Mon-Wed: 2:10, 5, 8 | Thurs: 3:40, 
6:40 

INVICTUS | Fri-Sun: 3:40, 6:40, 9:35 
| Fri-Sun, Thurs: 12.45 | Mon-Wed: 2, 
4:50, 7:50 | Thurs: 3:30, 6:30 


PRECIOUS | Fri-Sun: 4, 7, 9:30 | Fri-Sun, 


Thurs: 1:05 | Mon-Wed: 2:20, 4:50, 8:10 
| Thurs: 3:50, 6:50 

THE ROAD Fri-Sun: 4:10, 9:45 
Fri-Sun, Thurs: 1:15 | Mon-Wed: 2:30, 5, 
7:40 | Thurs: 4,7 

THE YOUNG VICTORIA | Fri-Sun 
4:20, 7:20, 9:50 | Fri-Sun, Thurs: 1:25 
| Mon-Wed: 2:40, 5:10, 8:20 | Thurs 
4:10, 7:10 


WEYMOUTH 


Cameo Theatre, Columbia Square, 
South Weymouth | 781.335.2777 
Please cali to confirm bookings and 
times 

DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MOR- 
GANS? | 5:15, 7:30 [no Thurs] | Fri-Sat 
9:40 | Sat-Sun, Thurs: 12:45, 3 
DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL | S | 
Sat-Sun: 1, 3 

EVERYBODY'S FINE | Fri-Tues: 7:15 | 
Fri-Sat: 9:20 


WOBURN 


Showcase, Main St, Middlesex Canal 
Park | 781.933.5330 
Please call to confirm bookings and 
for times 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: 
THE SQUEAKQUEL 
AVATAR 
AVATAR 3-D 
THE BLIND SIDE 
BROTHERS 
DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE 
MORGANS? 
DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
INVICTUS 
THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG 
THE ROAD 
THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON 
UP IN THE AIR 


FILM SPECIALS 


BOSTON 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Copley Square, Boston | 617.536.5400 | 
Free admission 

BABES IN TOYLAND | Mon: 6 
DANGEROUS LIAISONS | Thurs: 2 


THE INSTITUTE 
CONTEMPORARY ART 
100 Northern Ave, Boston | 
617.478.3103 | $10; $8 students 
“ICA FILMS ON ART: PROGRAM 1” | 
Sat-Sun: noon | Thurs: 1 

“ICA FILMS ON ART: PROGRAM 2” | 
Sat-Sun: 1| Thurs: 2 

“ICA FILMS ON ART: PROGRAM 3” | 
Sat-Sun: 2 | Thurs: 3 

“ICA FILMS ON ART: PROGRAM 4” | 
Sat-Sun: 3 


MUSEUM 
FINE ARTS 


465 Huntington Ave, Boston | 
617.369.3300 | $9; $8 for students 
and seniors unless otherwise 
noted 

THE HEIRESS | Sat: 10:30 am 
SUNSET BOULEVARD | Sat: | 
THE LADY EVE | Sat: 3:20 

& PLACE IN THE SUN | Sun: 11 am 
VERTIGO | Sun: 1:30 | Wed: 7 

TO CATCH A THIEF | Wed: 2 
REAR WINDOW | Wed: 4:30 
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REVIEWS 


OUR RATING 


Good 
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Not Good 


Stinks 


4. 


DANGEROUS LIAISONS Michelle Pfeiffer can believe the D-man. 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: 
THE SQUEAKQUEL | 2009 | Lance 
Gould's review is on page 23. | 88m 
| Boston Common + Fenway + Fresh 
Pond + Chestnut Hill + suburbs 

®® ARMORED | 2009 | In view of 
its credentials, Armored should be a 
lay-up. The great cinematographer 
Andrzej Sekula (Pulp Fiction) gives 

it a tawdry, textured realism, and 
the pulsating score by Jon Gary 
Steele keeps it driving even when 
it’s in idle. The cast of grizzled 
veterans includes Jean Reno, Fred 
Ward, and Laurence Fishburne. 

So how did things go so sideways? 
That pretty much boils down to the 
hodge-podge story, which, written 
by James V. Simpson and directed 
by Nimréd Antal (Kontroll), takes a 
boilerplate armor-car heist staged 
by the cash-strapped guards (a la 
The Underneath or Criss Cross) and 
fuses it with the warehouse hideout 
from Reservoir Dogs. The perform- 
ers, headed by Matt Dillon and 
Columbus Short as the two jackers 
at odds when the plan goes awry, 
bite into their roles with fervor, but 
Simpson's dialogue flies like a flat- 
footed homage to Mamet or Taran- 
tino. | 88m | Fresh Pond [tentative] 
+ suburbs 

@® AVATAR | 2008 | Prociaim- 

ing itself as the next phase in the 
development of cinema, James 
Cameron's new opus invests hun- 
dreds of millions in cutting-edge 
CGI and 3-D processes (not to men- 
tion state-of-the-art PR and market- 
ing) for the paradoxical purpose 

of informing the viewer that such 
unnatural indulgences are bad for 
us. It's the 22nd century, and Jake 
Sully (a convincingly inarticulate 
Sam Worthington) is a paraplegic 
Marine veteran who's offered a 
new life by participating in the 
“Avatar” program in which humans 
are bonded with the “Na’'vi,” the 
indigenous homanids on the planet 
Pandora. Sully and his avatar then 
go to work with a scientific team 
headed by curmudgeonly Dr. Grace 
Augustine (Aliens alumna Sigourney 


Weaver, chainsmeking im ltes 


acting ) that’s trying to learn about 
the native animist culture. But he’s 
also being wooed by wicked Colonel 
Quaritch (Stephen Lang), who picks 
his brain for intel atout the Na'vi's 
defenses in their thousand foot tall 
“Hometree.” What follows should 
not come as a surprise to anyone 
who's seen Dances With Wolves, Star- 
ship Troopers, Apocalypse Now. Return of 
the Jedi, District 9 or any of the other 
score or so othe: movies that Cam- 
eron has spliced together for this 
ersatz epic. | 150m | Boston Common 
+ Fenway + Harvard Square + Chest- 
nut Hill + Embassy + Arlington Capitol 
+ suburbs 


BABES IN TOYLAND | 1962 | Tommy 
Sands and Annette Funicello star 
as, yes, Tom Piper and Mary Quite 
Contrary in this seldom-screened 
Disney musical. Tom and Mary 
hope to marry, but mean Barnaby 
(Ray Bolger) is scherning to drown 
Tom and steal Mary's sheep so she'll 
have to marry him. With Ann jillian 
as Mother Goose plus, of course, 
Tommy Kirk; Jack Donohue directs. 
| 106m | BPL: Mon 

®®® THE BLIND SIDE | 2009 | It's 
tough for any self-respecting critic 
to refrain from joyously tackling 

a movie — so it’s a good thing The 
Blind Side isn’t one. Although this 
true-story drama stars guilty-till- 
proved-innocent romantic-comedy 
queen Sandra Bullock, it’s first-and- 
foremost a well-executed bio-pic of 
Baltimore Ravens rookie Michael 
Oher. Before attaining All-Ameri- 
can status at Ole Miss, Oher was a 
homeless adolescent in Memphis 
whose life was redirected thanks 

to a loving white and wealthy fam- 
ily. Absent powe: ful camerawork 
and inspired acting, this could 
have been a glorified Lifetime spe- 
cial, but without adding too much 
cheese, director John Lee Hancock 
channels genuine emotion from 
the Michael Lewis book (and the 
reality) that prompted this mov- 
ing chronicle. Not that you'd guess 
what's in store from the trailers, 


which artentpt Side » » »Comtinuedon p44... 


as Mandingo meets Wildcats and Dan- 
gerous Minds. | 126m | Boston Common 
+ Fenway + Chestnut Hill [tentative] 
+ somerville Theatre + West Newton 
+ suburbs 

BROKEN EMBRACES |LOS ABRA- 
ZOS ROTOS)| 2009 | Peter Keough’s 
review is on page 22. | Spanish | 127m 
| Kendall Square + Embassy 

}®%© BROTHERS | 2009 | Opera- 
tion Enduring Freedom seems to 
have replaced Vietnam as Holly- 
wood’s go-to military quagmire 
from which to dredge gut-wrench- 
ing meditations on the psychologi- 
cal carnage of war. July brought The 
Hurt Locker, Novernber The Messenger. 
Now, we have Brothers, Jim Sheri- 
dan’s remake of Danish director Su- 
sanne Bier’s 2004 film Bredre, to kick 
up comparisons with The Deer Hunter. 
Having inherited a devotion to the 
Marines from his 'Nam-vet dad 
(Sam Shepard), golden boy Sam Ca- 
hill (Tobey Maguire) leaves behind 
his wife (Natalie Portman) and kids 
for a fourth tour in Afghanistan, 
where he’s captured and tortured 
by Taliban fighters. Presuming him 
dead, the Cahill clan grieves and 
bonds anew, and Sam's black-sheep 
ex-con brother, Tommy (Jake Gyl- 
lenhaal), finds a new foothold in 
life. But when Sam is rescued and 
returns home a hollow-eyed, rage- 
filled shadow of his former self, the 
family must confront its ghosts. 
Not content simply to bang the “war 
is hell” gong, Brothers is an elegant 
and devastating exploration of 
identity. | 10m | Boston Common + 
Fenway [tentative] + Arlington Capi- 
tol + suburbs 


®© CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF 
MEATBALLS | 2009 | This bizarre 
animated adaptation of Judi Barrett's 
cult-classic children’s book by Phil 
Lord and Chris Miller ladles up much 
to chew on yet little that’s appetiz- 
ing. Burgers, pancakes, and pasta 
do rain from the sky, but here mis- 
hap-prone scientist Flint (Bill Hader) 
invents the mealtime meteorology 
to impress his disapproving dad 
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LE COMBAT DANS VILE | 1962 
Cerald Peary's review 


French 


is on page 23 
Brattle: all week 


104m 


LIAISONS 
1988 


n 


NOM 


uischievously as he sets up his 
ey. He seeks to topple Madame de 
ie Pfeiffer) from the 
us and marital 
gives a touch 
m of wounded puri 
lose as Merteuil and 
an as a breasts-revealing 
BPL: Thurs 
A DANSE: LE BALLET DE 
LOPERA DE PARIS | 2009 | Frederick 
n's documentary is a love 
re Palais Car 
Ba je gets a 
Opera Ballet 
y and audience, 
Wiseman’s usual 
ID of the dancers (apart 
dd first name), no ID of 
seven works they rehearse 
m what you 
, few subtitles. Wise 
Ta wanders upstairs, 
s, backstage, and even to 
op apiary; we see 
tors (all black), we 
visit the cafeteria (steam-table broc 
coli even in Paris), we listen in as the 
f discuss a lunch for benefactors 
earsals seem to emphasize 
the choreographer's idea 
»pposed to letting the dancers 
dance), and when Medea pours blood 
over her children in Angelin Preljo- 
caj’s Le songe de Médée or the women 
Start sce: ng in Mats Ek’s La mai- 
son de Bernarda, Wiseman is apt as not 


to cut back to the sunlit city. 


it's love 


placards 


staff 


French 
Stuart Street Playhouse + 
olidee Corner [Mini-Max] 
DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MOR- 
GANS? | 2009 in time to round 


n power couple, 
T scene, enter the 


TIO 


NOW PLAYING THEATRES EVERYWHERE 
CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATRES AND SHOWTIMES 


witness-protection program, and are 
sent to Ray, Wyoming, about as far 
from a Starbucks as you can get in 
the lower 48. Will these city slickers 
learn something about real values 
while stranded in a big, empty red 
state? Will Lawrence mock both red 
necks and greenhorns with equally 
unfunny results and then beat us 
over the head with his fetishizing 
of parenthood? And why isn’t there 
a federal program to protect people 
from witnessing movies like this? 
96m | Boston Common + Fenway + 
Harvard Square + Somerville Theatre + 
Chestnut Hill + suburbs 
OIE HARD 2: DIE HARDER | 1990 
The sequel multiplies everything 
that exploded, shattered, drew 
blood, or made noise in the original 
while diminishing its wit, charac- 
terization, coherence, and plausibil- 
ity. This time out, John McClane 
(Bruce Willis) battles commandos 
who've taken over John Foster Dulles 
Airport to free a Noriega-like Latin 
American dictator extradited to the 
US to face drug charges. The gore is 
graphic and relentless and not ame- 
liorated by the film's complete con- 
tempt for credibility. Sequels don't 
get smarmier or more cynical than 
this. With Bonnie Bedelia back as 
Holly McClane and William Atherton 
as Richard Thornburg, plus William 
Sadler as the commando leader and 
Franco Nero as the drug lord; Renny 
Harlin directs. | 124m | Coolidge Cor- 
ner: Fri-Sat midnight 
DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS 
CAROL | 2009 | Charies Dickens 
made a mint with readings of A 
but a century and 
ological progress 
ot been kind to the property. 
Thanks to Robert Zemeckis’s state 
of-the-art 2-D performance-capture 
animation, audiences can now enjoy 
the spectacle of Jacob Marley's ghost 
Cary Oldman) spewing spit in their 
laps. Or Bob Cratchit (Oldman again 
looking like Collum in a waistcoat. 
Or endless sequences of the camera 
flying over a snow-globe-like Lon 
don. And there's something about 
the process that frees up actors to de- 
liver their hammiest performances, 
especially Jim Carrey as Scrooge and 
all three Chosts. Man, that Chost of 
Christmas Present sure can laugh 
Zemeckis does conjure his canny 
Back to the Future period when he plays 
games with the notion of time. But 
the best part of this Christmas Carol is 
the end, when the ugly animation 
metamorphoses back into the pages 
of a book. | 95m | Boston Common + 
Arlington Capitol + suburbs 


AN EDUCATION | 2009) As 
Jenny, the clever London ingénue 
who anchors this effortless 1960s 
drama from Danish director Lone 
Scherfig (Italian for Beginners, Wilbur 
Wants To Kill Himseif), Carey Mulligan 
might well put you in mind of Au- 
drey Hepburn in Roman Holiday. jenny 
is headed for Oxford till she gets 
caught in a rainstorm and accepts 

a ride from David (Peter Sarsgaard, 
good despite a weak British accent), 
a Jewish businessman and “music 
lover” more than twice her age. He 
charms her parents (Alfred Molina 
and Cara Seymour), and a Ravel con 
cert followed by “a spot of supper™ 
leads to a trip to Oxford and, ulti 
mately, a weekend (and, yes, a con 
troversial one in light of the age dif 
ference) in Paris to celebrate her 17th 
birthday. Scherfig avoids most of the 
pitfalls of the coming-of-age genre. 
She falters slightly with the conclu- 
sion, but her tight direction coupled 
with Nick Hornby’s screenplay, the 
wonderful performances (don't over- 
look Olivia Williams as a concerned 
teacher), the lush cinematography, 
and the pre-swinging ‘6os produc- 
tion design makes An Education worth 
studying. | 97m | Kendall Square 


®© FANTASTIC MR. FOX | 2009 
| Count us among the few not cap- 
tivated by Anderson’s animated 


IT’S COMPLICATED Streep and Alec Baldwin look like keep simple. 


adaptation of Roald Dahl's book 

—- we found it as stilted and twee 
as the title canid’s tippy-toe gait. 
Despite Fox's insouciance, which is 
enhanced by George Clooney's suave 
goofiness and Anderson's doodling 
details, his story is a familiar one: 
former chicken hunter subdued by 
marriage (the wife voiced by Meryl 
Streep) and a runty son (who is “dif- 
ferent,” another clichéd trope) into 
a suffocating career as a journalist. 
And so, one last big heist, which 
entangles the whole weird Wind in 
the Willows community. From the 
Davy Crockett theme song at the 
start to a kid named Kristofferson, 
Anderson's cuteness often cloys. 
“I'm a wild animal,” Mr. Fox ob- 
serves. If only that were so. | 88m 

| Fenway [tentative] + Stuart Street 
Playhouse + Kendall Square + West 
Newton + suburbs 


®®®© THE HEIRESS | 1949 | The 
dialogue (by Ruth and Augustus 
Goetz) here is overwritten: it’s based 
on a stage version of Henry James's 
Washington Square that makes the story 
seem much more old-fashioned than 
it is. But the director is that master 
craftsman William Wyler, and the 
three leading actors do some remark- 
able things with their roles. As 
Catherine Sloper, whose plainness is 
the curse of her life, Olivia de Havil- 
land suggests the kind of desperate 
Tomanticism that can lead to acts of 
grand revenge and pitiable self-de- 
struction. Montgomery Clift displays 
tremendous charm in the role of 

the adventurer who courts her for 
her fortune; his sexual vitality feels 
contemporary, but it does explain 
Catherine's blindness to his wiles. 
And as Catherine's father, whose 
disappointment with her has made 
him vicious, Ralph Richardson is 
nothing short of magnificent. With 
Miriam Hopkins, who's charming, 
and an unmemorable Aaron Copland 
score. | 115m | MFA: Sat 

®®© THE HOUSE OF THE DEVIL | 
2009 | When it comes to the horror 
genre, suspense is in, gore is out 

— just compare the box-office gross- 
es for writer/director Oren Peli’s 
Paranormal Activity with the anemic 
returns from the latest Saw entry. 
Less is more, and writer/director/ 
editor Ti West knows it — until he 
forgets near the end of this babysit- 
ter-in-peril nailbiter. College stu- 
dent Samantha (Jocelin Donahue), 
all feathered hair and mom jeans, 
might remind you of Margot Kid. 
der in The Amityville Horror — which 
seems about right, given this film's 
*80s-set creepy-house tableau. Tom 
Noonan and Mary Woronov are just 
right (or wrong) as her employers, 
the Ulmans, but the film doesn't 
get dark enough. Strange, since it's 
set during a lunar eclipse. | 95m | 
Coolidge Corner: Fri-Sat midnight 


INVICTUS | 2009 | Clint East 
weod's film is the story of the South 
Africa Springboks’ victory in the 
1995 Rugby World Cup, but his focus 
not so much the virtually all-white 
team’s captain, Francois Pienaar 

as played by Matt Damon, stolid 
and functional as a doorknob), as 

it is President Nelson Mandela (a 
detailed and affecting Morgan Free- 
man), who risked his reputation to 
insist that the Spri oks — long a 
symbol of South African apartheid 
— be allowed to keep their tradition- 
al name and colors. Invictus might 
not be Eastwood's most inventive 
movie, but it is one of his shrewdest 
— Mandela's tightrope walk be- 
tween satisfying his supporters and 
unifying the country is rendered 
with particular subtlety. And even 
those unacquainted with rugby will 
be moved by the match itself, the 
sweat and blood and groans of the 
scrums and the torturous progress 
to an exhausting overtime victory. 

| 134m | Boston Common + Fenway + 
Harvard Square + Somervilie Theatre 
+ Embassy + suburbs 

IT’S COMPLICATED | 2009 | Mike 
Miliard’s review is on page 23. | 19m 
| Boston Common + Fenway + Harvard 
Square + Somerville Theatre + Chest- 
nut Hill + West Newton + suburbs 


®@ THE LADY EVE | 1941) 
Barbara Stanwyck and Henry Fonda 
are a spectacularly funny match in 
Preston Sturges’s sublime comedy, 
about a con woman who falls for her 
target, the heir to a beer fortune. 
This is the movie in which Fonda 
arrives late to a dinner party, miss- 
ing the first two courses, and is told 
by the little old lady beside him, 
“The fish was a poem.” Charles 
Coburn, Eugene Pallette, Eric Blore, 
and assorted members of Sturges’s 
stock company (most memorably 
William Demarest) co-star. A bit 
of trivia: the original title for this 
screwball classic was Two Bad Hats. | 
b&w | 97m | MFA: Sat 


®®® ME AND ORSON WELLES | 
2009 | When Christian McKay first 
shows up in Richard Linklater’s 
adaptation of Robert Kaplow’s novel 
about 21-year-old Orson Welles’s 
adaptation of Julius Caesar in 1938, he 
resembles Oscar Wilde more than 
Orson Welles. Once he starts talk- 
ing, though, he evokes the great 
auteur's spell, and the film emerges 
from a workmanlike backstage dra- 
ma and an engaging coming-of-age 
story into an exhilarating and am- 


bivalent celebration of genius. It's 
too bad that we see McKay's Wellies 
only indirectly, from the point of 
view of 17-year-old Richard Samuels 
(Zac Efron), a cocky high-school 
student with ambitions that mirror 
Welles’s own. But Linklater does a 
fine job of re-creating what Welles 
wrought on the Mercury Theatre 
stage, and he keeps the off-stage 
business involving New Yorker short- 
story aspirant Cretta (Zoe Kazan, 
Elia’s granddaughter) and Welles’s 
secretary, Sonja (Claire Danes), un- 
predictable. | 113m | Arlington Capitol 
}@© THE MEN WHO STARE AT 
GOATS | 2009 | Instead of focusing 
on the bizarre and disturbing ma- 
terial Jon Ronson unearths in his 
book, first-timer Crant Heslov and 
scriptwriter Peter Straughan focus 
on the journalist himself, or rather 
a feeble stand-in, Bob Wilton (Ewan 
McGregor). A reporter for a small 
Midwest paper, Wilton’s distraught 
when his wife dumps him, so he 
decides to be all that he can be by 
shipping out to the killing zone. 
That Army slogan, it turns out, was 
coined by fictitious composite char- 
acter Bill Django (Jeff Bridges), who 
was also founder of the top secret 
“New Earth Army,” an attempt to 
revamp the military via post-hippie 
faux mysticism, psychic flim-flam- 
mery, and assorted mumbo-jumbo 
to create a breed of Cl Jedi Warriors. 
Wilton learns about Django when 
he bumps into Lyn Cassady (George 
Clooney), one of Django’s retired 
but still bug-eyed acolytes. The 
flashbacks to the '8o0s heyday of 
Django’s flaky unit make the film 
worth seeing — it’s M*A*S*H with 
hallucinogens, or The Summer of Love 
in camos. But the frame story set in 
Iraq tries to steer the easy path be- 
tween brutal farce and harsh reality 
and ends up nowhere. | 93m | Fresh 
Pond [tentative] 

®@® THE MESSENGER | 2003 | 
Oren Moverman’s feature-length 
debut is a little like The Hurt Locker 

in the way it uncomfortably probes 
a little-known military organelle. 
But this Iraq War film trades the 
landmine-riddled desert for the 
more stealthily treacherous suburbs, 
as Staff Sergeant Will Montgomery 
(Ben Foster) returns from combat on- 
ly to be shanghai'd into the Army's 
Casualty Notification service, whose 
operatives do the gut-wrenching job 
of delivering death notices to sol- 
diers’ next of kin. Wili’s bristly men- 
tor, Tony (Woody Harrelson), advises 
him to “stick to the script.” And you 
suspect that The Messenger itself will 
follow formula when fate decrees 
thar Will fall for war widow Olivia 
(Samantha Morton). Yet something 
far more complicated blossoms. The 
movie may start out clunky, but as 
Will and Tony wander from house 

to house, surfing “a fucking ocean 
of grief,” their icy carapaces melt, 
old wounds reopen, and things get 
interesting. | 105m | Coolidge Corner: 
Screening Room 


entury novel, Les liaisons dangereuses 
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doubt approaching juno screenwriter Diablo Cody's 
venture into horror comedy with gritted teeth, 
expecting the cinematic equivalent of being blud- 
geoned into a bloody pulp by an adorable novelty 
hamburger phone spewing snappy quips out of its 
receiver. Which is exactly what you get — yet it’s 
strangely enjoyable. Karyn Kusama’s film pits the 
dorky Anita, a/k/a “Needy” (Amanda Seyfried), 
against her cruel, smoldering-hot BFF Jennifer 
(Megan Fox), who happens to be a boy-slaughter- 
ing succubus. It’s all so over the top, it just kind 
of works — there's something delightful about 
watching a jailbait hottie cooing “You're just Jell-O 
‘Cuz you're not invited” one moment and slurping 
the entrails out of a pulverized jock’s thoracic cav- 
ity the next. Redolent of such works as Heathers, 
Ginger Snaps, and even True Blood, Jennifer's Body 
may not be the freshest cadaver, but it’s a rather 


@®@®© PARANORMAL ACTIVITY | 2009 | The 
“normal” puts the chills in Paranormal Activities 
The illusion of amateur camerawork and everyday 
life can make a moving door or a shadow a lot scar- 
ier than an elaborate CGI effect, as The Blair Witch 
Project (1999) proved. In what seems a homemade 
Ghost Hunters episode, yuppie couple Micah (Micah 
Sloat) and Katie (Katie Featherstone) use a video 
camera to find out what's been going bump in 
the night. By the time they get to “Night #20.” 
things have gotten a little repetitious and predict- 
able, but Oren Peli in his feature debut has a few 
jolts in store, and the natural performances of the 
cast and the aura of reality provided by the video 
format keep the tension high. Peli also has some- 
thing more than cheap thrills in mind, as the film 
unobtrusively explores the nature of male/female 
relationships and of filmmaking itself. It does much 
the same job as Lars von Trier’s Antichrist, without 


exquisite corpse all the same. | 102m 


NINE | 2009 | Peter Keough’s review 
is on page 23. | 110m | Boston Com- 
mon + Fenway + Kendall Square + 
West Newton + suburbs 

®® NINJA ASSASSIN | 2009 | So 
much blood splashes across the 
screen in James McTeigue's martial- 
arts madness, you'd think the hu- 
man body consisced of nothing but. 
Geysers erupt f.om sword slashes 
and heads explode iu red splats. 
McTeigue, who cut his teeth as 

an assistant director on the Matrix 
series and made his name with V 

for Vendetta, certainly gets the CCI 
eviscerations right. But not sc much 
the plot. Much of the action in this 
slapdash of far superior chopsockies 
centers in Berlin, where a Europol 
agent (Naomie Harris) links a series 
of killings to an ancient order of nin- 
jas. That's enough to stir up a swarm 
of black-clad Asian assassins, and 
only a rogue ninja named Raizo (Ko- 
rean pop star Rain) can do anything 
about it. The hellish orphanage story 
told in kung fu-style flashbacks has 
its moments, but the here and now 
in Germany might leave you wishing 
for a rerun of Enter the Dragon or The 
Killer Elite. | 99m | Fenway [tentative] + 
Fresh Pond [tentative] + suburbs 


® OLD DOGS | 2009 | Director Walt 
Becker reteams with his Road Hogs 
star and apparent muse John Tra- 
volta for another execrable entry in 
the aging-boomer buddy “comedy” 
genre. Travolta smarms it up as 


Charlie, the babe-bagging counter- 
point to Robin Williams's earnest 
sad sack Dan, who mopes about 
failed love and takes off his shirt way 
too often. The two sports marketers 
are gunning for a big Japanese ac- 
count when Dan’s former fling (Kelly 
Preston) shows up, tells him he’s the 
father of her seven-year-old twins 
(Conner Rayburn and Travolta’s 
daughter Ella Bleu), and dumps the 
office-upending kids on him for two 
weeks. From there, the cringingly 
unfunny fart, crotch, and urine gags 
uncork at 15-minute intervals; racist 
and homophobic jokes — an inspired 
contrast to the violin-backed family- 
values crap — are equally well paced. 
The only amusing scenes involve 
facial paralysis and a gorilla. Old Dogs 
is notable for being Bernie Mac's last 
film. Too bad it’s not Becker’s. | 88m 
| Fresh Pond [tentative] 


®@®® A PLACE IN THE SUN | 

1951 | George Stevens's film version 
of Theodore Dreiser’s An American 
Tragedy, whatever its distortions as 
adaptation, is a spectacularly moving 
drama on its own terms. When the 
poor-boy hero (Montgomery Clift), 
who's in love with a beautiful rich 
girl (Elizabeth Taylor), takes his preg- 
nant fiancée (Shelley Winters) out 
for a row on the lake, he means to 
drown her, then changes his mind; 
the boat capsizes and she drowns 
without his help. The screenplay (by 
Michael Wilson and Harry Brown) 
seems to condemn him for his un- 
acted-on homicidal desires, but Clift 
and Taylor give such touching (and 
beautifully directed) performances 


the gory details. 


| 99m 


that you don’t buy it — you walk 
away believing their romance is the 
only morality. | b&w | 122m | MFA: Sun 
® PLANET 51 | 2009 | The opening 
for the latest animated kids’ fantasy 
is promising — but it’s for another 
movie. Two teens parked in lovers’ 
lane are about to smooch when a 
giant, one-eyed, inescapably phal- 
lic alien appears. An homage to the 
1953 War of the Worlds ensues. Then the 
camera pulls back and we discover 
that what we’re watching is on a 
movie screen in a theater on the title 
planet, a retro-world of green aliens 
who enjoy the bucolic bliss and para- 
noia of US culture. Everybody's 
terrified by the threat of alien inva- 
sion, and when it does come, it’s a 
NASA astronaut (Dwayne Johnson) 
who's a cowardly and inane version 
of Buzz Lightyear. Dorky teenage 
Lem (Justin Long) grudgingly helps 
protect the “alien” from the authori- 
ties, with the assistance of a Wall+E- 
like robot. It's all a creepy mishmash 
of sci-fi and fantasy classics that 
director Jorge Blanco tarts up with 
an unwholesome preoccupation with 
pee, anal plugs, and homosexual 
anxiety. | 88m | Fresh Pond [tentative] 
®®® PRECIOUS | 2009 | Adapted 
from the novel Push by Sapphire, 
who might be a little too beholden 
to Alice Walker’s The Color Purple, this 
film about an illiterate, overweight, 
pregnant Harlem teen in 1987 comes 
close to collapsing into exploita- 
tion or self-parody. But thanks to 
an extraordinary performance by 
Gabourey Sidibe in the title role, it 
doesn’t. Together with director Lee 
Daniels, she creates a character and 
a point of view that makes the most 
outlandish excesses — Precious’s 
father has been raping her since 
Continued on p 46 
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apocalyptic Pulitzer-winning novel 
us with images of better days: 
sunshine, leaves and blossoms, bird 
and voices. Then lights flash 
rough a window at night, and all 


is an unnamed father 
nsen) and son (Kodi 
McPhee) living out of a shop 
Cart equipped with a rear-view 
or that they push through end 
less vistas of ash, ses, 
and ruin. The plot gets a little re 
petitive: danger, flight, repose, and 
danger again, as the man and the 
boy progress along the wreck-strewn 
highway and pass the monotonous 
panorama of spectacular nothing- 
ness to some spurious refuge by the 
sea. But Smit-McPhee not only con- 
veys the child's terror, he also evokes 
genuine decency and moral clarity. 
And when the father, carrying the 
boy on his back, hobbles after the 
thief (Michael Kenneth Williams 
who's stumbling away with the 
precious shopping cart and all their 
belongings, we get a wrenching 
sequence — a kind of reverse Good 
Samaritan parable — that’s more 
powerful on screen than on the 

page. | 113m | Kendall Square + Em- 
bassy + suburbs 

®® THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE 
SHOW | 1975 | This horror-camp 
extravaganza still draws midnight 
crowds. Its story of two dorky, all 
American kids (Barry Bostwick and 
Susan Sarandon) who find them 
selves indoctrinated into the pan 
sexual ways of Dr. Frank-N-Furter is 
no more outrageous than La Cage aux 
Folles, but only a curmudgeon would 
deny the magnetism of Tim Curry, 
whose lip-smacking rendition of 
“Sweet Transvestite” remains one of 
the high points in all of cult mov 
ies. Jim Sharman directs. | 100m | 
Harvard Square: Sat midnight 


joke, co 


> A SERIOUS MAN | 2009 

joel and Ethan Coen put the sad 
back in sadism with this story of 

the tials and tribulations of Jewish 
intellectual Larry Copnik (Michael 
Stuhlbarg, who resembles a younger 
Eugene Levy). His wife (Sari Len- 
nick) is cheating on him, he's up for 
tenure at the Midwestern university 
where he teaches physics, his brother 
Arthur (Richard Kind) is draining a 
cyst, the Columbia Record Club is 
dunning him. At times, the film is as 
much a Jobean ordeal for the viewer 
as it is for Larry — must his teenage 
son, Danny (Aaron Wolff), call him 
on the phone while he’s weeping in 
the office of his lawyer (Adam Arkin) 
to complain that the reception for F 
Troop is still fuzzy? But every time the 
black humor and the caricatures be 
come overbearing, the Coens take off 
on an inexplicable, mind-blowing, 
brutally funny tangent. In this film, 
they suggest that they, too, might be 
butts of the cosmic joke of life. | 105m 
| Arlington Capito! 

SHERLOCK HOLMES | 2009 | Michael 
Atkinson's review is on page 22 

134m | Boston Common + Fenway + 
Harvard Square + Somerville Theatre + 
Chestnut Hill + West Newton + suburbs 
A SINGLE MAN | 2009 | Peter Ke 
ough’s review is on page 22. | 39m | 
Kendall Square + Coolidge Corner 

SUNSET BOULEVARD | 
1950 | The perverse, acidic screen 
play — by Charles Brackett, D.M. 
Marshman Jr., and the director, 
Billy Wilder — includes the famous 
meeting between down-and-out 
scriptwriter Joe Cillis (William 
Holden) and silent movie star 
Norma Desmond (Cloria Swanson), 
which every film buff can recite 
from memory. (“You're Norma 
Desmond. You used to be big.” “I 
am big. It's the pictures that got 
small.”) One of Wilder's best, this 
movie combines gothic extrava- 
gance with an insider's view of 
Hollywood. What distinguishes it 
is its cynical tone, and Holden's 
fabulous performance. He gives 

us Joe's opportunism, emotional 
generosity, desperation, and self- 
disgust. With Cecil B. DeMille and 
Buster Keaton as themselves, and 
Erich von Stroheim as the Butler. | 
b&w | 110m | MFA: Sat 


®®® TO CATCH A THIEF | 1955 | 
Alfred Hitchcock's romantic thriller 
is delightful and elegant but also 
one of his lightest works. Cary 
Crant is the reformed cat burglar 
forced to prove his innocence when 
the Riviera is plagued by a series 
of jewel thefts. The cool, incred. 
ibly ravishing Crace Kelly is the 
American society girl attracted to 
his suavity and dangerousness and 
then angered when she suspects 
him of having stolen her mother’s 
jewels. Hitchcock makes great 
use of the Riviera setting, and he 
stages a seduction in front of fire 
works that may be his single most 
erotic scene. With John Williams, 
amusingly befuddled as the British 
insurance investigator, and Jessie 
Royce Landis in an appealingly 
earthy turn as Crace’s mom. | 106m 
MFA: Wed 
®® THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW 
MOON | 20098 | Chris Weitz comes 
on board to direct Twilight's hotly 
awaited sequel, New Moon, but the 
second bite doesn't sate quite like 
the first. Bella (Kristen Stewart) 
celebrates her 18th birthday with 
vampire boyfriend Edward (Robert 
Pattinson); when she gets a paper 
cut at the party, however, one of 
Edward's brothers loses control 
of his blood lust. Concerned for 
Bella's safety, Edward and his 
vampire family leave town. Bella 
then develops damsel-in-distress 
syndrome: every time she’s in 
danger, she imagines that Edward 
will appear to protect her, so she 
starts thrill-seeking to fulfill her 
fantasies. She also rebounds with 
her childhood friend Jacob (Taylor 
Lautner), but that relationship is 
doomed to drama as well once Jacob 
discovers that he and his 
have the ability to shapeshif 
vampire-slaying wolves. | 130m 
Boston Common + Chestnut Hill 
[tentative] + suburbs 
®© 2012 | 2009 | The details of 
Roland Emmerich’s Mayan-calen 
dar-predicts-the-end-of-the-world 
premise are sketchy, but it seems 
that a once-in-a-blue-moon planetary 
alignment has unleashed solar flares 
and neutrinos, and soon big slabs of 
Los Angeles are flying into the void 
like smoking brownies off a cookie 
sheet. After a tipoff of what's to come 
from reclusive radio crazy Charlie 
Frost (Woody Harrelson), Jackson 
Curtis (John Cusack) packs the ex- 


wife (Amanda Peet), the two kids, 
and even the ex-wife's new boyfriend 
good thing, because it turns out he 
can fly a plane, sort of) into a limo 
and outraces the disintegrating city 
to the airport. There they take off as 
the airstrip collapses behind them 
and soar through crumbling sky 
scrapers (shades of 9/11), shattered 
cloverleafs, flying subway trains, 
and we think we caught a glimpse of 
Miss Gulch from The Wizard of Oz and 
the cow from Twister. Ridiculous? Ab- 
solutely, and the first time around, 
the gags have the zany exhilaration 
of a Chuck Jones cartoon. But really, 
you'll get as much of this as you want 
just watching the trailer. | 151m | Bos- 
ton Common + Fresh Pond [tentative] 
+ suburbs 


®®© UP IN THE AIR | 2008 | No 
director pulls off the bait-and-switch 
as craftily as Jason Reitman (Thank 
You for Smoking and Juno). He gets 

you thinking that you're watching 

a hip, caustic comedy subverting 

the status quo, but by the end, he’s 
vindicated all the platitudes he 
seemed to scorn. In his adaptation of 
Walter Kirn's brittle, sardonic novel 
Upin the Air, he converts an appeal- 
ing anti-hero with a disturbingly 
cogent philosophy of alienation into 
an apologist for family values. But 
getting to that point is almost worth 
the letdown. Ryan Bingham (Ceorge 
Clooney) works for a company that 
fires people, and he loves the root- 
lessness of perpetually flying. Will 
fellow frequent flyer Alex (Vera 
Farmiga) bring him down to earth? 
Or Natalie (Anna Kendrick), an up 
start, Girl Scouty we n with the 
bright idea of mode termina- 
tions by conducting them off-site via 
video? You won't be in suspense once 
Bingham has to attend the wedding 
of his estranged sister, Julie (Melanie 
Lynskey), to a Cumpish yokel (Danny 
McBride). After entertaining us so 
well with his charismatic nihilism, 
this anti-hero deserves better. | 104m 
| Boston Common + Fenway + Kendall 
Square + Coolidge Corner + suburbs 


BOSS VERTIGO | 1958 | in Alfred 
Hitchcock's mesmerizing romantic 
thriller, James Stewart plays a re- 

tired San Francisco police detective 


with a paralyzing fear of heights 
engaged to follow a beautiful woman 
Kim Novak) who believes she’s the 
reincarnation of her great-grand 
mother. The film turns into the sto 
ry of a man obsessed with a love who 
seems lost in the past. And as the 
story, with its Bernard Herrmann 
score, gradually unravels, becoming 
a dreamy, poetic meditation on the 
nature of sexual desire, time, and 
mystery itself, questions of realism 
and conventional narrative suspense 
come to seem almost beside the 
point. | b&w | 129m | MFA: Sun + Wed 


®OOeO THE WIZARD OF OZ | 1939 | Vic- 
tor Fleming's version of L. Frank 
Baum’'s classic somehow manages 
— in all its wonderful excess — to 
transcend kitsch. Of course it’s not 
all sweetness and innocence. Just 
consider those twisters languidly, 
inexorably lolling across the Kansas 
grayness, the phallic funnels loom- 
ing over the closed, womblike shel- 
ter of the storm cellar. The macabre 
spectacle of the Wicked Witch of the 
East's feet, robbed of their Ruby Slip- 
pers, shriveling up under Dorothy's 
house. Or the Winged Monkeys, 
their formations filling the sky like 
across between Coya's Sleep of Reason 
and the Luftwaffe. Then you'll want 
to ask yourself how Dorothy's quest 
with her three needy, dysfunctional 
friends (Kansas farmhands meta- 
morphosed into types of their own 
inadequacy) relates to current pop- 
psychological issues of empower- 
ment and passive aggression. Is the 
film a Freudian, feminist, or Marx- 
ist allegory? Is Oz merely Kansas 
transformed by Dorothy's libidinous 
wish fulfillment (she is, after all, 
the 16-year-old Judy Garland) and 
early Technicolor? Is the man behind 
the curtain a metaphor for the dubi 
ous magic of the motion-picture 
industry itself? Certainly the final 
revelation is indisputable: reality 
doesn't matter as much as image, 
and illusion is as effective as truth if 
you believe in it, even if only for 90 
minutes of screen time. | 90m | 


THE YOUNG VICTORIA | 2009 | Pe- 
ter Keough’s review is on page 23. 

| 100m | Kendali Square + Embassy 
+ suburbs 


amphibians. The soundtrack doesn't 
offer the sheer earworm power of 
previous Disney hits, but the musi 
cal numbers do bump along engag 
ingly from jazz to gospel to zydeco 
special props to the nightmarish 
occult freakout “Friends on the Other Z 
tte Side”). Compared with, say, The Little Bee 
Mermaid, this film boasts a fair'y 
ce: Continued from p 45 positive message — squint and you'll See 
‘agi f grade, giving her two babies find something about balancing your 
wth 7 t first at age 12, and infecting her career and your social life. Still, it's a 7 
Wet with HIV, and her mother molests pity that saintly Tiana, the first black j 
j her as well — brutally plausible princess to ente 
D els balances the purple p s theon 
Sages with stylistic restraint, and 
Sidibe's voiceover, drawn from the 
broken poetry of the book's first 
person narration, evokes an inner 
world of rage and tenderness, of vi 
ation, self-loathing, and nascent 5 
scene-stealing performance as the 
most depraved and wicked movie | 
mother s Mommie Dearest, Lenny Alfred Hitchcock's ingen 
ae Kravitz as an easy-going, kind tively simpie variation on the back cs 
4 — hearted male nurse, and the crusty yard-murder story, which becomes 
al worker played by an unlikely something far 
but outstanding Mariah Carey philosophical inv 
cinema itself. It take 
entirely in a Creenw 
lani- ment and its adjoini 
learn that where L.B. “jeff” Jef 
+m 2004's Home on the Range was not the art), a photojournali et " 
“a final nail in Disney's 2-D toon coffin laid up in a wheelch eat 
In this visually sumptuous New Or ing in on the igh 
woe vie tale, Tiana (Dreamgiris’ Anika Noni taken place under his nose. With Par 
Rose), a waitress hell-bent on ope lithe Crace Kelly (is | 
oa bes ing her own restaurant, and loafing ductive line in cinema than “Pre oa i. 
playboy Prince Naveen (Bruno Cam of coming attractions”?) and gossipy 
pos) flit through murky bayous, voo- 
400 parlors, and Bourbon Street as 
2 they seek to break the juju hex that’s _Hillcoat’s reid aif 
we turned the pair of them into talking sion of Cormac McCarthy's post Bat 
Age 
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WELLNESS 


Licewsen Massace 
Twerary 


ASIAN 
WELLNESS CENTER 


38 Montvale Ave. St 


nenham MA 


e 
781-643-7800 
**BELMONT** 
MASSAGE** 

Body 


38 Trapetc Rd Belmont 


617-484-1788 


ence in @ unique aggressive 
style making you forget your 
worrtes while we get rid of 
muscle pain and stress reiated 
fatque Hot towels available 

enwronment 


aintree. 83 Hancock St. Apt 


tes area G17-747- 
446) 


ORIENTAL 
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


(617)473-8851 


HYPNOTHERAPY 


BROOKLINE 
HYPNOSIS.COM 


617-775-1458 


music_ 
SHOWBIZ_ 
ARTS 


REHEARSAL SPACE 


NEW BANO 
ROOMS CHEAP! 
Best location in the 
Boston area 

Call for detaits 
617-423-4959 


Net 


REAL 
ESTATE 


RENTALS 


CONDO FOR RENT - 
MEDFORD 


Offering professional 


massage and body work | 


provided by a hcensed 
masseuse Convementty 
located on Rt. 20 off of 


Rt.128 at 905 Main St 


ORIENTAL 
617-689-0060 


School Street, Quincy 
FREE PARKING 


781-290-8826 


2nd Floor 203 


978-902-2128 


617-924-9900 
9 Spring St. 
Watertown, MA 02472 
Fully Licensed 


DIVA SPA 


Facial 
Waxing 
Shower 

Hot Stone 
Body Work 


7 days/week 
9:00am-9:00pm 


Ave Unit 2D 
02111 617-777-7082 


40 Harri: 
Chinatown Boston, 


VOICE 


13+ “CHARGES MAY APPLY 1.-CERTAIN FEATURES 


DIAL #CLICK 
79¢/min. Sprint. Boost, AT&T 


HOME? 


Collect Call Billing! 
1-900 PRICING OPTIONS! 


EMBER 25. 2009 NEWS FEATURES THE BOSTON PHOENIX 
Probate and Family Court p fPNI 4 
4 Schenectady NY be ary with notice to the smotong Self confidence. 
Dete December 11. 2009 batconies, 26 er security, tun gam-10 
Gry. indoor parking, gym & pool Maple St, 


Hot Spring 
Beauty 


Massages, 
Facials, Nails 
Waxing 


825A Washington St 
™ Newton, MA 


617-527-1430 


_ www.HotSpringBeauty.com 
Fully Licensed 


MASSAGE 


*Swedish massage 
*Deep tissue massage 
*Hot Stone Massage 
*Well trained therapists 
? *Women and men clients welcome 


*Therapeutic only 


32 South ST, Suite 302 
WALTHAM, MA 


781-788-9772 


: We take credit cards 
We look forward to providing you 
with quality chiropractic care. 


GOLDEN WATER 


781-648-1358 
Thai Massage Style 


400 Mass Ave Unit | 
Arlington, MA 


Fully Licensed 


Massage 


NEW MOON 
CHINESE 
BODY 


Accupressure, 
Deep Tissue, 
Chinese Tuina, 
Reflexology 
& Shiatsu. 


617-888-4886 


197 Belmont St, 
Belmont MA 02478 


RELAX TIME 
Massage Health 
72 Kneeland St 
Suite 405 
Boston, MA 


(Chinatown) 


CHINESE 
BEST 
MASSAGE 


5 Knapp Street, Boston 
Chinatown, MA 


258 Elm St. 


7 Days/Week 10am-8:30pm 


617-426-1979 


read 
don’t eat it. 
unless you 
want to.... 


ALPHABET ARM DESIG 


10% OFF 


Frot Reflexology Body Work Chinese Tuina 


locations: 

Giowcester 
(Corwer of & 
ad fieer, Boston 021 


677 Mass Ave 
Arfington, MA 02676 


MASSAGE 


508-283-1165 
389 Worcester Rd, 
Framingham, MA 01701 


2 GREEN DOOR MASSAGE 
ANEW THERAPIST AVAILABLE! X 


* 85B TYLER ST, BOSTON : 


CHINATOWN 


ROCKS THE HOUSE 


COULD WORSE 


COULD BETTER 


LAVENDER 
MASSAGE 
THERAPY 
RELAX DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE 
OPEN DAYS WEEK 
9AM-9PM 
1167 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, 


617-955-3966 


Choi’s 
Health Spa 


Massages 


DRAGON PEARL 
MASSAGE THERAPY 


MASSAGE THER 
W/ VATE ROOMS 


617-269-1879 


MASSAGE 
617-599-9863 


398 Trapelo Rd 
Belmont, MA 


828 Mass Ave 
Arlington 
9:30-10pm Daily 


781-646-1020 


YOUR CURRENT 


WAS CREATED WORD PROCESSING APPLICATION 


CF) sucks 


ALWAYS HERE FOR YOU: COM (617) 451- 


YOU 
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ANSWER 


1_Call 617.450.8620 
1.800.232.4581 and use 
major credit debit card 


Call 1.900.226.4492 


only 18+ 


PLACE YOUR OWN 


617.859.3283 call 
our hour automated service 
800.252.0920 


FREE ADS Free ads placed in this section are 
not guaranteed to run every week. Be sure to 
renew your ad frequently to keep it fresh. GUIDE- 
LINES Personals are for adults 18 or over seek- 

ing monogamous relationships. To ensure your 
safety, carefully screen all responses and have 
first meetings occur in a public place. This publica- 
tion reserves the right to edit, revise, or reject any 
advertisement at any time at its sole discretion 
and assumes no responsibility for the content of 
or replies to any ad. Not all ads have correspond- 
ng voice messages. To review our complete guide- 
nes, call 800.252.0920 


MOBILE 
text TEXT 


> a Talk a1 you want! Hook up now! 


laughter as we can generate to- 


Exotic blonde, 44, into Wicca, 
Voodoo and comic books, look- 
ing for longterm retationship 
with 28-45. Must be 
gent, able to cook TP327368 
FAITHFUL BEAUTY 
Oowntocerth SWF, 49, 55”, 


LOVELY, SHAPELY 

OWF, 53, blonde, 57”, without 
eryoys dancing, nature. 
ar, mading, conversation, cook- 
ing. and travel. Seetung 
lend, honesteducated SWPM. 
SO-75, for serious relationship. 
1253651 


BEAUTIFUL, EXOTIC 


SEEKS THE RIGHT GUY! 


FRIENDSHIP OR MORES 


64, very active, attractive, 
seeking a OM. 50-69. who is car- 
ing. Crnstan. likes walks on the 


"27 ST 


— 


RU LOOKING FOR ME? 
SwF, 51 


ARE YOU OUT THERE? 

Single woman, 42. seeking a 
monogamous man who tikes 
fun times together, travel and 


JUST CALL ME! 

‘SBF, 22, 58", 150ibs, brown hair 
and eyes. no hads, casual drinker, 
light smoker. looking for a single 
man, good spirtt and health, for 
dating possibte retationsiup. 
Troe 


ARE YOU THE ONE? 
‘SF would like to meet a hardwork- 
ing man who is fun to be with and 


MIDLIFE MADNESS 


LET'S RIDE OFF 

ito the sunset. Looking for an 
honest. caring, N/S, Hartey man. 
52-65, for fun times, dating, ro- 
mantc evenings, leading to pos- 
sible LTR. 55 years-old, SWF. 
ST” attractive bionde with green 
eyes. an anime! lover and 


essaging, live 1-on-1, web personals. 


ATTRACTIVE 
ITALIAN WOMAN 
OWF, 54 (looks 45- reallly), 53", 


HOW ABOUT A SOX GAME? 
SWF, 40, 56", two wonderful 
children, looking for a nice guy, 
28-45, who likes to go out and 
nave fun. | camping, 
Sports, the Red Sox. 


WANT TO TAKE A CHANCE? | 


Educated SWF, 42, with intui 


YS! 


MUSICOLOGIST SEEKS LTR 
SWF, 41, 57", 160ibs, WS, enjoys 
book clubs, live theater, movies. 


NO HEAD GAMES 


DOWN-TO-EARTH 
Attractive. WF, 37, 
would like to meet a SW/BM, 37- 


CHRISTIAN WOMAN SEEKS. 


for me. Cali me and we'll see what 
happens. 48-60. IP307971 

ARE YOU OUT THERE? _ 
SBF, 44, 51", loves travel, cook- 


ATTRACTIVE 
BLONDE FEMALE 
DWF, 62, S'S", blonde, semi 


KIND AND GENUINE 
Communicatve. at 
fectionste, aiso urban, artsy and 
very funny SWM, 57, considered 
very goodooking, looks 47. 
Seeking SWF, 40-55, to bemy 
future best friend She is kind 
est to herself and kind to others. 
1112555 


LIFE’S ADVENTURES 


SEEKING BBW, 50-60 
Affectionate male, 44, from Quin- 
cy, 511", dark hair, hazel eyes, 
180ibs, seeks affectionate BBW. 
‘50-60. Let's meet for coffee and a 
late nightrovie! £P325217 
INSTRUCTOR/TRAINER 


SWEETNESS THROUGHOUT 
SWM, 53, 5°11", 181ibs, honest, 
‘Sweet. intelligent, playful, pas- 
sionate, loyal and cheertul. That 
special person must have similar 
qualities anddesire a steady reia- 
tionship. 1117027 


FUN IN THE SUN 


HOPE TO HEAR FROM YOU 


SEEKING MY MATCH 

OM, 53, non-smoker, light drinker, 
outgoing, funny, upbeat and con- 
fident, affectionate, likes to make 
people laugh. Seeking honest, 
caring, 

down-to-earth SF, 40-56, for mov- 
jes, comedy clubs, dancing, din- 
ing, taking walics. 19325557 


values. 17316019 
JAZZ LOVER 


FRAMINGHAM MALE 
GBM, 51, S11", 205ibs, exer- 


TALL AND HANDSOME 

61, well-traveled, wetHtiked, 
looking for BM, any age, to love. 
Take @ chance, [i make it worth 


YOUNGER SEEKS OLDER 


LET'S HAVE FUN! 

SHIM, 33, 5°10", 210s, looking for 
down-to-earth maie, 28-60, to get 
together and have fun. 17313769 


BROAD-MINDED 


FRIENDSHIP FIRST 

looking for maie, 18to what- 
ever, interested in Freud, Marx, 
Marcuse, and the humanities, or 
arts or sciences. College student 
a plus. Seekingfriendship. maybe 
more. 7307778 
HANDSOME MALE 
62, 510", 230ibs, would like to 


GWM, late 40s, in shape and 
works out, easygoing, indoor! 
outdoor person, enjoys movies, 
Sports, and looking for someone 
to share it with. 22315208 


LOOK NO FURTHER 


@t Farmer's Table Saw you 
Sunday moming at one end of 
the bar, wearing white tank top. 
| was in shorts, maroon print 
‘shirt, reading the paper. Moved 
by your smile; wanted to say hi 
but your friends were in the way. 
Let's do brunch again some time! 


walks, the beach, dining out, 116ibs, slender, fit, no children, retired, shapety, warm, romantic. Looking good-humored 
cal lady with warm heart, who's 
Vek sic. Looking for SWM, 48-55, financially and emotionally se books, travel. Seeking WM, 65- 
‘SEEK! kind compassionate, good SOH. cure, with manyinterests, seeks 75, honest, caring outgoing. talks, laughter, life, long-term 
294465 OWM, 50-60, with similar back- for meaningful relationship. relationship? Worcester area. 
FRIEND AND LOVER LOVE, LACE AND ROMANCE FRIEND AND LOVER ionship. | enjoy sports, gambling, 
SWF, 40, brunette, hazel eyes, SWF, 33, dark curts, hazel. eyes. Hancisome WPM, 50, 5°9”, 190Ibs, theater, plays, opera. 9301936 
attractve athienc assertive: 51", 150ibs, attractive, sexy, non-smoker, seeks the company 
adventurous, open-minded, car- "nore!" T¥292589 caring, honest, seeks SM, 30-36, of attractive female, for occa- 
tions, etc. Race open.Kids ok 
‘ : games, beachesollerbiading, | am a nice lady, Z3, looking for Enjoys naturewalks, camping. 
horses, hiking. wavel, movies, nice man ihave a chocolste [ swimming, baseball, cooking, 
dinung out Seeking companion complexion, fm loving, caring, WF, 66, locks younger, auburn dining, romantic evenings, night LONELY IN ALLSTON 
Petar Ship, with SWM, 35-45. muscular. and supportive. 122739760 ing, dining out, going to movies, Peaceful and mature reiationstup. personable SWM, 43, 5°11", en- 42, ST", social 
weigntifung type. wiblue. green. dancing, sports, the seashore TP313149 joys car trips down the seacoast, Single white man, 
HONDURAS Single Ainican-Amencan female. tend mare the South Shore, 120s, 52”.  onotography, Nirvana. 
Sery SF, 29, 51", 134ibs, enjoys 28, outgoing graduate student, tired of being alone enjoys walks, similar SF, 33-45. £2312310 
cooking, Rasta, cycling Seeking into the arts andoutdoors, AR INTERESTS? beaches, dining and tong drives, EN 
SM, 34-52, outgoing, spontane- would lke to meet similar male. Seeking happy Joving gentleman WOM 
5us for possible 771649 tive personality, loves dancing. 65-70, to share happiness. Please 
term ining, ong walks on the beach, ive near the South Shore, MA 
SWF, 22. 56", mother of four, SO COUNTRY GUY Ww 
works in oral surgery. Looking Blonde SWF, early 60s, slim, lake, vegetarian, enjoys wonTn CALL. 
for decent. honest. hard-wortang outgoing, looking fora lov- ronnie fruits and vegetables, 
honest, outgoing man, 59 GETTOGETHER 33, employed, seeks down- 
man who  istamily-oriented. "3. needlework, movies,readingnon’ GET TOGETHER toearth 30-43, for ca- 
75, who enjoys dining. dancing. fiction, walks.gardening. Greek male, 41, business owner, 
wavel, movies. NorthShore area. Looking for interested in meeting a Greek 
SWM, 55-69, who is kind, active, American female, 27-40, who has 
along the beach, eating out, COLLEGE-EDUCATED or over, loves al sports, dining, SWM, 55, 6’, wine merchant who ust and 
Swimming, the outdoors and- WF, one grown son,enjoysmov- dancing, travel and etc. Please enjoys live jazz/blues, fine wine love cooking, the out- 
senous jes, candlelight dinners. shop call. 12289757 and dining out, seeks SWF, 35-45, 
mous relationship, possiblymore ping, jogging, yoga. walks, out RELATIONSHIP MEN with similar interests. AUSURN WOMAN 
with SBA. 30-45. who likes children doors, clubs and more. interested SBF, 41, 59", light complexion, LAKE AU 
and arémais. Race unimportant in meeting a nice gentleman, 45 ive seeks successful, come. Looting 
iF LIFE IS A POEM E movies at home, home-cooking, 
what lines will we write together? 42-year-old, S'S", black female, even romantic times. Art, nature, mu- 
seeks male, 35-45, for fulHfigured. passion WF, 44, blonde, 150ibs or so, sic is a plus. 1P324067 
SBF, 33, sense. SF, 44, E 
sexy verbal sparing, dishing Sana men Sagittarus, loves the ocean, i SESTFRIEND/ 
about books and movies. out- arumats, Harteys, cooking and GF, 50+, seeks same with sincere, 
going arouna town and ismuch baking. Looking for WM, 40-60. cating tank. Sone of 
same interests, forcompanion- must for that special 
aise 2 ate gentieman for possible LTR. WORTH THE CALL Lootang : 
gether. Pure of heart. yet no fool. | 119661 ship. SM, 45, hazel eyes, looking for lady in my life. Stonenam/North 
LLCO one good SBM, 32-39, to talk to Shore area preferred. 12464291 
DANCES WITH SNAKES 42, outspoken, open-mind- and get SEEKS HER MATCH 
looking for SWM, Gowntoearth, wild. crazy GWF, 50, 57", 125ibs, blonde 
who is fun, loving and good4ook- fun, looking for SWM, 35-45, hair, loves being outdoors, flea 
Must like chidren Trsieg1s of Boston, for shooting cises reguiarly, seeks GWM, markets, dancing, watching 
ing Must pool, comedy chibs, dancingand OWM, 53, seeks attractive young 50+ preferred but not neces) movies, day trips. Looking for 
COMPASSIONATE more. TF319376 woman, 40-48,whowishestotake sary, for friendship, maybe 
& SENSITIVE NO COUCH POTATOES” of af the adventures more. TF310534 50-55. Concord, MA area. 
non-smoker, artist, enjoys stenping out on the scene and and spending time with my the outdoors.beaches, travel. fine 
ies, music, dining out, and beach romantic times. | get involved daughter. Would like to meet a dining and fine wine, quiet eve- 
going SWM. 35-65.non-smoker. outdoor activities. no chi- likes to sometimes getup and go. and conversation. TP306604 
for casual dating, possible long dren at home, seeks the same.  TF320176 
term Honesty  Southcoast MA. £F115522 BEAUTIFUL BLONDE 
SOSTONBABE Sincere, intelligent, sensitive, blue, athletic, affectionate, at- 
AWAITING YOUR CALL Pretty SWF, redhead, green eyes, and very caring. Interests include wactive, seeks GWM or BWM, RAV, 5/2808. You: 
people, music, philosophy, cook- 65+, who lives in the Boston 
gos ae SWF, 37, teacher, enjoys sports, 55, loves indie movies, fine din- tons of red hair, very tall, very a 
ballet. opera, travel to exotic ing, looking for a gentleman, of Providence areas, siender, blue beach clogs. Me: 
baseball, hockey, hiking, skiing, golf, and 55-70, with qualities. You won't who 'seasygoing, laid back, lives came in, left, came in again; sat 
football, shopping, movies, trav- places. be disappointed. Thank you. alone, for possible long-term re- New in town. 
Looking for attractive SWM, working out Seeking smart, witty, Horses walk, trot, cantor into a lationship. TP439610 down behind you. 
has good sense of humor. tie *ip/possibie retationstup. Bos- DWM, 55, 6’, gentle, kind and un- MARY FROM METHUEN 
sports, romance, and can make ton area. derstanding, would like to meet Mary from Methuen please caill 
OWF, 60s, iconociast interested concerts, museums, dining Out, tive female with similar interests. house. We were very good 
288, for in theatre, movies, outdoors, art, long conversations. Seeking shore area, please cal. friends. Let's get in touch again. 
ied to Menach a plus. T5926274 Very pretty OWF, young4ooking together. 1325359 
Professional SWF, 55, seeks long blonde/biue, great personal GWM, 38, 510", 170ibs, short number again. TF322516 
‘SWIM, 50-62. for fun, companion- ity, can relocate for love, seeks black hair, green-blue eyes, cute, Govore 
stwp. possible long-term retation- SM, 70-78, WS.5'9"-62", for LTR. ft, looking for younger, fun, good- COVOTE UGLY GIRL... 
Ship. Enjoys cooking, walking, Slight handicap ok. 19980178 looking mate, 21-35. 
3 130s, caramel smooth bicycling, movies, dancing.and SEEKING 
complexion wavy ATTRACTIVE BRUNETTE SEEKING CHEMISTRY 
7 wonate SWF, 68, 52", slender, no chit ‘SWM, 20, average build seeks SM, 44, Gemini, writer, in Worces- 
land 7245080 warm, ro- SWF, average build, 1821, for ter. ‘wants to meet a friendly, sin- 
FY young but matureseeks mate. outgoing, caring, 
25-40. respectful 1327731 OO YOu EXIST? mantic, enjoys dancing, walking, possible longterm relationship. cere, decent man, 38-58, 
A . £ 3 — — you are honest, kind, caring aveling and movies. Seeking a 1 like going outdoors, movies, comfortable with himself. | enjoy es 
horse back ridingand reading, dining,animais, meeting 
a and compassionate asiam,then SWM, 66-77trustworthy, attrac- cooking, 
SWF, SOish. very youngiooking, leave me message. WF, 5'3", tive, honest. for a longiasting some sports. 17315609 new people. TF307938 RS 
Sesking 4540,honest.ca SBF, 44, average weight jou this Hol day he gift of self exp assion.— os 
4 / ing, compassionate, Gun WE biondeyaze!, likes watching sports, playing video if ad tod 
singles movies, dancing, dining out and SBM, 38-45, laid-back honest, de inutes free’ today and ask details! 
a Hear stopped sudden, 2 
| Gate CPR end 60-60, Ralian plus, WS. WhO and fun to be with. 
| vital signs. Heart monitonng tor enjoys travel. dancing garder- 
canng expen at near transplant, going woman looking for the 4 
Lage beach, old and new songs, din- ing, shopping, movies, dining. 


Some mountains are shaped. Some the shaping. 


Raise ‘em Jay. 
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THE RITUAL 


Artois not only poured. served. 
for centuries has left patrons the world over 
anting. And this, their refreshing reward. 


before you say cheers, expect hear few them. 


PERFECTION HAS ITS PRICE. 
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